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Be it. known that I, Henry Srmow, a
citizen. of the United States, residing at
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadel-
phia and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Roller-Skates, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

- My invention relates to roller skates and
in such connection it has particular rela-
tion to the construction and arrangement of
an improved form of brake at the rear or

heel end of the skate.

The principal object of my invention is
to provide a roller skate having improved
means for automatically checking the rota-
tion of the rear wheel or roller to thereby
prevent the unskilled skater from falling
when his heels tend to slip from under him.

. The device will also be found effective for
the skilled user to quickly come to a stop
when desired -by merely raisingthe front
rollers from the ground. :

My improved skate dispenses with the

additional brake roller which has been here-
tofore tried for accomplishing the ‘aforesaid

. purpose. -

My invention contemplates more partic-
ularly certain improvements in the con-
struction of skates having an automatic
brake.at the heel end thereof.

. Figure 1 is a side elevation of a roller
skate embodying the main features of my

present invention; Fig. 2 is an underneath.

plan view thereof; Fig. 3 is a longitudinal
central section of the rear or heel end of the
skate, certain of the. parts being shown in
elevation; Fig. 4 is a similar view to Fig.

3, but with the parts in the positions as-

sumed when the skate is tilted either acci-

. dentally or by design; and Fig. 5 is a per-
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spective view of a brake block employed in-

the skate, shown detached therefrom. -
Referring to the drawings, in the partic-

ular embodiment of my invention therein

shown, 6 is the sole plate of any desired con-

" struction, but preferably made in two sec-

. tions 7 and 8, longitudinally extensible with

R}

respect to each other. The sole clamp 9 and
the heel strap 10 may be of any desired con-
struction. The front wheels or rollers 11 are
supported from the under side of the front
section 7 of the sole plate by means of a
bracket 12 which may also be of any pre-
ferréd arrangement. While there are shown
two front rollers 11, it will be obvious that a
single centrally disposed roller may be used
in lieu thereof. ;

Secured to the under side of the heel
section 8 of the sole plate 6 is a bracket 13
having two downwardly depending ears 14
each of which is provided with an inclined
slot 15 in which is slidably mounted an
arbor 16 upon which a single rear wheel
or roller 17 is journaled. The inclined
slots 15 extend upward and forward and
are each open at the forward end so that
the wheel arbor 16 with the wheel 17 mount-
ed thereon may be easily removed when it
is desired to substitute a new wheel. The

arbor 16 is engaged on each side of the .

roller or wheel 17 by the slotted ends of &
U-shaped bail piece 18 which extends for-
ward and upward in the same general di-
rection as the slot 15, and which is engaged
at its forward, transversely extending por-
tion 19 by a spring 20. The spring 20 en-
circles a rod 21, being maintained in place
thereby, and bears at its other end against
a downwardly extending lip 22 of a bracket
23 which also supports the rod 21. The
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transversely extending portion 19 of the .

bail 18 is suitably apertured so as to be
capable of slight movement on the rod 21
upon which the spring 20 is mounted.” It

-will be seen that the roller 17 is capable

of a slight forward and upward movement

against the tension of the spring 20. When

the roller is thus moved i’orward.in a man-
ner to be hereinafter set forth it will en-

| counter a brake block 24 which is remov-

ably mounted in a slotted downwardly ex-
tending member 25. The brake block 24

-consists of a crescent shape piece of metal

or other suitable material having a lug on
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its rear side which is provided with slots o
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96 for engagement by the supporting mem-
ber 25 and the lug 27 is also provided with
grooves 28 which are engaged by an upward
extension 29 of a bracing member 30 which
is secured to the under side of the sole plate
structure 6 by means of a bolt 81 and
nut 33. R
Tt will be seen that the bracing member.
30 not only serves to resist the strain against
the brake block when the roller bears against
the same, but it will also serve to hold the
brake block in its proper position within

