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An envelope (10) comprising a flat flexible container having a document storage space sealable by a flat (20) foldable from
a front portion (14) of the container over a mouth (18) thereof to enable sealing of the storage space by adhering said flap to a
back portion (16) of the container. In one embodiment the sealing flap has at least two sealing portions (24) thereby allowing the
envelope to be securely sealed by the flap by utilising an outermost sealing portion. On opening, the envelope can be reused by
utilising the second or subsequent sealing portion (24). In a second embodiment, there is provided a second flap (28) which, in
addition to the first flap, allows the envelope to be reused at least twice. In a further embodiment, the envelope includes a deta-

chable address portion (30).
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RE-USABLE ENVELOPES

The present invention relates to envelopes of the
type comprising a flat flexible container made of
papef, or the 1like, thé interior of which defines a
document storage space, and which includes a sealing
member for sealing said storage space.

Envelopes of the above type are well known and are
normally constructed by die cﬁtting a paper or
cardboard blank and gluing said blank with an
overlapped back seam and with bottom and sealing flaps
both adheriné to a béck portion.

Many alternative constuctions of envelopes are
known but essentially all result in a flat flexible
container having a document storage épace sealable by a
flap foldable from a front portion of the container
over a mouth thereof to enable sealing of the storage
space Ey adhering said flap to a back portion of the
container. Envelopes according to such known
constructions are normally only able to be used once
since, when gaining access to enclosed documents, the
flap 1is irreparably damaged by tearing along or
adjacent its line of folding.

Envelopes having a self-sealing flap are known
whereby the adhesive on.the flap is such that the flap
can be easily re-opened to‘ allow access to enclosed
documents. However, it is common for users of such
envelopes to employ additional sealing means, for
example, sticking tape, since the ability to re-open

the envelope presents a security risk with regard to
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the enclosed documents. Therefore, the envelope must
thereafter be opened in a conventional manner which
results in damage to the flap and prevents re-use of
the envelope. '

5 It is also known for envelopes of conventional
construction to be provided for re-use particularly
where a receiver of documents is requested to return
enclosed documents,. or at least send a response,
perhaps by making a payment in settlement of an

10 account, for example, by re-using the envelope in which
the documents were ;anclose_d. Whilst it is usual in
such instances fér the documents to be enclosed in the
envelope with the sealing flap not firmly adhered to
the back portion to allow for ea-sy access to the

15 enclosed ddcuments, it is still .possible for the
receiver to damage the envelope on opening only then
becominé’ aware that the envelope is intended to be
reused.

A further problem with envelopes of conventional

20 construction is that they are normally provided with a
transparent window in order that the address of the
receiver marked on the enclosed documents can be viewed
through said window by the carrier. In such cases,
where the envelope is fo be re-used, it is normally

25 necessary for the receiver to return at least part of
the enclosed documents, together with a payment for
example, whereby the documents must be replaced in the
envelope in a reverse manner in order that the return

address is viewable through the window. It is common
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for this simple procedure to be mistakenly carried out
such that the documents to be returned are placed in
the envelope in such a manner that no address is
viewable through the window, or alternatively, the

5 receivers' address is once again viewable resulting in
the envelope not being carried directly to the return
destination.

It is an object of the present invention to provide
a re-usable envelope which obviates or mitigates the

10 aforementioned problems.

According to oné aspeqt of. the present invention
there 1is provided an envelope comprising a flat
flexible container having a document storage space
sealable by a flap foldable from a front portion of the

15 contéiner over a mouth thereof to enable sealing of the
storage spacé by adhering said flap to a back portion
of the container, wherein thé flap has at least two
separable sealing portions.

Preferably, the sealing portions each substantially

20 span the width of the flap in a direction generally
parallel with a line about which the flap is foldable.

Preferably, each sealing portion is coated with a
water activated adhesive.

Alternatively, each'sealing portion may be coated

25 with a self-adhering adhesive.

Each sealing portion may be separable from an

adjacent sealing portion by means of perforations in

the flap along a line separating said sealing portions.
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Alternatively, the sealing ©portions may be
separable by means of a tear-strip located between said
adjacent sealing portions, the tear-strip being
accessible from an oppositely 'facing surface of the
flap from that which faces toward the mouth of the
container.

Alternatively further, the sealing portions may be
separable by an adhesive strip joining the sealing
portions together, the adhesive strip being accessible
for removal thereof from the oppositely facing surface
of the flap.- . .

According to a second aspect of the present
invention there is provided a blank for an envelope
according to the next seven proceediﬁg paragraphs.

