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opposite end of the latch element 23 is held 
against the pin 25. By reason of the biasing 
force exerted against the latch element 23 by the 
spring 27 the portion 35 of the latch element is 
biased outwardly relative to the bracket i 8 into 
the path of travel of the catch unit i 1. In the 
view of Fig. 1, im which the door member 2 is 
shown in the closed position relative to the frame 
13, the latch portion 35 is shown hooked behind 
the shoulder portion 15 of the catch unit. In the 
view of Fig. 4, the door | 2 is shown in the opened 
condition and being moved in the direction of 
the arrow 40 to the closed position. In the view 
of Fig. 5, the door i 2 is shown in an intermediate, 
or partially closed, condition, and from which it 
will be observed that in passing from the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 4 to the position ShOWn in 
Fig. 5, the catch unit 15 slides relatively across 
the edge surface of the latch portion 35, and in 
doing so, the latch element is piwoted about the 
end portion 3 inwardly of the bracket 18. By 
reason of the fact that the distance between the 
piwotal point 3 and the spring end portion 28 is 
relatively short, the resistive force exerted by the 
spring against the inward movement of the latch 
element 23 is relatively slight. As soon as the 
catch unit: i : clears the Corner of the latch ele 
ment 23, the latch element will slip behind the 
shoulder of the catch unit into the position shown 
in Fig. 1, and in which position the door mem 
ber 2 will be held closed. 
In the view of Fig. 6, and in which the doOr 

member 2 is shown being moved to the Opened 
condition, the latch element 23 is piwoted about 
the pin 25. Because of the relatively great dis 
tance between the pin 25 and the point of anchor 
age for the end 28 of the spring, the resistive 
force exerted against the latch element 23 by the 
spring is very much greater so that the opening 
movement of the door i 2 requires awery consider- * 
ably greater force than the closing movement. 

i Considering the invention further, it will be 
observed that the latch element 23 is provided 
with a pair of piwotal abutments spaced apartin 
the direction parallel with the line of relative 
movement between the members 12 and 13, one 
of the pivotal abutments being the end wall por 
tion of the elongate arcuate slot 24 which nor 
nally engages against the outer surface of the 
coiled portion of the spring 27 surrounding the 
pin 25, the other piwotal abutment being the end 
portion 3 i normally engaging the shoulder por 
tion 32 of the bracket member 8. The latch ele 
ment 23 is movable inwardly of the bracket mem 
ber 8 upon either of the piwotal abutments sufii 
cient to permit the catch portion i 5 to mowe free 
of the latch element. In the modification just 
described, a single spring is employed and Which 
is so connected between the supporting bracket 
i 8 and the latch element so that a greater force 
is required to rock the latch element 23 about the 
piwot pin 25 than is required to rock the latch 
element about the piwotal abutment 31. This 
is accomplished by connecting the end portion 
of the spring arm 28 relatively closely adjacent 
the piwotal abutment 3 i and relatively far re 
moved from the piwotal abutment cooperating 
with thepin 25. - * • 
From the foregoing description, it will be ap 

parent that the latching device of the presentin 
vention is characterized by the fact that the door 
maybe moved to the closed position with only a 
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slight amount of efort exerted against the door, 
but Once the door is closed it Will be retained 
firmly in closed position. The door may be 
opened by exerting a pull thereto and the Opening 
movement will be resisted by a relatively greater 
force than that which opposed closure of the doOr. 
Having described the inwention in What are 

considered to be preferred embodiments thereof, 
it is desired that it be understood that the Spe 
cific details Shown are merely illustrative and 
that the inwention may be carried out in Other 
ways without departing from the true spirit and 
Scope of the inwention. 

I claim: • 

In a device of the class described compris 
ing Cooperating catch and latch units adapted to 
be mounted respectively on a pair of relatively 
movable members, said. catch unit being adapted 
to be mounted adjacent the path of travel of 
said latch unit and defining an outwardly ex 
tending Shoulder, Said latch unit comprising a. 
U-Shaped bracket member hawing a pair of 
spaced-apart, parallel wall portions, each of said 
wall portionshawing outWardly extending flanges 
at the free end thereof whereby said bracket may 
be mounted on one of said movable members 
With the Walls thereof parallel With the path of 
travel of Said relatively movable members, a 
latch element mounted between Said Walls, an 
elongated opening in one end of said latch ele 
ment, a pin Secured to said, walls and extending 
through Said opening, the Opposite end of Said 
element defining a piwotal abutment Spaced apart 
from Said pin in the direction of the path of 
trawel of Said relatively mowable members, the 
end Wall portion of Said bracket opposite said 
flanges defining a shoulder, Said piwotal abutment 
including a portion adapted to engage Said Shoul 
der, spring means connected between Said bracket 
and Said latch element urging Said latch element 
against both Said pin and Said Shoulder, Said 
Spring means comprising a coil spring arranged 
With the coiled portion thereof Surrounding Said 
pin and haVing a pair of extending arms, One of 
Said arms being arranged to be engaged by one 
of Said side walls, the other of Said arms being 
biased against Said latch element at a point rela 
tively far removed from said, pin and relatively 
close to said, piwotal abutment, said elongated 
Opening in said latch element being of suficient 
Width: Whereby the latch element may mowe free 
ly back and forth over Said, coiled portion 
throughout the limits of elongation of Said, elon 
gated Opening, Said latch element including a 
portion extending outwardly of said, bracket and 
into the path of Said. catch unit, Said latch ele 
ment being piwotally movable inward?y of said 
bracket about Said albutment upon closing move 
ment of Said members, said latch element being 
pivotally movable about said, pin upon opening 
movement of Said members, the piwotal move 
ment of Said latch element in both instances 
being resiliently opposed by said spring means. 
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