- the slot 32 of the supporting member 25,
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“working rollers

and provides an efficient means of releasing
the brake block for the purpose of replace-
ment when the same is worn. The bracing
member 30 can readily be removed by un-
screwing the nut 33 which is carried by the
bolt 81 to thereby release the brake block.
The operation of the apparatus is as fol-
lows:—When both front and rear wheels
or rollers rest upon the ground, the spring
90 will be of such strength as to properly
maintain the rear roller at the rear end
of the inclined slot 15 and out of contact
with the brake block 24. When, however,
the foot of the skater is inclined and the
front rollers lifted from the ground, either
accidentally or through design, there will be
a critical angle at which the roller arbor
16 will be moved forward and upward with-"
in the slot 15 and until the wheel 17 bears
against the brake block 24 and further rota-
tion of the roller will thereby be checked.
Tt will be seen that the arrangement is such
that while being extremely light it will
nevertheless be quite durable and efficient
for. its designed purpose. It will also be
seen that the rear roller upon which the
checking action occurs is one of the main
and that no auxiliary roll-

~ ers are employed to effect the braking op--

- - Having thus: described the nature and
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. retaining member carried

"“brake block

eration.

characteristic features of my invention,

‘what I claim as new and desire to secure

by Letters Patent is:—
1. In a roller skate, the combination of
the rear roller, a brake block supported ad-

)

jacent said roller, a bracket in which. said

by the framework

-~ ‘of the skate for maintaining said brake

- i858

60
* ing said brake
* porting bracket. - T : o
skate, the combination of-

block in its supporting bracket. :
2. In a roller skate, the combination of

the rear roller, a brake block supported ad-

jacent said roller, a bracket having a slot

. in which said brake block is removably

mounted, and a_retaining member carried
by the framework of the skate for support-
block in the slot of the sup-

3. In a roller

 the rear roller, a brake block supported ad-

wardly and

is removably mounted, and a | P

1,026,712

jacent said roller, a bracket having a slot
in which said brake block is removably
mounted, and a retaining member carried
by the framework of the skate for support-
ing said brake block in the slot of the sup-
porting bracket, said retaining member also
serving as a brace
the roller bears against said brake block.
4. In a roller skate, the combination of
the rear roller, an arbor upon which said

roller is journaled, a bracket having slots

in which said arbor is slidably mounted,
the slots in said bracket being inclined for-
upwardly and being open at
the forward end, a brake block mounted ad-
jacent the roller and against which: said
roller is adapted to impinge, and spring
means for normally maintaining said roller
out of contact with said brake block.

5. Tn a roller -skate, the combination of
the rear roller, an arbor upon which said
roller is journaled, a bracket having slots
in which said arbor is slidably mounted,
a brake block mounted adjacent the roller
and against ‘which said roller is adapted to
impinge, a bail member having slotted ends
which engage the roller arbor, and a spring
bearing against said bail member to nor-

to resist the strain when -
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mally maintain the roller out of contact

‘with the brake block.”

6. In a roller skate, the combination of
the rear roller, an arbor upon Wwhich said
roller is journaled, a bracket having slots
in which said arbor is slidably mounted, 2
brake block mounted adjacent the roller
against which said roller 1s adapted to im-

- pinge, a bail member having slotted ends

which engage the roller arbor, a rod sup-
ported from the under side of the skate and
upon which said bail member is guided, and

a spring ‘surrounding said rod and bearing

against said bail member to normally main-
tain the roller out of contact with the brake
block. -

7. In a roller
the rear roller,
roller is journaled,
in which said arbor is slidably mounted, 2
brake block located adjacent the roller and
against which said roller is adapted to im-
inge, spring means for normally maintain-
g said roller out of contact with said brake
block, a downwardly extending bracket
upon which the brake block is mounted in
slotted engagement therewith, and remov-
able means for retaining said brake block
in position upon said bracket.

an arbor upon which said

.8. Tn a roller skate, the combination of
‘the rear roller,

an arbor .upon which said
roller is journaled, a bracket having slots
in which said arbor is slidably mounted,
a, brake block located adjacent the roller and
against which said roller is adapted to im-

pinge, spring means for normally maintain-

skate, the combination of
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a bracket having slots -
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- ing said roller out of contact with said | In testimony whereof, I have hereunto
brake block, a. downwardly extending | signed my name in the presence of two wit-
bracket upon which the brake block is | nesses. ' :
mounted in slotted engagement therewith, ' HENRY SIMON.

5 and a removable bracing member for retain-- Witnesses:
ing said brake block in position upon said JosepHINE C. WoBENSMITH,
bracket. ' JoEN MCALLISTER. -



