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LIGHT SOURCE APPARATUS, LIGHT 
SOURCE CONTROL METHOD, AND 

PROJECTORAPPARATUS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of 
priority from prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2008 
321282, filed Dec. 17, 2008, the entire contents of which are 
incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a light source apparatus, a 

light source control method, and a projector apparatus. 
2. Description of the Related Art 
Various kinds of projector apparatuses each using a color 

wheel that selectively transmits or absorbs white light emitted 
from a light source lamp Such as a high-pressure mercury 
lamp to emit respective primary color light components of red 
(R), green (G) and blue (B) in a time-sharing manner have 
been conventionally suggested (e.g., JP-A 2007-264575 
KOKAII). 
In a single-plate Digital Light Processor (DLP) (registered 

trademark) projector using a color wheel, which includes the 
technology disclosed in Patent Document described above, a 
color breakup phenomenon which is called a breaking phe 
nomenon occurs. Further, in principle, Suppressing this color 
breaking phenomenon is difficult as long as a rotating-disk 
type color wheel is used. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A preferred embodiment of the present invention includes: 
a light source emitting light; 
an optical deflection element deflecting and exciting the 

emitted light; and 
a light conversion member cyclically outputting source 

light components having a plurality of hues in accordance 
with irradiation positions in a time-sharing manner based on 
the irradiation using the light deflected by the optical deflec 
tion element. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF DRAWINGS 

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in 
and constitute a part of the specification, illustrate embodi 
ments of the invention, and together with the general descrip 
tion given above and the detailed description of the embodi 
ments given below, serve to explain the principles of the 
invention. 

FIG. 1 is a view showing an outline configuration of a light 
Source apparatus according to an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a view showing a principled configuration of an 
acoustooptical element according to the embodiment; 

FIG. 3 is a view showing a configuration of a fluorescent 
plate according to the embodiment; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing an outline functional 
configuration of an electronic circuit included by a data pro 
jector apparatus according to the embodiment; 

FIG. 5 is a view exemplifying an oscillation signal of an 
oscillator and source light exiting from the fluorescent plate 
according to the embodiment; 
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2 
FIG. 6 is a view exemplifying another configuration of the 

fluorescent plate according to the embodiment; and 
FIGS. 7A and 7B are views showing other examples of the 

oscillation signal of the oscillator and the Source light exiting 
from the fluorescent plate according to the embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

A preferred embodiment for carrying out the present inven 
tion will now be described hereinafter with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. However, the embodiment 
described below has various restrictions that are technically 
desirable for carrying out the present invention, but the scope 
of the invention is not restricted to the following embodiment 
and illustrative examples. 
A light source apparatus according to an embodiment of 

the present invention will now be described hereinafter with 
reference to the accompanying drawings. 

FIG. 1 shows an outline configuration of a light source 
apparatus 10 according to the embodiment, and a laser beam 
emitted from a semiconductor laser 11 enters an acoustoop 
tical element 12 in this drawing. 

This acoustooptical element 12 functions as a light deflec 
tion element, and it appropriately deflects incident light based 
on later-described traveling direction control and causes the 
deflected light to exit toward a fluorescent plate 13 as a light 
conversion member. 

In this fluorescent plate 13, regions having a fluorescent 
body that produces visible light components in respective 
frequency bands of red (R), green (G) and blue (B) applied 
thereto are separately arranged in advance, and any one of the 
regions is selectively irradiated with the laser beam based on 
deflection in the acoustooptical element 12. 

In the fluorescent plate 13, the fluorescent body applied to 
a position which is irradiated with the laser beam excites and 
diffuses light having a hue in a frequency band of any one of 
red, green and blue, and the excited and diffused light is led to 
an optical lens in a non-illustrated projector system through a 
light tunnel 14. 

In this light tunnel 14, an entire inner wall surface is mirror 
polished to uniform a density of the light excited and diffused 
by the fluorescent plate 13 and to diffusely reflect light propa 
gated through the tunnel, and fine irregularities that prevent a 
quantity of exiting light from being attenuated are formed on 
this surface. 
The principle of the acoustooptical element 12 as the light 

deflection element will now be described with reference to 
FIG 2. 

