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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FREDERICR. W. KOEH 

LER, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Combined Shelves and Towel 
Racks, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
An object of the invention is to provide a 

combined shelf and towel rack of a simple 
and durable construction and which is adapt 
ed not only for supporting the usual toilet 
articles but also for securing the towel in 
position to prevent the same from slipping 
to the floor. 
The invention embodies, among other fea 

tures, a device that can be cheaply manufac 
tured and which can be readily secured to a 
wall or to the back of a chair. 
In the further disclosure of the invention 

reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, constituting a part of this speci 
fication, in which similar characters of ref 
erence denote corresponding parts in all the 
views, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the 
device in applied position, with a towel held 
in supporting position; Fig. 2 is a front ele 
vation showing the towel bar in lowered 
position, with the towel removed; and Fig. 
3 is a vertical transverse sectional view 
taken on the line 3-3 in Fig. 2. 

Referring more particularly to the views, 
I disclose a combined shelf and towel rack 10 

formed of a single piece of stamped mate 
rial, with the longitudinal edges 12 of the 
shelf member bent upwardly so that the shelf 
member 11 will have a channel shape, as 
shown ends 13 of the shelf member being bent downwardly to provide bearings on 
which a towel bar 14 is mounted to swing, 
the said towel bar being interposed between 
the ends 13 to lie beneath the shelf member 
11. The rear upwardly bent edge 12 is pref 
erably provided with apertures 15 through 
which suitable screws 16 are passed for the 
purpose of securing the shelf and towel rack 
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10 to a wall 17, it being understood that the 
shelf and towel rack can also be conveniently 
ised to a chair or other article of furni 
le. - 

Struck from the body of the shelf member 
11 are a plurality of ears 18 depending ad 
jacent the front edge 12 and adapted to limit 

the upward Swinging movement of the towel 
bar 14, it being readily apparent by refer 
ring to the views that when the towel bar 14 
is swung upwardly its medial straight por 
tion will lie adjacent to and beneath the 
front edge 12 of the shelf member, but in 
view of the manner in which the towel bar is 
arranged with respect to the shelf member, 
the said towel bar, when swung upwardly 
and not supporting a towel, will immediately 
gravitate into lowered position. When a 
towel, however, is placed on the towel bar 
14 and the same is swung upwardly, a por 
tion of the towel will be interposed between 
the shelf member 11 and the straight por 
tion of the towel bar, so that this portion of 

Patented Mar. 17, 1914. 

60 

65 

70 

the towel will frictionally engage the under 
side of the shelf member and bind relatively 
thereto, thus retaining the towel bar 14 in its 
uppermost position so that the towel will be 
supported on the towel bar and be prevented 
from accidentally slipping to the floor, it 
being further apparent that portions of the 
towel will also lie between the towel bar and 
the depending ears 18. Therefore, from the 
foregoing description it will be seen that 
when a towel is supported on the towel bar 
and prevented from slipping to the floor in 
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the manner mentioned, and it is desired to . 
remove the towel from the towel bar for use, it is only necessary to pull downwardly on 
the edges of the towel, thus swinging the 
towel bar into lowered position so that the 
towel will be disengaged from the shelf consisting of a shelf member 11 preferably member and can be readily removed from 
the bar. Now when it is desired to return 
the towel to the bar 14 and secure the same 
in position to prevent the towel from slip 
ping to the floor, it is only necessary to 
swing the towel over the towel bar so that 
substantially the medial portion of the towel 
will be engaged by and lie upon the bar, and 
then the towel bar is swung upwardly so 
that the medial portion of the towel will en 
gage the under side of the shelf member, 
thus producing a binding effect which will 
hold the towel bar in its upper supporting 
position so as to bind the towel with respect 
to the shelf member and the towel rack and 
prevent the towel from accidentally slip 
ping to the floor. 
It will be apparent that the device de 

scribed can be very cheaply manufactured 
and preferably consists of only two parts, 
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namely, a shelf member stamped or other-ilo 
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wise struck from a single piece of material, 
and a towel bar which is arranged to swing 
on the shelf member. w 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim: 
As a new article of manufacture, a towel 

rack comprising a single piece of flat mate 
rial having its ends bent downwardly to 
form bearings, a crank shaped towel bar 
mounted to swing on the bearings and nor 
mally depending beneath the flat portion of 
the said piece of material, with the said 
towel bar adapted to receive a towel and 

movable upwardly to wedge the towel be 
tween the flat portion of the piece of mate- 15 
rial and the said towel bar, and ears struck 
downwardly from the piece of material and 
adapted to limit the swinging movement of 
the towel bar. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 20 
in presence of two witnesses. 

FREDERICK. W. KOEHLER. 
Witnesses: Y 

D. A. Fr.EL 
H. Louisit, FRIEL. ...w - 


