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This invention relates to keyholders. It is par 
ticularly directed to a keyholder including a plu 
rality of removable suspended or swinging key 
carrying loops, each of which may carry one or 
more keys: . . 
Keyholders of such general character have been 

made with a plurality of parallel slots and with 
key carrying loops having shanks passing through 
the slots and heads engaging the back of the 
slotted holder, to suspend the loops from the 
holder and yet let them swing out for use. A 
longitudinally movable pin was arranged to close 
up all the slots to prevent loops from being dis 
engaged from the holder. In order to disengage 
the loops from the holder it was necessary: to pull 
out the pin longitudinally sufficiently, to uncover 
the slot for the key loop it is desired to remove. 
With such construction, the pin is pulled out, the 
key loops are successively released, and it some 
times is necessary to release: all of the key loops 
in order to remove the last one in the row. The 
manipulation of the pin in such keyholders - is 
relatively difficult. 

It is, therefore, an object of the present inven 
tion to provide a keyholder of the character de 
scribed comprising a supporting plate formed with 
slots having enlarged portions through which the 
heads of the key loops may be passed for removal 
ing the loops, and a crank-shaft mounted for ro 
tation on the supporting plate, and provided. With 
a handle at one end and having offset" portions 
adapted, in one angular position of the cranks 
shaft to cover the enlarged portions of the slots 
to prevent the key loops from being removed, and 
said crankshaft being rotatable to another an 
gular position to move the offset portions to uns 
cover the enlarged portions of the slots sufficiently 
to permit the heads of the key carrying loops to 
be moved therethrough, for removing - the key 
loops. 
Yet another object of this invention is to pro 

vide a keyholder of the character described so 
constructed and arranged that a simple rotary 
movement of a shaft in one direction will release 
the key carrying loops, and rotary-movement of 
the shaft in an opposite direction will retain the 
key carrying loops against removal. 
Yet another object of this invention is to pro 

vide a strong, compact, and durable keyholder 
of the character described, which shall be rela 
tively inexpensive to manufacture, easy to manip. 
ulate, and which shall yet be practical and effia 
cient to a high degree in use. 
Other objects of this invention will in part be 

obvious and in part hereinafter pointed out. 
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The invention accordingly consists in the fea 
tures of construction, combinations of elements, 
and arrangement of parts, which will be exempli 
fied in the construction hereinafter described, and 
of which the scope of invention will be indicated 
in the following claims. - 
In the accompanying drawings in which is 

shown various illustrative embodiments of this 
invention, 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a keyholder em 
bodying the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view thereof, with 
parts broken away and in cross-section; : 

Fig. 3 is an end elevational view of the struc 
ture shown in Fig. 2; - 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken on line 
4-4 of Fig. 2; - 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 1, but showing 
the crankshaft in position for releasing the key 
carrying loops; 

Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken online 
6-6 of Fig. 5; 

Fig. 7 is an end elevational view of the key 
holder shown in Fig. 5; 

Fig. 7a is a fragmentary and enlarged view of 
Fig. 2; O - 

Fig. 7b is a fragmentary perspective view of 
the locking rod; -- 

Fig. 8 is a figure similar to Fig. 1, but illus 
trating a modified construction, : 

Referring now in detail to the drawing, to 
designates a keyholder embodying the invention, 
Said keyholder comprises a supporting plate if, 
a locking crankshaft or rod 2 mounted for rota 
tion thereon, and a plurality of key carrying loops 
Or hooks 3 swingably mounted on the supporting 
plate. - . 

The supporting plate comprises a flat wall 
f6 formed with a curved notch in the upper 
right hand corner, looking at Fig. 2 of the draw. 
ing: Extending forwardly-from the upper end of 
the back wall 6 are end fingers 8 and 9, and a 
plurality of intermediate fingers 20. The finger 
9 comprises a forwardly and upwardly, curved 

portion 2 from which extends a rearwardly and 
upwardly inclined portion 22 terminating in an 
eye 23. The eye 23 is located above the top of 
wall 6. The right end edge of the finger- 9 is 
aligned with the left end of the notch 7, as 
shown in Fig. 2 of the drawing. The upper end 
of the inclined portion 22 and the eye 23 of the 
finger 9 are cut away, as at 24 at its left side, 
looking at Fig. 2, for the purpose hereinafter 

