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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL LEWIS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Topeka,
in the county of Shawnee and State of Kan-
sas, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Barrel-Racks, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. .

My invention relates to an improvementin
the class of barrel-racks adapted to serve, in
addition to the funection of supporting bar-
rels, that of trucks for picking them up and
moving them about or to their places of stor-
age,in which the rack funection of the devices
is utilized. . .

The objects of my inventiomw are to provide
a simple, cheap, and durable construction of
the device, and one which will afford peculiar
advantages in the way of facilitating the use
of the device in the performance of its bar-
rel-shifting and stationary supporting fane-
tions.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Irigure 1 is a perspective view showing the de-
vice without the attachments for adjusting a

barrel thereon, parts being indicated by dot-
ted lines. Tig. 2 is a similar view showing

the barrei-seat and wedge and lever detailsin
their relatively-adjusted positions for use.
Ifig. 3 is a perspective view in the nature of
a diagram, showing the application of the de-
vice in picking up a barrel therewith; and
Figs. 4, 5, and 6 are perspective views, re-
spectively, of the lever, wedge, and clutching-
hook details.

A is the rack, comprising as its essential
coustruction a body portion rounded length-
wise to afford a convex base adapting the de-
vice to be rocked and provided with one or
more roller-supports and having a barrel-seat
on its top.

The detailed construction of the rack in-
volves parallel rockers a a, formed with mor-
tise-holes e in their upper edges at opposite
sides of the centers thereof to receive the ends
of benches 0, which fasten the rockers to-
gether in their relative parallel positions and
are formed with conecavities [ in their upper
edges to receive and firmly seat the barrel 3
and with central recesses 7 in their lower
edges. Near their bases, between the benches

b,therockersare fastened together and braced
by a transverse bolt-rod d, and rollers ¢ ¢ for
supporting the rack A are journaled at oppo-
site ends (where they are reduced to form the
journals ¢) in circular holes f, forming bear-
ings in the lower parts and near the opposite
ends of the rockers, the bearings being suffi-
cientlylarge to permit free motion of the jour-
nals.

C is the lever, which I provide in the form
of a barhaving secured upon it near one end
an angular piece of metal, one arm of the an-
gle-piece being fastened to aside of the lever
and having a hook or flange j at its extremity,
and the other arm k projecting outward or
upward at a right angle from the extremity
of the lever and being bent backward toward
its free end to form a hook or flange 4.

D is the wedge,and E is a hook, preferably
of the bifurcated form illustrated.

To use the device for picking up a barrel B,
I turn it on end on its rockers against the bar-
rel and introduce the lever C lengthwise be-
tween the benches and rollers and insert it
into the recesses /i in the former, thereby caus-
ing the end of the lever provided with the
hook or flange 4 to protrude beyond the outer
side of one of the said benches and the hook
or flange j to bear against and be stopped by
theinnersidethereof. Ithenapply thecluteh-
hook E to the lever in a manner to embrace
it adjacent to the bench D then nearest the
upper end of the rack A, having previously
caused the hook ¢ of the lever to engage the
lower chine of the barrel, when the prongson
the ends of the hook E are caused to engage
the chine on the upper end of the barrel, there-
by to elutch it at such end to the truck. I
then drive the wedge D into the recess i in
the bench 0 to whieh the cluteh-hook E is ad-
jacent and between the arms of the latter to
tighten and secure the respective partsintheir
relatively-adjusted positions. The wedge, be-
sides, serves to adjust the barrel at the angle
of inclination on the rack desired to insure
the discharge of all the contents thereof.
When the rack has thus been counected with
the barrel on end, the latter may be readily
tipped through the medium of the lever to
bring it and the rack toa horizontal position,
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wherein the rack serves as a truck for mov-
ing the barrel to any desired position and
there supporting it as a rack.

‘What I claim as new, and desire. to secure

: by Letters Patent, is—

In combination,a barrel-rack A, comprising
rockers @, havingsupporting-rollerscand pro-
vided with transverse benches b, forming a
barrel - seat and having recesses / in their
lower edges, a lever C, adapted to enter the
saild recesses and provided toward one end

462,410

with the chine-hook ¢ and stop-hook j,a hook
E, adjustably applied to the lever to engage

a chine of the barrel, and a wedge D, inserted
upon the lever into therecess 2 in one of said 15
benches, the whole being construeted and ar-.
ranged to operate substantially as described.

SAMUEL LEWIS.
Witnesses:
L. V. BARNES,
FRED . RUSSELL.