In the acoustooptical element 12, a piezoelectric element 
12b is bonded to an acoustooptical medium 12a consisting of 
e.g., a single crystal Such as a tellurium dioxide (TeC2) or a 
molybdate (PbMoO4) or glass, an electrical signal is applied 
to this piezoelectric element 12b from an alternating-current 
oscillator 15 to generate ultrasonic waves, and the ultrasonic 
waves are propagated through the acoustooptical medium 
12a. 
An acoustic absorbent 12c is uniformly attached to a Sur 

face on an opposite side of the piezoelectric element 12b with 
the acoustooptical medium 12a sandwiched therebetween to 
prevent the ultrasonic waves from being reflected on an end 
surface of the acoustooptical medium 12a. When the laser 
beam is transmitted through the acoustooptical medium 12 
through which the ultrasonic waves are propagated, the laser 
beam is diffracted by the acoustooptical effect. As this dif 
fraction, there are isotropic diffraction and anisotropic Bragg 
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diffraction that utilizes the crystalanisotropy, the latteraniso 
tropic Bragg diffraction is utilized in this example to deflect 
the laser beam. 

In the drawing, the respective fluorescent body positions of 
red, green and blue of the fluorescent plate 13 are irradiated 
with the laser beam based on Zero-order diffracted light hav 
ing a deflection angle of 0°, and f1 diffracted light and f2 
diffracted light that are diffracted by ultrasonic waves having 
frequencies f1 and f2. 

Specifically, a repetition frequency of emitted RGB light 
components can be set to 2,880 HZ by cyclically changing a 
frequency oscillated by the alternating-current oscillator 15 
approximately every 115.7 us. In this case, the following 
expression can be obtained: 

1s-115.7 us--3 colors = 2,880Hz 

= 60Hz) x 48 x speed 

Therefore, a single-plate DLP (registered trademark) pro 
jector or the like that can be driven at 48-times speed can be 
realized. 

FIG.3 shows a configuration of the fluorescent plate 13 that 
outputs Source light of red, green and blue based on the laser 
beam from the acoustooptical element 12. The fluorescent 
plate 13 has a configuration that a dichroic filter 13b integrally 
covers an entire Surface of a transparent Substrate 13a on the 
acoustooptical element 12 side as a laserbeam incidence side. 

In addition to this configuration, a fluorescent body 13c 
including a red fluorescent region 13c1, a green fluorescent 
region 13c2, and a blue fluorescent region 13c3 is formed on 
a laser beam exit side of the transparent substrate 13a based 
on application of a fluorescent material. 
As the dichroic filter 13b, a member having characteristics 

that can allow the laser beam to transmit therethrough and can 
reflect respective fluorescent light components of red, green 
and blue generated by the fluorescent body 13c is selected. As 
a result, the respective source light components of red, green 
and blue based on the fluorescence generated by the fluores 
cent body 13c all exit toward the light tunnel 14 side while 
diffusing. 
A structural example when the light source apparatus 10 is 

applied to a single-plate DLP (registered trademark) type data 
projector apparatus will now be also described. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing an outline functional 
structure of an electronic circuit included in a data projector 
apparatus 20 according to the embodiment. 

Reference number 21 denotes an input/output connector 
unit, and image signals based on various standards that are 
input from this input/output connector unit 21 are input to an 
image conversion unit 23 which is also called a scaler through 
an input/output interface 22 and a system bus SB. The image 
conversion unit 23 integrates input image signals as image 
signals having a projection format, stores such signals in a 
video RAM 24 as a buffer memory, and then transmits them 
to a projection image processing unit 25. 

The projection image processing unit 25 uses each trans 
mitted image signal to drive a micromirror element 26 as a 
spatial light modulation element (SOM) based on a framerate 
conforming to a predetermined format, e.g., 60 frames/sec 
ond, a division number for color components, and higher 
speed time-sharing driving with a display gradation number 
being multiplied. 

