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Lo all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that 1, Gramaue H. PowsLL, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Buffalo, New York, (my post-office address be-

5 ing 1744 G street northwest, Washington,
District of Columbia,) have invented an Im-
provement in a Combined Knife and Intrench-
ing-Tool, of which the following description,
in connection with the accompanying draw-

To ings, isaspecification, like tigures on the draw-
ings representing like parts.

The aim of this invention is to so construct
a sheath-knife and its sheath that the former
may be used alone for usual purposes or the

15 two combined may be used as-an excavating
or intrenching tool.

A turtheraim is to provide improved means
for supporting the same upon the person.

The various details of construction and com-

20 bination of parts, together with the advan-
tages flowing therefrom, will be clearly ap-
parent from a deseription of one particular
embodiment of the invention illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in. which—

25 Igure 1 is a view of the device shown at-
tached to a cartridge-belt, parts being broken
away to disclose interior details. Fig. 2 is an
edgeview, partly in section, of the parts shown
in Fig. 1. Fig. 3isa horizontal section on the

30 line 3 3, Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is a view of the knife
withdrawn from the sheath. Fig. 5 is a de-
tail view showing means for supporting the
knife within the sheath. Fig. 6 is a view of
a supporting-clip for the sheath. Fig. 7 is a

35 detail view in cross-section of a swivel con-
nection between the supporting-clasp and the
sheath on the line 7 7 of Fig. 2; and Fig. 8 is
a view, partly in section, showing the man-
ner of engagement of the supporting-clasp

40 with the belt.

In the embodiment of my invention herein
selected for illustration the knife-sheath com-
prises a body 1, which may be formed of any
desired material, but preferably of sheet-

45 steel, and is provided at its upper or receiv-

ing end with a flange 2, which may be con-

structed in any suitable manner, either from
the material of the sheath itself or in a sepa-
rate piece, the latter construction being illus-

e

trated in Fig. 5. The body of the sheath, as 50
clearly indicated in Fig. 3, is made compara-
tively thin and flat, and the part adjacent the
perimeter thereof is thinned down to adapt
the sheath, in connection with the inclosed
knife, for use as an excavating or intrenching 55
implement. The knife 3, intended to be used
with the sheath, is provided with a flanged
hilt 4, which when the knife is within the
sheath rests upon the flange 2 and may be
locked in engagement with the sheath in any 6o
desired manner—as, for instance, by means of

a swiveled and preferably threaded catch 3,
having a shoulder 6, which overlies the flange

4 when in locking position, but which may
be readily turned aside to permit withdrawal 63
of the knife. When the knife and sheath are
thus locked together, they constitute a single
implement, which may be used as an excavat-
ing or intrenching tool or for any other pur-
pose for which it may be found usetful, the 7o
knife-handle forming the handle of the im-
plement and the body of the sheath forming
the blade or working portion thereof. In
order that the cutting edge of the knife may

be preserved from possible dulling effect due 73
to contact with the interior of the sheath,
suitable means is provided to maintain the
knife-blade in a central position within the
latter. As here shown, such means consists

of a pair of spring-fingers 7, projecting down- 8o
ward within the sheath from supporting por-
tions 8, which may be suitably fastened at
any convenient point, as just within the ve-
ceiving-aperture thereof. The fingers 7 are
adapted to receive and center the knife-blade 83
between them and effectually hold the same
from contact not only with the sides of the
sheath, but also with the front and rear there-

of. Suitable means, such as grooves 8, are’
provided upon the blade to receive the fingers go
7 and assist in holding the blade from edge-
wise nmovement. .

The device may be supported in any de-
sired manner, but is here shown as held by a
spring-clasp 9, suspended from an ordinary g5
cartridge-belt 10 by clip 11, composed of the
belt-engaging members 12 and 13, the for-
mer consisting of a wire bail having its sides
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spaced apart to lie upon either side of a car-
tridge mounted in the belt and the latter a
resilient metal strip permanently attached to
the upper end of the bail and extending
downward parallel therewith to a point a lit-
tle below the lower extremity thereof, then
upward and out through the lower extremity
of the bail, thence terminating in the depend-
ing arm 14. The clasp 9 is attached to the
arm 14, preferably by a swivel-joint 15, to
allow of a sufficient swinging movement in
order that the implement carried thereby may
accommodate itself to the movements of the
wearer, especially when in a sitting posture,
and also to facilitate withdrawal of the knife
or the entire implement. Stop-shoulders 16
(see Fig. 7) are preferably provided upon one
member of the swivel-joint 15, codperating
with a lug 17 on the other member thereot to
prevent the knife-handle from swinging out
of convenient reach of the user or far enough
to permit the knife to drop out of the sheath.

The clasp 9 is provided with spring-arms
11, adapted frictionally to engage the edges
of the sheath below the flange thereof, the
spring of the clasp being sufficient to hold the
sheath firmly when the knife is withdrawn
therefrom, but insufficient to resist a direct
pull on the sheath caused by pull on the knite-
handle when the knife islocked to the sheath
by the cateh 5. Hence by manipulation of
this catch the knife and sheath may be read-
ily converted into an excavating-tool, and vice
versa. ‘

Many changes may be made in the details
and relative arrangement of parts without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of the in-
vention.

I claim—

1. An article of manufacture comprising
the combination of aknife with asheath there-
for constructed for use as a tool and means to
lock the knife-blade within the sheath in such
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manner that the knife-handle may serve as a
handle for the tool and to prevent withdrawal
of the knife when the tool is in use.

9. A knife-sheath comprising a hollow body
of rigid material adapted to receive a knife-
blade, a pair of fingers within said body, and
means upon opposite sides of said knife-blade
adapted to receive said fingers to maintain the
knife-edge from contact with said body.

3. A combined knife, knife-sheath and in-
trenching-tool comprising the combination of
a knife with a sheath therefor, means' to se-
cure a contained knife therein and means to
maintain the edge of said knife out of contact
with said body. .

4, The combination of a combined knife,
knife-sheath and intrenching-tool with a sup-
porting-clasp therefor adapted detachably to
engage said combined sheath and tool.

5. The combination of a combined knife,
knite-sheath and intrenching-tool with a de-
tachable supporting member therefor adapted
frictionally to engage said tool.

6. The combination of a combined knife,
knife - sheath and intrenching - tool with a
swivel supporting member therefor adapted
frictionally to engage said combined sheath
and tool.

7. The combination of a combined knife,
knife-sheath and intrenching-tool with a sup-
porting-clasp therefor, said clasp constructed
to engage said sheath and tool with sufficient
force to hold the latter against withdrawal of
the knife therefrom but to release said sheath
and tool upon a direct pull thereon.

Intestimony whereof I havesigned my name
to this specification in the presence of twosub-
scribing witnesses.

GRAHAME H. POWELL.

‘Witnesses:

H. Prescorr GArLEY,
Micuaer, Durry.
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