: appearing. - 

55 The finger 8 has its left end edge in alignment 
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with the left edge of the wall f6. The finger 8 
is in alignment with the finger 9 as well as With 
the fingers 20. Thus, finger 8 likewise has a 
forwardly and upwardly curved portion 2 a from 
which extends a rearwardly and upwardly in 
clined portion 22a terminating in an eye 23d. 
The upper right hand corner of finger 8 is cut 
away, as at 25, for the purpose hereinafter ap 
pearing. The intermediate fingers 20, likewise, 
each have forwardly and upwardly curved por 
tions 2b from which extend upWardly and rear 
wardly inclined portions 22b terminating in eyes 
23b. Between the fingers 8, 9 and 2 are slots 
27. The upper corners of the intermediate fin 
gers 20 are notched or cut away, as at 28. Thus, 
the cut-aways 28, 24 between the finger is and 
the finger 20 adjacent thereto, and cut-aways 28 
between adjacent fingers 20 and the cut-aways 25 
and 28 between finger 8 and the finger 20 adja 
cent thereto, form enlarged mouths or throat 
portions T at theapper ends of the slots 27. 
The key carrying loops or hooks f3 each con 

prise a shank 35, a bent back looped portion 36, 
and an enlarged anchoring head 3 at the upper 
end of each shank. As shown in the drawing, the 
shank 35 of each loop 3 passes through one of 
the slots 27. The shanks 35 and the bent back 
portions 36 normally lie against the front of Wail 
6 and the heads 3 engage the inner Surfaces of 

the curved portions of the fingers 8, 9, and 2. 
Thus, the key carrying loops can Swing within 
the slots 27, but are suspended by means of the 
enlarged heads 3. Said loops may be SWung 
forwardly and upwardly for use, moving along 
slots 27 but are removably sustained by the Sup 
porting plate. 
The locking member 2 comprises l'eleasable 

means for preventing removal of the key carry 
ing loops 3, while permitting Said loops to 
swing. To this end, the locking crankshaft 2 
has cylindrical portions 40 journalled in the 
aligned eyes or bearings 23, 23d and 23b. Between 
the portions 40 and integral with shaft or rod 2 
are offset portions 4 or lugs L. adapted to be re 
movably received in the enlarged upper ends Ol' 
throats of the slots 27 in one position of the 
crankshaft, thereby simultaneously closing the 
throats or enlarged upper ends of the slots 27 to 
prevent the heads 3 of the hooks from noving 
through the throats of these slots, and thereby 
retaining the key carrying loops or hooks on the 
supporting plate f . At one end of the Crank 
shaft 2 is an offset handle 44 having a lower 
curved portion 45 adapted to contact the front of 
the plate 6 adjacent the upper end of the notch 

7 when the crankshaft is in locking position. 
Thus, when the crankshaft is in locking position, 
the handle 44 projects downwardly, whereas, the 
offset portions 4 extend substantially at right 
angles to the handle and project forwardly, look 
ing at Fig. 2 of the drawing. 

Fingers 8, 9 and 20 constitute arcuate and 
spaced and overhanging bowed portions and eyes 
23, 23a, and 23b thereof are alined bearings in 
the form of spaced hollow beads rotatably guid 
ing rod 2, and more specifically the cylindrical 
stub portions 40 integral with and intervening 
spaced lugs, thereof. S. 
The cut away portions 24, 25 and companion 

similar portions 28 in fact characterizing en 
larged throats T in communication with respec 
tive slots 27. Each throat T embodies the Spaced 
parallel sides S and the horizontally alined but 
spaced shoulders or stops H. 

Portions 4 of lugs L are approximately rec 
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tangular in shape and rotatably guided between 
spaced eyes as 23a and 23b although they slightly 
project beyond stub portions 40 of locking rod 2. 

Interrupting each lug Li is a relief and re 
entrant notch 46 which in the opened relation of 
the locking rod (Fig. 5) permits heads 3 of 
hooks 3 to be withdrawn from throats T. 

Lugs L straddle ears as 23b and cooperate 
therewith to prevent longitudinal displacement of 
locking rod 2 Which however is rotatably mount 
ed in allined bearings 23, 230 and 23b. 
With locking rod 2 "closed' as shown in Fig. 2 

lugs 4 are contiguous to Seats or stops H, thus 
bridging slot 27 to prevent renoval of hooks 3 
out of the latter. If rod 2 be rotated 80° to the 
position shown in Fig. 5, notches 46 are arranged 
above slots 27, permitting heads 37 to be lifted 
out of slots 27 and through throats T to be con 
pletely clear of the key plate or holder. 

