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To all tuhon, it nally concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS E. HALLETT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented a certain new and useful 
Improvement in Supporting Mechanism for 
Linemen, of which the following is a full, clear, 
concise, and exact description, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, forming a 
part of this specification. 
My invention relates to supporting devices 

for use in the inspection of apparatus occupy 
ing elevated positions. 
One of the utilities of my invention is in 

connection with poles on which are mounted 
junction-boxes, arc-lamps, or devices of like 
nature located in positions near the pole-tops. 
The device is adapted to serve as a support 

ing means, rest, or seat whereby the lineman 
instead of having to cling to the pole while 
performing his duties is supported in prox 
imity to the apparatus under inspection or 
adjustment and is enabled to freely use his 
hands. 
The preferred embodiment of the invention 

is adapted to be permanently secured to a pole. 
In my improved device I employ means 

whereby the device may be adjusted to poles 
of varying diameter, so that all of the devices 
may be made alike and suited to the various 
poles. To this end I desirably make the de 
Vice of a truss-like formation having a hori 
Zontally-disposed tension or rest member and 
a strut or compression member disposed ob 
liquely to the aforesaid member. Said mem 
bers are desirably pivotally or adjustably con 
nected in order to permit the strut member to 
vary its angular relation with respect to the 
rest member. Said tension member is pref 
erably anchored to the pole at a point oppo 
site its pivotal connection with the strut, and 
the free end of said strut is likewise rigidly 
secured to the pole, forming therewith and 
with the pole a triangular construction. The 
tension member is preferably in the form of 
a continuous band and is sufficiently enlarged 
with respect to the pole to accommodate a line 
man. With this arrangement and construc 
tion of the parts when the device is secured 

otal connection, is permitted to assume an in 
clination necessary to effect the triangular 
formation and maintain the tension or rest 
member in an approximately horizontal posi 
tion. To prevent said rest member from rock 
ing should the weight of the lineman be sus 
tained more on one side thereofthan the other, 
I desirably provide means whereby said mem 
ber is rigidly secured to the pole laterally of 
its anchorage and preferably on both sides of 
its anchorage. Means are also provided 
whereby the occupant of the structure is en 
abled to maintain his balance while his hands 
are employed with the apparatus at the pole 
top. To this end I desirably locate pole-steps 
at opposite points on said pole a serviceable 
distance below the rest member, which affords 
a convenient balancing means or foot-rest. 

I will describe my invention more particu 
larly, with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, illustrating the preferred embodi 
ment thereof, in which 
Figure 1 is a view in elevation of the de 

vice in position. Fig. 2 is a horizontal sec 
tion on line 22 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a detail 
elevation showing the pivotal connection of 
the strut and rest member on an enlarged 
scale. Fig. 4 is a detail elevation showing 
means whereby the tension member is an 
chored to the pole. Fig. 5 is a sectional view 
on line 55 of Fig. 3. 

Like parts are indicated by similar charac 
ters of reference throughout the different 
views. 
A pole 1, such as a telephone-pole, is illus 

trated, on which is shown, by way of example, 
a junction-box2. The device embraces a ten 
sion or rest member, which is preferably con 
structed from a single strip of suitable mate 
rial, as strap-iron, the free ends of which are 
desirably united, forming a continueus band 
3. Said band is adapted to completely encir 
cle the pole on which it is mounted and to 
project approximately at right angles there 
from. Said band 3 is preferably formed in 
the shape of an oval loop, the small end there 
of closely embracing the pole 1, while the 
large end serves to form a projecting seat or 
back section. Said loop is desirably enlarged 
with respect to the pole sufficiently to accom 
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modate a lineman. I preferably locate said 
loop or band 3 a slight distance below the ap 
paratus to be reached, and said apparatus and 
the supporting device should desirably be lo 
cated on one side of the pole. The free ends 
of said band 3 are preferably united at the Small 
end of the loop by a lag-screw 4, which con 
stitutes the means whereby this end of the 
loop is anchored to the pole. I preferably 
unite the ends of said band by overlapping 
the same and passing said lag-screw 4through 
registered apertures therein. 
A strut member 5 is adapted to support the 

outer or projecting end of said loop member 
3. In the preferred form of my device Ise 
cure one end of the strut 5 to the loop 3 by a 
pivotal or adjustable connection, while the re 
maining or free end of said strut is rigidly Se 
cured to the pole. The pivotal connection is 
desirably effected by bending one end of said 
strut 5 upon itself and forming thereon an 
eye, as shown in Fig. 5. Bearings 6 are pro 
vided on said loop 3 desirably opposite its 
point of anchorage to the pole. Said bear 
ings are preferably constructed from strips 
of metal folded in the form of short loops, 
the free ends being permanently secured to 
the band 3, while the lower or loop portions 
encircle a pivot-bolt 7, which pivotally unites 
said loop or band 3 to the strut 5. This piv 
otal connection permits the strut to be swung 
inwardly to a greater or less extent, thus per 
mitting a horizontal disposition of the loop or 
band member 3 irrespective of the diameter 
of the selected pole. 
The lower end 8 of the strut 5 is preferably 

