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To all whom it may conce77, 
Beit known that I, HENRY L. HOUSHOLDER, 

a citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Hebron, in the county of McHenry 
and State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Pipe-Tongs; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to letters, or figures of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this 
specification. 
My invention relates to certain new and use 

ful improvements in pipe-tongs; and it con 
sists in the construction and combination of 
the parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth, 
and specifically pointed out in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, which illus 
trate my invention, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of my improvement, showing the same 
with the jaws closed upon each other. Fig. 2 
is a side view, partly in section; and Fig. 3 is 
a perspective view showing the jaws opened 
and handles separated. 
A represents one handle of my improved 

pipe-tongs, the end of which is bent upwardly 
and provided with a series of ratchet-faced 
serrations, ct, which are formed on the inner 
curved face of this bent portion, which makes 
one of the jaws. This portion A of the pipe 
tong between the jaw A and the handle is pro 
vided with a longitudinal slot, B, through 
which passes the eccentric end C of the oppo 
site handle-bar, A'. 
D represents a block, which is bifurcated at 

its rear end, and is secured to the end of the 
eccentric portion of the lever C by a pivoted 
pin, d. This block at its forward end is ser 
rated, and is held upon the flat section of the 
member A. by a bail, E, which passes around 
the block, and also around the flat portion of 
Said member A. This bail is Secured to the 
block by suitable fastening devices. It will 
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be noted that the faces of the block D and 
the face of the handle or member A. are per 
fectly flat, so that the parts can be moved 
Over each other, and when it is desired to 
grasp an object the handles are placed in 
the position shown in Fig. 3, which will cause 
the block D to be moved away from the sta 
tionary jaw, the straight edge c' striking 
against the front end, b', of the slot B. Now, 
when it is desired to move the sliding jaw 
toward the stationary jaw, the handles are 
closed upon each other, which movement 
causes the block D to approach the stationary 
jaw, the eccentric portion of the handle A' 
abutting against the rear end of the slot. It 
will be noticed that the eccentric curved por 
tion of the member A' is such that when the 
handles are brought close together they will 
be locked upon each other. wr 

claim 
1. In a pipe Wrench or tongs constructed 

substantially as described, the stationary jaw 
A", formed integral with the handle-bar, said 
member being provided between the handle 
and the stationary jaw with a longitudinal 
slot, in combination with the bifurcated slid 
ing block D, pivotally attached to the eccen 
tric end of the handlebar A" and bail E, sub 
stantially as shown, and for the purpose set 
forth. 

2. In a pipe-wrench, the stationary jaw A, 
having a flat portion between the same and the 
handle, which is provided with a longitudinal 
slot, a sliding block attached thereto by a 
bail, E, and a lever having an eccentric-shaped 
end, which is adapted to pass through the slot 
B, and is pivotally connected to the sliding 
block D, the parts being organized substan 
tially as shown, and for the purpose set forth. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
HENRY L. HOUSEHOLDER. 

Witnesses: 
HENRY R. BALDWIN, 
F. E. GRATTON. 
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