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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
ARTHUR. R. ZIMIMERMAN, OF SHAVIOKIN, PENNSYLVANIA, 

NK-WE. 

1,196,630. 
Application filed March 28, 1916. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ARTHUR R. ZIMMER 

MAN, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Shamokin, in the county of Northum 
berland and State of Pennsylvania, have in 
vented new and useful Improvements in 
Ink-Wells, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
The invention relates to ink wells, and has 

for its primary object to provide a well of 
this character wherein the stoppers or clo 
sures for the fonts or chambers for the ink 
are automatically moved to closing position 
So as to prevent the evaporation of the ink 
when the Welk is not in use. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of an ink well of this character where 
in the stoppers or closures are simultane 
ously operated by depressing a key lever 
for the opening thereof so that the pen point 
can be dipped within the fonts or chambers 
for containing the ink. 
A further object of the invention is the 

provision of an ink well of this character 
wherein the construction thereof is novel 
in form to avoid deterioration or evapora 
tion of the ink therein when the well is not 
in use. 
A still further object of the invention is 

the provision of a well of this character 
which is simple in construction, thoroughly 
reliable and efficient in its purpose, readily 
and easily opened and inexpensive in manu 
facture. 
Other objects will be in part obvious and 

in part hereinafter set forth. 
The invention accordingly consists in the 

features of construction, combination of ele 
ments and arrangement of parts which will 
be hereinafter set forth, and the scope of 
the application of which will be indicated 
in the appended claim. 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of an ink 

well constructed in accordance with the in 
vention; Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse sec 
tional view taken centrally thereof; and 
Fig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal sectional 
view through the ink well. 

Similar reference characters indicate cor 
responding parts throughout the several 
views of the drawings. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the 
ink well comprises a body Amade from any 
suitable material, having therein independ 
ent ink chambers or wells 5 accessible 
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through dip openings 6 formed in the top 
of the body A, while between the said cham 
bers or Wells 5 and formed in the body A is 
a vertical slot 7 forming a guideway for a 
depressible actuating lever 8 which, at its 
forward end, is formed with a button or 
key 9 for operating the same for a pur 
pose presently described. Removably fitted 
Within the dip opening 6 in the top of the 
body A are caps or closure members 10 
which form stoppers for the said openings 
and which are integrally formed with an 
arm 11, these arms being fixed to a rocking 
shaft 12 journaled in bearings 13 mounted 
in the top of the body A of the well so that 
on the rocking of the shaft 12 the closures or 
caps 10 will be simultaneously moved for the 
opening or closing of the openings 6 in the 
top of the body A, as will be clearly ap 
parent. 
The rocking shaft 13 is formed with a 

crank 14 which works within the slot 7 and 
this crank is connected with the lever 8 so 
that on the depressing of the latter the 
crank 14 will be turned for the rocking of 
the shaft 12 to lift the closure or cap 10, 
whereby the pen can be dipped into the ink 
in the chamber or well 5 through the open 
S. 6 in the top of the body A of the ink 
We 

Surrounding the shaft 12 is a coiled ten 
sion spring 15 which has one end working 
against the top of the body A of the ink 
well while the other end works against one. 
of the ends of the arm 11, and this spring 
is normally designed to hold the caps 10 in 
closing position relative to the opening 6 
in the top of the body of the ink well. 
When the closures or caps 10 are raised to 
open position the Spring 15 will act to au 
tomatically close the said closures or caps 
when the lever 8 is released in a manner 
presently described. Bridging the slot 7 at 
the top of the body A is a loop 16 which 
limits the upward movement of the lever 8 
after depressing the same. 
Formed at the bottom of the slot 7 is a 

lateral notch 17 in which is adapted to en 
gage the lever 8 when depressed so as to lock 
the same for holding the closures or caps 
10 in raised or open position against the re 
sistance of the spring 15 surrounding the 
rocking shaft 12 to which the arms 11 of 
the closures or caps are fastened. The lever 
8 is swingingly supported upon a pivot 18 
mounted in the body A of the ink well. 
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From the foregoing description, taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawing, 
the construction and manner of use of my 
ink well will be readily apparent and, there 
fore, a more extended explanation has been 
omitted. . 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim: 
An ink well comprising a body having ink 

chambers therein and also a slot therebe 
tween and opening through the top and 
front of said body, said body being formed 
with openings in its top for communication 
with the chambers, caps closing Said open 

15 ings, a rocking shaft journaled on the top 
of the body, arms supporting the caps and 
fixed to the shaft, means for tensioning the 
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shaft to normally hold the caps in closed po 
sition, a lever pivoted in the slot and having 
a key disposed forwardly of the front of the 
body, a crank formed in the shaft and 
loosely engaged in the lever, and means 
bridging the slot to limit the movement of 
the lever in one direction, the said slot be 
ing formed with a lateral branch to receive 
the lever when moved in the opposite direc 
tion for locking the same. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
ARTHUR. R. ZIMMERMAN. 

Witnesses: 
JoHN D. THOMAs, 
RUSSELL S. RENN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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