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To all whom it may.concern:

Be it known that we, Harry Warp FooTe

and Epwix Kinmours SuiTH, citizens of |

the United States, and residing, respectively,
in New Haven, county of New Haven, State
of Connecticut, and Morristown, Morris
county, State of New Jersey, have invented
a certain new and useful Improvement in
Processes for Moistening Tobacco, of which
the following is such a ?ull, clear, and exact
description as will enable any one skilled

in the art to which it appertains to make

and use the same.
Our invention relates to a process for
moistening tobacco, and more particularly

smoking tobacco, cigars and cigarettes, and.

for maintaining the same in a suitable and
desirable condition for use.

In carrying out our process, the tobacco
to be treated may either have been previ-
ously dried in any suitable manner, for ex-
ample, by drying it over sulfuric acid, or
may have been brought to a good condition
for smoking by means of moisture applied
by a wet sponge, or it may have been made
too moist by the same means.

such as an ordinary covered jar, and within
the same. vessel is placed a quantity of a
salt containing water of crystallization.
This salt is preferably placed in a small
‘open vessel within the closed one and its

cellent moist condition. In practicing: our

‘process, we have used partially dehydrated |

sodium phosphate, sodium sulfate (Glauber
salt), sodium carbonate, and sodium bi-
borate (crystallized borax).

"~ We find that if an-open vessel containing
sodium phosphate, HNa,PO,.12H,0, par-
tinlly dehyJdrated, is placed in a covered
jar with some very.dry tobacco, after two
or .three .days the tobacco las absorbed
enough water vapor from the salt, to be
in good condition for smoking. If an open
vessel of sodium phosphate, partially de-
hydrated, is placed in a closed jar of tobacco
in good smoking condition, the tobacco re-
tains its condition indefinitely, showing no
tendency to dry, even if the jar is repeat-
edly opened in order to remove some of its
contents. If a package of sodium phos-
phate, partially dehydrated, is placed over

a very moist tobacco, it absorbs part of the

y \ The tobacco |
in this condition is placed in a closed vessel,

moisture, leaving the right amount for
smoking.

In operating a moistener or humidor of
this character, we propose to use any and
all salts having water of crystallization, or
hydrated salts, either alone or mixed with
other substances, a small package of which
when placed in a closec receptacle with

tobaceco unchanged and which when placed
in a’ closed receptacle with tobacco too dry
to smoke, would give wup sufficient of its
water of crystallization to bring the tobacco
to a smokable condition, and which when
placed in a closed receptacle with tobacco
too damp to smoke, would absorb some of
its moisture, so that it could be smoked.
The particular salt or salts thus used in the
process may be placed in any convenient
‘receptacle or arranged in any convenient
form of package which will adapt it to be
conveniently pTaced within the vessel con-
taining the tobacco and in order that the
salt may have free access to the air within
the closed vessel in order to act upon the
tobacco therein. .

We are aware that prior to our invention,
{ hygroscopic bodies, sponges and plaster.of
paris, have been used for keeping tobacco
moist, but we do not claim the process car-
ried out by any of the same.

Having thus described our invention what
we claim and desire to secure by ILetters
| Patent is:—

1. The improved process of moistening
tobacco which consists in placing the to-
bacco in a closed vessel in the presence of
a salt or salts containing water of crystal-
lization and capable of parting with and
taking up said -water of crystallization in
the presence of the tobacco. .

2. The improved process of moistening
tobaceo which consists in placing the tobacco
in a closed vessel in the presence of a sodium
salt containing water o]fJ
capable of parting with and taking up said
water of. crystallization in the presence of
the tobacco. '

3. The improved process of moistening
tobacco which -consists in placing the to-
bacco in a closed vessel in the presence of
a partially dehydrated sodium salt or salts
containing water of crystallization and ca-
pable of parting with and taking up said

crystallization and .
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water of crystallization in' the presence of | 6. The irr.lprvoved‘ process of moistening
the tobacco. o ‘ : . tobacco which consists in placing the to-

4. The improved process of moistening | bacco in a closed vessel in the presence of

. tobacco which consists in placing the to- i partially dehydrated sodium phosphate con-

ot

10

5 taking up the same in the presence of the to-

bacco in a closed vessel in the presence of a | taining water of crystallization and capable
partially dehydrated salt or salts contain- ; of parting with and taking up the same in
ing water of crystallization and capable of | the presence of the tobacco.

parting with and taking up said water of | In testimony whereof, we have hereunto
crystallization in the presence of the tobacco. | set our hands in the presence of the two

5. The improved process of moistening | subscribing witnesses.

tobacco which consists in placing the to- | s - - A

bacco in a closed vessel in the prbesen(:e of E 53\17%711{1% '}gl%%l%[l}%ngMlTH
sodium phosphate containing water of erys- - ! ' . e
tallization and capable of parting with and | Witnesses:

Mary M. Mayger,
bacco. JANE A. FORBES.
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