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To aid Luhon, it malf concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM WooLF, manu 

facturer, a subject of the Emperor of Ger 
many, residing at 41 Featherstone Street, in 
the city of London, England, have invented 
certain Improvements in Rings for Holding 
or Carrying Curtains and other Objects, (pat 
ented in England January 30, 1895, No. 2,147,) 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates more especially to 

rings for holding or carrying curtains and 
Other objects, which consist of two halves or 
parts of rings, two of the adjacent ends of 
Which are hinged together, while the other 
tWO adjacent ends can be separated to an ex 
tent not Only Sufficient to receive the curtain 
or other object to be passed between them, 
but also to enable the opened ring to be passed 
over the pole or rod. 

Figure 1 of the accompanying drawings is 
a Sectional elevation of a ring constructed in 
accordance With my invention; Fig. 2, a sec 
tional elevation taken on line acac of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3, an elevation showing the same ring 
in its open position. 
Imake the ring in two halves or parts AA* 

and hinge or otherwise flexibly connect these 
halves or parts together at one point, as at B, 
for example, somewhat in the usual way, leav 
ing the ends which are not hinged together 
free to be separated to any extent necessary 
to enable the ring to be passed over or round 
a pole, rod, or other point of attachment. 
These free ends of the half-rings may be pro 
vided with thumb-pieces or palms EE, by 
means of which the pin G in the half-ring A 
may be more readily forced through the cur 
tain and into the hole G' in the end of the 
other half-ring A*. 

In Order to hold the free ends of the halves 
or parts of rings A A* firmly together when 
in the closed position, I provide a sliding bolt 
Or keeper T. at the point where the two halves 
are hinged together. This bolt or keeper is 
preferably of segmental shape, corresponding 
more Or less nearly to the curvature of the 
ring, and is adapted to slide back more or less 
completely into one of the half-rings A*, for 
example, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 3, 
when it is desired to open the ring; but when 
the ring is closed and it is desired to lock the 
tWO halves or parts together, so that the free 

ends cannot separate, the bolt or keeper L is 
slid forward, so that one portion of it is situ 
ated in one half or part of the ring and the 
other portion in the other half or part of the 
ring, thus crossing the junction of the hinged 
or otherwise flexibly - connected parts, as 
shown in full lines in Fig. 1, and when the 
bolt or keeper L is so placed the two parts of 
the ring cannot be turned on their hinge B or 
other flexible connections, and consequently 
the ring cannot be opened until the bolt or 
keeper L is slid back. The bolt or keeper L 
may be moved by any suitable means, as by 
the thumb-piece M, for example, projecting 
through a slot N in the ring. By suitably 
shaping the bolt or keeper L it may be made 
to exert, when in the locked position, a pres 
sure or wedging action on the two halves or 
parts of the ring, which tends to force their 
free ends into close contact. 

In Fig. 1 the curvature of the inner edge of 
the bolt or keeper L is shown to be of a 
slightly-smaller radius than the part of the 
ring against which it acts, whereby the front 
and back parts L' and L° only of the bolt or 
keeper are pressed against the parts of the 
ring by the action of the wedge-shaped part 
Lof the bolt or keeper against the part A of 
the ring, and the parts are thereby held 
steadily together. 
The bolt or keeper L. may be placed inside 

the ring when the latter is tubular or hollow, 
as shown in the drawings, or it may be ar 
ranged to slide in suitable guides outside the 
same, especially when the ring is solid. 

It is obvious that rings constructed in the 
manner above described may be employed 
for other purposes besides the holding or car 
rying of curtains. For example, they may be 
used for holding or carrying keys bypassing 
the bows thereof between the separated free 
ends of the half-rings and then threading 
them onto the ring, so that when the free ends 
are closed together the keys are securely 
held on the ring, and generally the ring may 
be used for holding or carrying any object or 
objects to which it may be applicable. 

I claim 
In a ring for holding or carrying curtains 

and other objects, made in two partshinged or 
otherwise flexibly connected together, the 
locking device which consists of a curved 
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sliding bolt or keeper Ladapted to be passed 
in substantially the arc of curvature of the 
ring across the said hinge or flexible connec 
tion of the two parts when they are to be 
held in the closed position, and to be with 
drawn into one of the parts when it is desired 
to open the ring, substantially as described. 
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In witness hereof I have hereunto set my 
hand in presence of tWO Witnesses. 

WILLIAMI WOOLF. 
Witnesses: 

JOSEPH LAKE, 
STEPHEN EDWARD GUNYON. 


