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My invention-relates to-a method of dis-
playing articlés of a ceramic or similar na-
ture, such as brick tile or the like, by taking
individual pieces of different color, size or

& pattern and arranging them on a suitable
support provided for the purpose, preferably
in the form of a display rack, in such man-
ner as to show the effect of any desired de-
sign: o
The particular purpose of the method is to
facilitate comparison of the effects of changes
in design by enabling a quick substitution
of different articles without deranging the
entire design. o e
The invention also relates to a novel fold-
able display stand specially adapted to- car-
" rying out the method herein: described and
claimed. ‘ '
. In the specification reference is'made to
% the accompanying drawings, which are made
a part of the specification in which the meth-
od and apparatus are described in such clear
and definite terms as will enable one skilled

o :
<2 practice the same.

In the drawings: o
Figure 1is a front elevation of the particu-
lar display stand made use of and described

. herein, shown in its folded position.-
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Figure 2 is a side view of the display stand
“set up ready for use, partly in section, on the
line 2-—2 of Figure 1. ' o '

Figure 3 is a section on the line 3—3 of

.. Figure 1.
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Tigure 4 is a sectional view of a part of the
display stand showing how tiles may be sup-
ported thereon. o

~ Figure 5 is a perspective view of one of the
transverse supporting bars or shelves, show-
ing how it is mounted on the display stand. .

Figure 6 is a plan view of the supporting -

bar shown in Figure 5 separate from the dis-
play stand. ‘
Figure 7 is a perspective view of the bottom
left hand corner of the frame of the stand.
Figure 8 is a broken perspective view of the
bottom member of the frame, shown separate
~from the other parts of the display stand.
Figures § and 10 are views to show a modi-

_in the art to which the invention relates to

fied form of display stand which may be made

of wood, and

‘Figure 11 shows how the tiles may be dis-

played to show the effect of the pattern of
the side wall and floor tiles. - :

Referring to the drawings, the foldable dis-
play stand, shown folded in Figure 1, com-
prises sheet metal side members @, @ having
the cross section shown in Figure 3 united at
the top of a top rail » having the same cross

section, and at the bottom by a floor or bot- -

tom member ¢. These parts are secured to-
gether by welding or other appropriate meth-
od, and the upper corners are preferably re-
inforced by channel shaped pieces d inserted
in the top member so as to overlie the welded
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seam, which pieces are spot welded in'place.
At each end of the bottom member of the

frame a portion 7 of the blank is bent rear-.

ward to form a face which is spot welded to
the inner face of the side members .
Lottom corners vertical channel pieces ¢ are

“also spot welded in place to strengthen the

side members. - L
In the middle of the frame a vertical guide
¢ is secured by welding it at its ends to the

top and bottom members. The structure of

this guide is clearly shown in Figure 5. Itis
contemplated that this vertical guide may be
reinforced by stiffening metal pieces of any

At the

{

80

suitable form welded in place, but for clear-

ness they are omitted from the drawings, as
a0t a material part of the invention.

It will be observed that the front faces
of the frame members are so constructed: as
to afford a recessed shoulder % surrounded
at the top and sides by a projecting rim ¢; and
this shoulder les flush with and in the same

-plane with the inclined face j of the bottom

member ¢ and the front face of the guide g.

This frame which constitutés a part of the.
display stand rests with the bottom member
¢ upon the floor of the display room, and. is
supported in a position somewhat inclined
to the rearward from the vertical by a pair
of legs % preferably of angle iron, pivoted
at I to the frame, the opposite ends resting
upon- the floor. These legs % are held in-
spaced relation by a bar m spot welded ‘at
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each end to the forward face of the rear
flange of each leg.