swaged or flattened and apertured to provide 
means for fastening the strut to the pole. It 
will be obvious that said swaged portion 8 
bears an angular relation to the body of the 
strut 5. In practice I preferably weaken said 
part 8 by flattening the same sufficiently to 
permit said part to yield and adjust itself to 
the varying degrees of inclination to be as 
sumed by the strut 5 without imperiling its 
strength in supporting the loop 3. 
To prevent the loop 3 from rocking on its 

supporting-points should the weight of the 
lineman be thrown to one side thereof, I pref 
erably provide supplemental anchoring means 
in the form of vertically-disposed straps 9, 
which, as shown, are riveted to said loop 3 
and rigidly secured to the pole. It is also 
found desirable to locate pole-steps 10 a serv 
iceable distance below the loop 3 to provide a 
foot-rest for the occupant. 

It is obvious that changes may be readily 
made in the embodiment of my invention 
shown without departing from the spirit of 
the invention, and I do not, therefore, wish 
to be limited to the precise construction illus 
trated; but, 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
the following: 

759,274 

1. The combination with a pole, of a sup 
porting device comprising a continuous band 
the ends thereof overlapping and being an 
chored to one side of the pole said band being 
enlarged with respect to the pole, a strut piv 
oted to said band on the other side of the pole 
opposite the anchorage of the band said strut 
being rigidly secured to the pole at its oppo 
site end, means for preserving the horizontal 
position of said band and a pole-step located 
inserviceable proximity thereto, substantially 
as described. 

2. The combination with a pole, of a sup 
porting device comprising a band enlarged 
with repect to the pole to accommodate a line 
man within the same and anchored to said pole. 
on one side thereof, a strut pivoted to said 
band on the other side of the pole opposite the 
anchorage of the band to permit adjustment 
and a pole-step anchored to said pole, substan 
tially as described. 

3. The combination with a pole, of a sup 
porting device comprising a band enlarged 
with respect to the pole to accommodate a line 
man within the same and anchored to said pole 
on one side thereof and a strut pivoted to said 
band on the other side of the pole opposite 
the anchorage of the band to permit adjust 
ment, substantially as described. 

4. The combination with a pole, of a sup 
porting device comprising a band enlarged 
with respect to the pole to accommodate a line 
man within the same and anchored to said pole 
on one side thereof, a strut secured to said 
band on the other side of the pole opposite the 
anchorage of the band and a pole-step an 
chored below said band, substantially as de 
scribed. - 

5. The combination with a pole, of a sup 
porting device comprising a band enlarged 
with respect to the pole to accommodate a line 
man within the same and anchored to said pole 
on One side thereof and a strut secured to said 
band on the other side of the pole opposite the 
anchorage of said band, substantially as de 
scribed. 

6. The combination with a pole, of a sup 
porting device comprising a band enlarged 
with respect to the pole to accommodate a line 
man within the same and anchored to said pole 
on one side thereof, a strut secured to said 
band on the other side of the pole opposite the 
main anchorage of the band and supplemental 
anchorage means located laterally of said main 
anchorage, substantially as described. 

7. The combination with a pole, of a sup 
porting device comprising a band enlarged 
with respect to the pole to accommodate a line 
man within the same and anchored to said pole 
on one side thereof, a strut adjustably secured 
to Said band on the other side of the pole op 
posite its anchorage and a pole-step located 
below said band, substantially as described. 

8. The combination with a pole, of a sup 
porting device comprising a band enlarged 
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with respect to the pole to accommodate a line 
man within the same and anchored to said pole 
on one side thereof and a strut adjustably se 
cured to said band opposite its anchorage, sub 
stantially as described. 

9. The combination with a pole, of a sup 
porting device comprising a band enlarged 
with respect to the pole to accommodate a line 
man within the same and anchored to said pole 

Io on one side thereof and a strut secured at one 

end to said band opposite its anchorage to the 
pole and at its other end to the pole, substan 
tially as described. 
In witness whereof Ihereunto subscribe my 

name this 2d day of September, A. D. 1903. I5 
THOMAS E. HALLETT. 

Witnesses: 
GEORGE L. CRAGG, 
CARL H. CRAWFORD. 

  