According to a third aspect of the present
invention thére»is provided an envelope comprising a
flat fiexible container having a document storage space
sealable by a first flap foldable from a front portion
of the container over a mouth thereof to enable sealing
of the storage space by adhering said flap to a back
portion of the container and a second flap is provided
as an alternative means of sealing the storage space
wherein the second flap is foldable from the front or
back portion over the mouth for adhering to the back or
front portion respectively.

The first flap may have at 1least two separable
sealing portions.

The second flap may have at least two separable

sealing portions.

-t
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According to a fourth aspect of the present
invention there is provided a blank for an envelope
according to the next three preceding paragraphs.

According to a fifth aépect of the present
invention, there is provided an envelope comprising a
flat flexible container having a document storage space
sealable by a flap foldable from a front portion of the
container over a mouth thereof to enable sealing of the
storage space by adhering said flap to a back portion
of the container wherein, there is provided on at least
one of.said:front of back porti&ns a detachable address
portion. |

‘ The detachable address portion may be integral with
the front-or back portions and detadhable by means of a
perforated boundary.

Preferabiy | a transparent window is provided
undernéath the detachable address portion whereupon
removal of said detachable address portion reveals the
window.

Alternatively, an address label 1is provided
underneath the detachable address portion whereupon
removal of the detachable address portion reveals the
address label for use.

According to a éixth aspect of the present
invention there is provided a blank for an envelope
according to the next four preceding paragraphs.

The foregoing and further features of the present
invention will be more readily understood from the

following description of preferred embodiments, by way
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of example thereof, with reference to the accompanying
drawings, of which:

Fig 1 is a rear view of an envelope embodying at
least the first and third aépects of the present

5 invention including a sealing flap which is shown in an
open position;

Fig 2 is a similar view of the envelope of Fig 1
with the sealing flap shown in a sealed position;

Fig 3 is a front view of an envelope embodying at

10 1least the Vfifth aspect of the present invention;

Fig.4 is'a rear view of the envelope of Fig 3 with
a part of a back portion of the envelope removed to
provide a partial view of an inner side of a front
portion of said envelope; and .

15 Fig 5 1s a blank for an envelope embodying all
aspects of the present inventiqn.

Figﬁres 1 to 4 appended hereto each show an
envelope 10 einbodyihg various aspects of the present
invention either singularly, or collectively. The

20 envelope 10 is formed from a blank of paper, or the
like, and comprises a flat flexible container 12
consisting of a substantially rectangular flat front
portion 14 superposed on a substantially similar back
portion 16. The frontvand back portions 14, 16 are

25 fixed together around three of their four respective
coincident edges and define therebetween a document
storage space. Documents can be placed in the document
storage space by insertion through a mouth 18 of the

container 12. The mouth 18 is bounded by the two
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unfixed coincident edges of the front and back portions
14, 16 respectively. The document storage space is
sealable by means of a flap which is foldable from the
front portion 14 over the mouth.18 of the container 12

5 to be adhered to the back portion 16 of said container
14.

Figures 1 and 2 show an envelope 10 embodying at
least 'the first and third aspeéts of the present
invention. The envelope 10 of these figures includes a

10 f£flap 20 which extends from the front portion 14 of the
containér 12:beyond the mouth 18 and is foldable about
a line 22 defining a part of said mouth. The flap 20
can be folded over the mouth 18 about said line 22 for
adhering to the back portion 16 of the container 12 in
15 order to seél the storage space of - the container 12. °
Flap 20 has a number of separable sealing portions 24
which span the width of said flap in a direction
generally parallel with fold line 22.
The sealing portions 24 can each be separately used
20 to seal the document storage space of the container 12

when the flap 20 is folded about the mouth 18 to come

into contact with the back portion 16.
It is intended that the sealing portion 24 located
towards the outermost edée of the flap 20 farthest from
25 the mouth 18 of the container 12 is utilised to seal
the document storage spacé of the envelope 10 when said
envelope 10 is first used. When the envelope 10 is
then opened the outermost sealing portion should be

separated from the remaining sealing portions to allow
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the flap 20 to be folded away from the back portion 16
to allow access to documents enclosed in the envelope
10. Reuse of the envelope 10 is possible by once again
folding the flap about the mouth to bring it in to
contact with the back portion 16 and using the next
outermost sealing portion 24 to seal said envelope 10.
Instructions 25 to remind a user that the envelope 10
is to be sealed by using only the outermost unused
sealing portion 24 may be printed on a surface of the
flap 20 facing away from the mouth 18. Therefore,
whilst folding the flap 20 aboué the mouth 18, a user
will see said instructions 25 and be reminded of the
manner in which it is intended that the envelope 10 be
sealed.