The legs are maintained in rigid relation
to the frame by short braces n pivoted at o
to the frame and extending through slots p
in the rear flanges of the legs. Each brace
n has in its lower edge a notch ¢, which by
engaging the leg & at the bottom of the slot
p serves to rigidly brace the legs in position.
When not in use the braces # may be disen-
gaged from the legs, and the latter then
folded up into contact with the sides @ of the
frame. :

A plurality of transverse supporting bars
or horizontal shelves » are made use of,
which may be placed at any desired position
on the frame, the function of which is to
afford supports or rests on which the tiles to
be displayed may be placed. One of these
supporting bars or shelves is shown in Fig-
ure 5. It consists of what is essentially a
channel member of sheet metal having a
groove ¢ formed in the front face during the
process of manufacture, in which groove a
strip ¢ of metal or other material is secured,
which is to serve as a ledge for supporting
the tiles. This channel member has in the
middle a short piece w, of U-shaped cross sec-
tion, the arms of the U abutting the bottom

. of the channel member with the bottom of

the U-shaped piece at the rear and flush with

the arms of the channel. ‘
Before inserting this U-shaped piece into

the channel, a spring clip » is riveted or

. otherwise secured to the bottom as shown in

Figures 5 and 6.  After insertion into the
channel member the U-shaped piece is se-
cured therein by spot welding. At each end
similar but shorter U-shaped pieces w are

*- secured in place by welding; but these mem-

bers are secured in place in such manner as
to project to the rear a short distance in
order to afford sufficient clearance between
the guide ¢ and the spring clip » and its
securing rivets.

Figures 9 and 10 are sufficient without
further description to show how a display
stand, suitable for displaying ware in accord-
ance with the method herein described, may
be made of other material than sheet metal,
such as wood for instance.

In the use of tiles in rooms finished with
this material it is common practice to have
the tier on the side wall next the floor of

> special formation to avoid a joint in an in-

accessible part of the work, which is objec-
tionable. A tile of this kind is shown in
Figure 4, where it is held against slipping
out of position by the turned up flange ¢’ of
the bottom member ¢.

In the method of displaying the tile to
show what the appearance will be when in-
corporated in the proposed structure, man-
tle or wall, a supporting bar r is placed at

» such a distance above the bottom member ¢
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that the upper edge of the bottom tier of
tiles will fall just under the metal strip ¢.
The spring clip » will hold the supporting
bar in place on the guide g firmly enough to
carry the weight of the next tier of tiles,
which will rest on and be supported by the
strip ¢, with the upper edge just under the
strip ¢ of the supporting bar next above.

In this way the entire display stand may
be filled up with a number of tiers of tiles,
which may vary in color, height, size or pat-
tern; and when it is desired to observe the
effect of a change in the character of any
tier of tiles; the tier may be lifted off and
others laid in place. If the tiles to be in-
serted are of greater vertical height the
supporting bars above may be pushed up-
wards; if of a lesser height they may be
drawn down the proper distance. In’ this
way the customer himself may work out a
design snitable to his own taste, and the
salesman is saved the great inconvenience
and expense of maintaining a large collec-
tion of display tablets made up of tiling set
;n cement, as has been the practice hereto-
ore. :

This freedom of arrangement also has the
effect of affording means for quickly and easi-
ly displaying an unlimited number of orig-
inal and novel arrangements and designs
which has heretofore been impracticable be-
cause of the great labor and expense attend-
ant on the preparation of permanent designs
iaid in cement.

It is obvious that various changes and mod-
ifications may be made in the details of con-
struction and design of the above specifically
described embodiment of this invention with-
out departing from the spirit thereof, such
changes and modifications being restricted
only by the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:—

1. A supporting bar for a display rack hav-
ing a plain front face, a strip secured on a
median longitudinal line in the front face,
a friction clip on the rear face adapted to en-
gage a vertical guide on the rack, whereby
its position on the rack may be adjusted.

2. A sheet metal supporting bar for a dis-
play rack having a longitudinally grooved
front face, a strip sccured in said groove, a
spring clip secured to the rear of said bar,
said clip having two arms adapted to engage
opposite sides of a vertical guide, and means
for rendering said sheet metal bar rigid.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

CLARK A. WHITCOMB.
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