Heads 3 are wider than slots 2 and the latter 
are narrower than throats T. Consequently in 
the "open' relation of the locking rod, the key 
hooks or key Sustaining means 3 can be read 
ily removed through and out of throats T of the 
keyholder or key retainer. 

In Fig. 8 there is shown a keyholder d, en 
bodying the invention and illustrating a modified 
construction. The keyholdier d is similar to 
the keyholder 0, with the exception that the 
crankshaft. 2d. is made of a single piece of wire 
and the offset portions a are pressed by a die 
or otherwise to one side, to thereby form notches 
46d. Furthermore, the heads 3a of the key cal 
rying loops 3a may have rounded tops instead 
of flat tops, as shown in Fig. 8. - 

It will thus be seen that there is provided a de 
vice in which the several objects of this invention 
are achieved and which is well adapted to meet 
the conditions of practical use. 
As various possible embodiments might be 

made of the above invention, and as Various 
changes might be made in the embodiment above 
set forth, it is to be understood that all matter 
herein set forth or shown in the accompanying 
drawings is to be interpreted as illustrative and 
not in a limiting Sense. 
Having thus described my invention I claim as 

new and desire to protect by Letters Patent of 
the United States: 

... In a key holder for renovably supporting 
key sustaining means each provided With an en 
larged head, a plate having at its upper part a 
plurality of bowed portions defining spaced slots 
for receiving said key sustaining means but nar 
rower than said heads, hollow beaded means de 
fining allined and spaced bearings at the upper 
parts of said bowed portions and enlarged throats 
wider than said heads and slots and communi 
cating with the latter, a rod having Spaced lugs 
Wider than said slots to preclude removal of Said 
sustaining means out of the latter and interposed 
between said bearings in Said throats and Sub 
stantially coextensive With the widths of the lat 
ter, Said rod having cylindical portions jour 
nalled in said bearings and rotatably guided by 
the latter, said lugs having notches for aligning 
with said slots on rotation of Said rod to permit 
removal of said Sustaining means out of Said slots 
and through said throats, and manipulator means 
carried by said rod. 

2. In a key holder for removably supporting key 
Sustaining means each provided With an enlarged 
head, a plate having at its upper part a plurality 
of bowed portions defining Spaced slots for receiv 
ing said key sustaining means but narrower than 
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Said heads, hollow beaded means defining aligned 
and Spaced bearings at the upper parts of said 
bowed portions and enlarged throats wider than 
Said heads and slots and communicating with the 
latter and defining spaced vertical sides and hori 
Zontal aligned and spaced shoulders, a rod hav 
ing spaced lugs interposed between said sides and 
having means for bridging Said slots contiguous 
to said shoulders to preclude the removal of said 
sustaining means out of said slots, said rod hav 
ing cylindrical portions journalled in said bear 
ings and rotatably guided by the latter, said lugs 
having notches for aligning with Said slots on ro 
tation of said rod to permit removal of said Sus 
taining means out of Said slots and through said 
throats, and manipulator means carried by said 
rod. 

3. In a key holder for removably supporting 
key sustaining means each provided with an en 
larged head, a plate having at its upper part a 
plurality of bowed portions defining spaced slots 
for receiving said key Sustaining means but nar 
rower than Said heads, hollow beaded means de 
fining aligned and Spaced bearings at the upper 
parts of said portions and enlarged throats Wider 
than said heads and slots and communicating 
with the latter and defining spaced vertical sides 
and horizontally alined and Spaced shoulders, a 
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rod having spaced lugs closely but movably in 
terposed between said sides and having over 
hanging means for bridging said slots Contiguous 
to said shoulders to preclude the removal of said 
sustaining means out said slots and through said 
throats, said rod having cylindrical portions jour 
nalled in Said bearings and rotatably guided by 
the latter, said lugs having other overhanging 
means including notches for aligning with said 
slots on rotation of said rod to permit removal 
of Said Sustaining means out of Said slots and 
through Said throats, and manipulator means 
carried by Said rod, said lugs and sides cooperat 
ing to prevent longitudinal displacement of said 
rod relative to said holder. 

HYMAN R. SEGA, 

REFERENCES CITED 
The following references are of record in the 

file of this patent: 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
2,051,432 Zahn -------------- Aug. 18, 1936 
2,201.833 Koelling ------------ May 21, 1940 
2,284,507 Behrman et al. ----- May 26, 1942 
2,351,205 Harvey ------------ June 13, 1944 