The sealing porfions 24 may be separable by means -
of tear—strips | 26 located between adjacent sealing
portioﬁs 24 wherein said tear-strips 26 are accessib_le
from the outward facing side of the flap 20 such that
when the flap 20 is folded about the mouth 18 to come

into contact with the back portion 16 and adhered to

-the back portion 16 by using the outermost unused

sealing portion 24, the tear-strip 26 will still be
accessible for opening the envelope 10. Opening of the
envelope 10 will be achieved by removal of the tear
strip 26 which will separate the sealing portion 24
adhered to the back portion 16 from the remaining
sealing portions 24 which have not been adhered to said

back portion 16. Once again, the instructions on the
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outward facing surface of the flap 20 will remind the
opener of the need to remove the correct tear-strip 26.
It is recognised that the provision of tear strips

26 fbr separating adjacent seéling portions 26 would

5 add to the expense of manufacturing an envelope 10
according to this aspect of the invention.. Therefore,

it is possible that the envelope might be formed with
the sealing portions 24 of the flap 20 separable by
means of perforations formed along lines separating

10 said adjacent portions 24. Alternatively, the sealing
portioné 24 may bé separable .by means of adhesive
strips which hold adjacent sealing portion; 24 together
whéreupon removal of an adhesive strip separates said
adjacent sealing portions 24. '

15 The envelope 10 may also be provided with a second
flap 28 (shoﬁn in broken outline in Figure 1) which is
foldabie from a back portion 16 of the container over
the mouth 18 to be adhered to the front portion 14 in
order to seal the document storage space of the

20 container 12. Such a flap 28 may be provided in an
envelope 10 including a first flap 20 ~ comprising
separable sealing portions 24, or alternatively, in an
envelope 10 including a conventional sealing flap
foldable from the fronﬁ portion to be adhered to the

25 back portion for sealing the envelope 10. The second
flap 28 is foldable so as to be able to be located
within the document storage space of the container 12
such that it will not impede insertion of documents in

said storage space. Should the envelope 10 be opened
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by a person using an envelope knife, or the 1like,
to cut the first flap along its fbld, the envelope 10
can still be reused by withdrawing the second flap 28
from the document storage spacé and folding said flap
28 to overlap the front portion 14 and adhering
thereto. The provision of a second flap 28 according
to this aspect of the invention would add negligibly to

the cost of producing conventional envelopes.

The size of the second flap 28 may be such that in

use, when adhered to the front portion 14 of the
containér 12} the flép 28 cqvers‘a stamp placement area
29 (shown in broken outline in figures 1 and 5) on the
front portion 14 thereby masking stamps and franking
marks placed on said stamp placemeht area 29 during
previous usé_of,the envelope 10.

The flap7287may even be mgde sufficiently large to
cover .é substantial part of the front portion 14
including an -address area (not shown) or address
window. Accordingly, the flap 28 may include a stamp
placement area 29" (shown in broken outline in figure
5) and an address area (not shown) to enable reuse of
the envelope 10.

It will be appreciated that the second flap 28 may
be foldable from the frdnt portion 14 of the container
rather than the back portion. However, the provision
of a second flap 28 foldable from a portion of the
container opposite to that from which the flap 20 folds
would allow the container to be formed from a single

die-cut blank.

"PCT/GB93/00451
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The sealing portions 24 on the first flap 20 and
the second flap 28 may be coated with a water activated
adhesive, or alternatively, a self sealing adhesive.

keferring now to figures 3 and 4, there is shown an

5 envelope which may be generally of conventional
construction or which may include sealing flaps 20, 28

in accordance with the afore-mentioned embodiments of

the invention. The envelope 10 of these figures
includes a detachable address portion 30 (shown in

10 broken outline in both figures 3 and 4). The address
portioﬁ is formed iﬁtegrally wifh the front portion 14

of the envelope 10 and is detachable by means of a
perforated boundary. However, the address portion 30
may be detachable by means of a tear;strip or the like.

15 The address portion 30, when detached from the
envelope 10; feveals a transparent window 32, or

alternétively, an address label 32. The transparent

window 32 comprises a transparent sheet adhered to an

inner surface of the front portion 14 of the envelope

20 10 to extend beyond the boundaries of the detachable
address portion 30. Similarly, where an address label

32 1is provided underneath the detachable address

portion 30, it comprises a paper sheet adhered to the

inner surface of said lfront portion 14 and it also

25 extends beyond the boundaries of said detachable

address portion 30. In use, an envelope 10 including a

detachable address portion 30 may carry the receiver's

address details on said detachable portion 30. The

envelope 10 may include flaps 20, 28 as hereinbefore
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described to enable its reuse and the receiver would be
instructed to remove the detachable address portion 30
to reveal either the transparent window or address
label 32.