This micromirror element 26 forms an optical image based 
on reflected light by individually turning one/offat high speed 
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4 
respective inclination angles of a plurality of micromirrors 
that are arranged in an array and correspond to, e.g., XGA 
(1024 dots horizontallyx768 dots vertically). 
On the other hand, light emitted from the semiconductor 

laser 11 is deflected by the acoustooptical element 12 to be 
applied to the fluorescent body 13c of the fluorescent plate 13. 
Resultant fluorescent light is formed into a light flux having a 
uniform luminance distribution as Source light by the light 
tunnel 14, then changed into parallel light by a light-source 
system optical lens 27, and totally reflected by a mirror 28 to 
be applied to the micromirror element 26. 

Further, an optical image is formed based on the light 
reflected by the micromirror element 26, and the formed 
optical image becomes a projection target through a projec 
tion lens unit 29. In this example, the projection target is 
projected and displayed on a non-illustrated screen. 
A deflection angle of the acoustooptical element 12 is 

controlled by ultrasonic waves that are based on a frequency 
of an electrical signal from the alternating-current oscillator 
15 as explained above. A projection light processing unit 30 
drives oscillation of each of the semiconductor laser 11 and 
the alternating-current oscillator 15. 

Furthermore, the projection light processing unit 30 
receives a detection signal from an illuminance sensor 31 that 
detects a luminance of the source light exiting from the light 
source-system optical lens 27. When this illuminance sensor 
31 is used to detect brightness of the source light during a 
projecting operation and to perform feedback control, the 
brightness of the Source light can be maintained constant. 
A CPU 32 controls all operations of the respective circuits. 

This CPU 32 uses a main memory 33 constituted of a DRAM 
and a program memory 34 constituted of an electrically 
rewritable nonvolatile memory storing, e.g., an operating pro 
gram or various kinds of fixed data to execute a control 
operation in this data projector apparatus 20. 
The CPU 32 executes various kinds of projecting opera 

tions inaccordance with a key operation signal from an opera 
tion unit 35. 

Moreover, the CPU 32 is connected with an audio process 
ing unit 36 through the system bus SB. The audio processing 
unit 36 converts audio data provided at the time of a project 
ing operation into analog data, drives a speaker unit 37 to 
perform amplification and audio generation, or generates, 
e.g., beeps as required. 

FIG. 5 shows an example of an electrical signal that is 
supplied to the piezoelectric element 12b of the acoustoopti 
cal element 12 by the alternating-current oscillator 15 and 
source light exiting from the fluorescent plate 13 as a result of 
exciting the laser beam by the acoustooptical element 12 
based on this electrical signal and causing this laser beam to 
enter the fluorescent plate 13 in the above-described configu 
ration. 

In FIG. 5, as explained above, an oscillating frequency of 
the alternating-current oscillator 15 is switched to f2., f1, and 
f0 (=0 no oscillation) in the same cycle so that a field period 
of each of red, green and blue becomes approximately 115.7 
us and one RGB cycle has a triple value, i.e., approximately 
347.2 us in order to realize the 48-times speed. 
As described above, according to this embodiment, since 

the source light having each RGB hue is output from the 
fluorescent plate 13 in the time-sharing manner by accurately 
Switching an irradiation position on the fluorescent plate 13 
based on the deflection by the acoustooptical element 12, a 
color breaking phenomenon which can be observed in a light 
Source using a color wheel can be assuredly prevented from 
occurring. 
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Additionally, in the above-described embodiment, an indi 
vidual difference that is specifically unevenness in fluores 
cence characteristics or positions of the red fluorescent region 
13c1, the green fluorescent region 13c2, and the blue fluores 
cent region 13c3 of the fluorescent body 13c constituting the 
fluorescent plate 13 can be adjusted in a pseudo manner by 
adjusting a frequency of a signal that is Supplied to the piezo 
electric element 12b of the acoustooptical element 12 by the 
projecting light processing unit 30. 

FIG. 6 shows a configuration of a fluorescent plate 41 that 
can substitute for the fluorescent plate 13. The fluorescent 
plate 41 has a configuration that a dichroic filter 41b integrally 
covers an entire Surface of a transparent Substrate 41a on an 
acoustooptical element 12 side that is a laser beam incidence 
side. 