In the case where a transparent window 32 is
provided underneath the detachable address_pdrtion 30,
the document receiver would be requested to insert
documents to be returned, for exaﬁple, with the return
address viewable through said transparent window. In
the alternative case where an address 1label 32 is
providéd, the recei&er may be ?equested,to enter the
return address details on said label or alternatively
the return address may already be pre-printed thus
ensuring that the envelope at-least.is returned to the
correct address.

Figure 5.sh6ws a paper blank 100 for an envelope 10
embodying all aspects of the present invention. The
blank 100 comprises a rectangular front portion 14
foldable about a fold line 102 to be superposed with a
back portion 16. The front portion is provided with
flaps 104 to enable the back portion 14 to be firmly
adhered thereto to provide a document storage space
therebetween. The front portion 14 includes a
perforated detachable address portion 30 and an address
label/transparent window 32. The front portion 14 also
includes a flap 20 with a number of separable sealing
portions 24. The flap 20 is foldable about a fold line
22 which defines part of a mouth 18 of an envelope 10

formed from said blank. The back portion includes a

PCT/GB93/00451
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flap 28 which acts as a second sealing flap when the
envelope 10 is constructed.

It will be clearly understood that an envelope may
be provided including one, or a combination, of the
aforementioned aspects of the invention, namely a
sealing flap 20 having a number of separable sealing
portions 24, a second sealing flap 28 or a detachable
address portion 30.

The advantages of an envelope embodying some of
said aspects will be evident to organisations who
dispatch documents éuch as acéounts to considerable
numbers of addressees in order to obtain payment of
such accounts and in so doing assist the addressees by
providing a return envelope. = The 'present invention
obviates the needs to provide a separate return
envelope and, in fact, provides an envelope which may
be reuéed on more than one occasion. The presept
invention also obviates the known problems encountered
with envelopes of conventional constructions which are

provided for reuse.

PCT/GB93/00451



WO 93/19991

10

15

20

25

14 PCT/GB93/00451

CLAIMS
1. An envelope comprising a flat flexible

container having a document storage space sealable by a

" flap foldable from a front portion of the container

over a mouth thereof to enable sealing of the storage
space by adhering said flap to a back portion of the
container, wherein the flap has at least two separable
sealing portions. |

2. An envelope has claimed in claim 1, wherein
the sealing portion; each substgntially span the width
of the-flap:in a direction generally parallel with a
line about which the flap is foldable.

3. An envelopé as claimed in claims 1 or 2,
wherein each sealing portion is coated with a water
activated adhesive.

4. An envelope as claimed in claims 1 or 2,
wherein each sealing portion is coated with a self-
adhering adhesive.

5. An envelope as claimed in any preceding
claim, wherein each sealing portion is separable from
an adjacent sealing portion by means of perforations in
the flap along a line separating said sealing portions.

6. An envelope as claimed in any of claims 1 to
5, wherein the sealing portions are separable by means
of a tear-strip located between said adjacent sealing
portions, the tear-strip being accessible from an
oppositely facing surface of the flap from that which

faces toward the mouth of the container.
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7. An envelope as claimed in any of claims 1 to
5, wherein the sealing portions are separable by an
adhesive strip joining the sealing portions together,
the édhesive strip being accessible for removal thereof

5 from an oppositely facing surface of the flap.

8. A blank for an envelope according to any of
the claims 1 to 7.

9. An envelope comprisiné a flat flexible
container having a document storage space sealable by a

10 first flap foldable from a front portion of the
contaiﬁer over a moufh thereof to enable sealing of the
storage space by adhering said flap to a back portion
of the container and a second flap is provided as an
alternative means of sealing the stérage space wherein

15 the 'second’ flap is foldable from .the front or back
portion over the mouth for adhering to the back or
front ﬁortion respectively.

10. An envelope as claimed in claim 9, wherein
the first flap has at least two separable sealing

20 portions.

11. An envelope as claiméd in claims 9 or 10,
wherein the second flap has at least two separable
sealing portions.

12. A blank for ah envelope according to any of

25 claims 9 to 11.

13. An envelope comprising a flat flexible
container having a document storage space sealable by a
flap foldable from a front portion of the container

over a mouth thereof to enable sealing of the storage
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space by adhering said flap to a back portion of the
container wherein, there is provided on at least one of
said front or back portions a detachable address
portion. -

14. An envelope as claimed in claim 13, wherein
the detachable address portion is integral with the
front or back portion and detachable by means of a
perforated boundary.

_15. An envelope as claimed in claim 13 or 14,
wherein a transparent ﬁindow is provided underneath the
detachéble éddress portion whereupon removal of said
detachable address portion reveals the window.

16. An envelope as claimed in claims 13 or 14,
wherein as address 1label is- proviéed underneath the
detabhable<address portion whereupon removal of the
detachable address portion reveals the address’ label
for use.

17. A blank for an envelope according to any of

claims 13 to 16.

~
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