In addition to this configuration, a fluorescent body 41c 
including an R1 fluorescent region 41c1, an R2 fluorescent 
region 41 c2, an R3 fluorescent region 41c3, a G1 fluorescent 
region 41.c4, a G2 fluorescent region 41c5, a G3 fluorescent 
region 41c6, a B1 fluorescent region 41c7, a B2 fluorescent 
region 41c8, and a B3 fluorescent region 41c9 is formed on a 
laser beam exit side of the transparent substrate 41a by appli 
cation of a fluorescent material. 

Here, the R1 fluorescent region 41c1, the R2 fluorescent 
region 41 c2, and the R3 fluorescent region 41c3 are formed 
by applying fluorescent bodies which have the same hue (red 
RI) but have different luminosity values to be adjacent to 
each other, and the order of their luminosity values is assumed 
to be “R1>R2>R3', for example. 

Likewise, the G1 fluorescent region 41c4, the G2 fluores 
cent region 41.c5, and the G3 fluorescent region 41c6 are 
formed by applying fluorescent bodies which have the same 
hue (green GI) but have different luminosity values to be 
adjacent to each other, and the order of their luminosity values 
is assumed to be “G1>G2>G3, for example. 

Likewise, the B1 fluorescent region 41c7, the B2 fluores 
cent region 41c8, and the B3 fluorescent region 41c9 are 
formed by applying fluorescent bodies which have the same 
hue (blue BI) but have different luminosity values to be 
adjacent to each other, and the order of their luminosity values 
is assumed to be “B1>B2>B3, for example. 
When using the fluorescent plate 41 having Such a configu 

ration, an alternating-current oscillator 15 can arbitrarily 
apply a laser beam to respective fluorescent body positions 
R1 to R3, G1 to G3, and B1 to B3 of the fluorescent plate 41 
based on Zero-order diffracted light having a deflection angle 
of 0° and f1 diffracted light to f8 diffracted light defected 
based on ultrasonic waves having frequencies f1 to fs. 

FIG. 7A exemplifies an electrical signal that is supplied to 
the piezoelectric element 12b of the acoustooptical element 
12 by the alternating-current oscillator 15 and source light 
that exits from the fluorescent plate 41 as a result of exciting 
a laser beam by the acoustooptical element 12 based on this 
electrical signal and causing the excited signal to enter the 
fluorescent plate 41. 

In FIG. 7A, the alternating-current oscillator 15 selectively 
supplies to the piezoelectric element 12b of the acoustoopti 
cal element 12 frequency f7 to select R2 from the fluorescent 
body positions R1 to R3, frequency f3 to select G3 from the 
fluorescent body positions G1 to G3, and frequency f2 to 
select B1 from the fluorescent body positions B1 to B3. 
As a result, an individual difference in the fluorescent plate 

41 can be adjusted based on electrical adjustment alone, 
which is selection of a frequency of the electrical signal that 
is supplied to the piezoelectric element 12b of the acoustoop 
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6 
tical element 12 by the alternating-current oscillator 15, while 
omitting mechanical adjustment, thereby realizing ideal 
light-emitting characteristics. 

Furthermore, one fluorescent body position is selected in 
the respective fields of red, green and blue for projecting one 
frame of an image in the description of FIG. 7A, but switching 
a plurality of fluorescent bodies having the same hue in one 
field enables realizing a light source having an intermediate 
luminosity value. 

In FIG. 7B, the alternating-current oscillator 15 selectively 
supplies to the piezoelectric element 12b of the acoustoopti 
cal element 12 frequency f7 to select the fluorescent body of 
R2 in a first half of a red field, frequency f6 to select the 
fluorescent body of R3 in a last half of the same, frequency f5 
to select the fluorescent body of G1 in a first half of a green 
field, frequency f3 to select the fluorescent body of G3 in a last 
half of the same, frequency f2 to select the fluorescent body of 
B1 in a first half of a blue field, and frequency f1 to select the 
fluorescent body of B1 in a last half of the same, respectively. 
As a result, in the respective fields of red, green and blue, 

Source light having an intermediate value of individual lumi 
nosity values provided as the fluorescent body 41c can be 
obtained as an effective value, and an influence of an indi 
vidual difference of the fluorescent plate can be eliminated, 
thus realizing more ideal light-emitting characteristics. 

Moreover, in FIG. 7B, the fluorescent bodies are switched 
in accordance with the first half and the last half in the same 
field to obtain the source light having the luminosity value as 
the intermediate value, but an arbitrary value can be selected 
between luminosity values of the two fluorescent bodies by 
adjusting a timing for Switching the fluorescent bodies in the 
field and variably setting a time with of the fluorescent body 
that is selected first and that of the fluorescent body that is 
selected next. 

Therefore, providing a plurality of fluorescent bodies hav 
ing the same hue and greatly different luminosity values to the 
fluorescent body 41c enables realizing a light Source having 
arbitrary necessary light-emitting characteristics. 

It is to be noted that the description has been given as to the 
example where the present invention is applied to the DLP 
type data projector apparatus, but the present invention is not 
restricted thereto, and it can be likewise applied to a light 
Source apparatus such as a rear-projection type television 
receiver or a color scanner apparatus. 

Besides, the present invention is not restricted to the fore 
going embodiment, and it can be modified in many ways on 
an embodying stage without departing from the scope of the 
invention. Additionally, functions performed in the foregoing 
embodiment may be appropriately combined to be carried 
out. The foregoing embodiment includes various stages, and 
a variety of inventions can be extracted by appropriately 
combining a plurality of disclosed constituent requirements. 
For example, even if some of all constituent requirements 
disclosed in the embodiment are deleted, a configuration from 
which Such constituent requirements are deleted can be 
extracted as an invention as long as an effect can be obtained. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A light source apparatus comprising: 
a light source, comprising a semiconductor laser, which 

emits light; 
an optical deflection element, comprising an acoustoopti 

cal element, which deflects and excites the emitted light; 
a light conversion member, comprising a fluorescent plate 

configured to output RGB source light, which has a 
plurality of positional regions having different luminos 
ity values in accordance with a plurality of hues, and 
which cyclically outputs source light components hav 
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ing the plurality of hues in a time-sharing manner in 
accordance with irradiation positions of the light 
deflected by the optical deflection element; and 

an optical deflection adjustment unit which selects a 
deflection angle that is excited by the optical deflection 
element in accordance with a positional region having an 
arbitrary luminosity value in accordance with each hue. 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the optical 
deflection adjustment unit selects the deflection angle that is 
excited by the optical deflection element by continuously 
Switching the plurality of positional regions having the arbi 
trary luminosity values in a same cycle in accordance with the 
respective hues. 

3. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the optical 
deflection adjustment unit selects the deflection angle that is 
excited by the optical deflection element by continuously 
Switching the plurality of positional regions having the arbi 
trary luminosity values based on arbitrary time widths in the 
same cycle in accordance with the respective hues. 

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the light 
conversion member has a dichroic filteronanentire surface of 
the light conversion member on the optical deflection element 
side as an incidence side of the light. 

5. A light source control method comprising: 
driving an optical deflection element, comprising an acous 

tooptical element, which deflects light from a light 
Source, which comprises a semiconductor laser, with a 
predetermined frequency to excite light exiting from the 
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optical deflection element with respect to a light conver 
sion member, which comprises a fluorescent plate con 
figured to output RGB source light, which has a plurality 
of positional regions having different luminosity values 
in accordance with a plurality of hues, and which selec 
tively outputs source light components having the plu 
rality of hues in accordance with positions at which the 
light is applied; 

irradiating the light conversion member with the exiting 
light; 

cyclically outputting the Source light components having 
the plurality of hues from the light conversion member 
in a time-sharing manner; and 

executing adjustment to select a deflection angle that is 
excited by the optical deflection element in accordance 
with a positional region having an arbitrary luminosity 
value in accordance with each hue. 

6. A projector apparatus comprising: 
the light source apparatus of claim 1: 
a display element; 
a light guide optical unit which guides light from the light 

Source apparatus to the display element; 
a projection optical unit which projects an image exiting 

from the display element; and 
a control unit which controls the light source apparatus and 

the display element. 

k k k k k 


