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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,251,737 
SHIELF 

Frances M. Johnson, Boston, Mass., assignor of 
one-half to John A. Clark, Quincy, Mass. 

Application February 2, 1940, Serial No. 316,947 
(C. 21-90) E0 Claims. 

This invention relates to adjustable shelves and 
has for its object the provision of a shelf adapted 
to be Secured to the interior walls of a building 
to support various small articles. - 
One object of the invention is to provide Such 

a. Shelf made in tWo parts, one part being mov 
able horizontally about the other part and 
adapted to be clamped thereto in adjusted posi 
tion with said movable part either in a linement 
With the other part or perpendicular to either 
edge thereof. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

means for Supporting a plurality of these ad 
justable shelves spaced apart one above the other 
and securing then to the Wall of a building. 
These and other objects as will hereinafter ap 

pear are attained by the instrumentalities shown 
in the accompanying drawings. 

For the purpose of illustrating the invention, 
One preferred form thereof is illustrated in the 
drawings, this form having been found to give 
satisfactory and reliable results, although it is to 
be understood that the various instrumentalities 
of which the invention consists can be variously 
arranged and Organized, and the invention is not 
limited to the precise arrangement and organiza 
tion of these instrunnentalities as herein shown 
and described 'except as required by the Scope of 
the appended clains. 
Of the drawings: 
Figure 1 represents a plan of a two part ad 

justable shelf embodying the features of the 
present invention. - 

Figure 2 represents a front elevation of the 
Sale. 

Figure 3 represents a transverse section on 
line 3, 3 on Fig. 1. 

Figure 4 represents a transverse section on line 
44 on Fig. 2. 

Figure 5 represents a plan of said:Shelf with the 
movable member thereof disposed at right angles 
to one side of the other nenber. 

Figure 6 represents a plan of the shelf with the 
movable member disposed at right angles to the 
Opposite side of the other member. 

Figure 7 represents an elevation of two of said 
shelves with the supporting brackets thereof piv 
otally secured to normally vertical bars adapted 
to be secured to an interior wall of a building. 

Figure 8 represents a plan of the same, and 
Figure 9 represents a vertical transverse sec 

tion on line 9, 9 on Fig. 7. 
Similar characters indicate like parts through 

Out the several figures of the drawings. 
In the drawings, 0, are two flat shelf mem 
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bers of equal thickness and Width and with their 
upper and lower faces parallel, these shelf nem 
ber's preferably being rectangular. 
The member is shorter than the nember 9 

and has secured to its under face by screws 2a: 
a metal plate 2 which at its outer end has an 
'elongated slot 3 adapted to receive a vertically 
positioned pivot member 4 extending downward 
ly from the member 0 and through the slot 3 
of plate f2, said pivot member 4 being disposed 
equidistant from one end and from opposite side 
edges of Said member 3. 
The slot 3 has sufficient length to permit the 

movable member being moved outwardly from 
an end of the member a sufficient distance 
to permit the passage of Said member about 
a corner of the member when said member 
is moved horizontally about the pivot member 4. 
By means of this adjustment the member 

may be moved Out of allinement With the member 
0 as shown in Fig. 1, into a horioZntal posi 

tion perpendicular to One side edge thereof, as 
shown in Figs. 5 and 6. 
The pivot member 4 has threaded to its under 

side a clamp nut 5 and when the movable mem 
ber is adjusted into any desired position per 
pendicular to or in a linement. With the mem 
ber 10, this clamp nut is turned to rigidly clamp 
the two members , together with the edge 
6 of the member f abutting either an end of 

the member 9 or one side edge thereof. 
Each member has permanently secured there 

to a bracket 7, as by means of dowel pins fac 
which may be glued in place and each bracket 
has embedded in the upper face thereof an angle 
bar 8 the upwardly extending portion 8ac there 
of being disposed in a recess: 9 in the rear edge 
of each member or , with said upper end 8ac 
extending above the upper face of the ninenbers 
10, f. 
Each angle bar 8 has at its upper end an open 

ing 20 therein to receive a nail or other device 
by Which the shelf may be attached to the Wall 
of a building. 
When the two members , f l are in a line 

ment, as shown in Fig. 1, the shelf may be secured 
to a straight vertical Wall and When the movable 
member f is at right angles to one side edge of 
the member f0, as shown in Fig. 5, the shelf may 
be secured in a recessed corner of a Wall. 
When the member if is secured to the opposite 

side edge of the member 9, as shown in Fig. 6 
it is in position to be secured to an outwardly 
extending corner of a Wall. 
When it is desired to mount a plurality of these 



2. 
shelves 9, on a wall eitlaer with the members 
0, in a linement or perpendicular to each 

other, the brackets of said shelves spaced 
apart vertically may be secured to two normally 
vertical bars 2 with one shelf 0, above an 
other. 
The upper ends of these bars 2 extend above 

the upper shelf members C, and are provided 
with openings. 22 to receive supporting nails or 
pins whereby the plurality of shelf members f, 
may be secured to the Wall of a building. 
It is obvious that the several shelves may be se 

cured to a straight Wall, or to Walls perpendicular 
to each other. - 
When a plurality of shelves 9, are used in 

or around corner walls, it is obvious that each 
clamping nut 5 must be loosened and all of the 
movable members simultaneously moved about 
the ends of the other members 9 and then again 
clamped to said members fo in their adjusted 
positions perpendicular thereto. 

It will be noted that when the members , f 
are disposed perpendicular to each other in posi 
tion to be secured to walls in a corner recess, as 
shown in Fig. 5, the supports 8 are at the outer 
edge of the shelf and when the shelf members are 
in position to be secured to projecting corner 
walls, the supports 8 are at the inner edge of the 
shelf as shown in Fig. 6. 

Preferably the opposite ends of the bars 2 
have secured to their rear faces metal plates 23 
extending beyond the ends of the bars 2 and 
having the nail or pin holes 22 therein. 
The brackets 7 of the shelf members ), 

are pivotally connected to the bars 2 by the 
screws 24, so that the bars 2 may be moved out 
of perpendicular into inclined positions as indi 
cated in dotted lines in Fig. 7, with the pair of 
shelf members 8, in echelon and then secured 
in this adjusted position by the nails or pins ex 
tending through the openings 22 in the plates 
23 at the opposite ends of the bars 2. 
The head f4ac of the pivot member 4 is dis 

posed in a receSS 25 in a Shelf member 0 and this 
recess 25 is filled with a wooden block 26 or filled 
With plastic Wood as desired. 
The clamping nut 5 is preferably in the form 

of an acorn with vertical ribs on the outer surface 
thereof whereby the nut may be freely turned by 
a perSon's fingers. 

It is believed that the Operation and many ad 
Vantages . Of the invention Will be understood 
without further description. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A Wall shelf comprising two flat members 

With rectangular ends, means holding said mem 
bers in substantially the same flatwise plane, said 
means embodying a pivotal connection between 
the end portions of said members with a limited 
endwise lost motion permitting the end of one 
member to be cleared around end corners of 
the other member whereby said members may 
be adjusted with respect to each other so that 
one member is in endwise alinement with, or per 
pendicular to a front or rear edge of the other 
member at will, and means for locking said 
members together in any one of the several ad justed abutting positions. 

2. A wall shelf as set forth in claim 1, in which 
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2,251,737 
a transversely disposed supporting bracket is se 
cured to the under side of each shelf member. 

3. A Wall shelf as set forth in claim 1, in which 
a transversely disposed Supporting bracket is Se 
cured to the under side of each shelf member, and 
a metal angle bar set into the rear upper face of 
each bracket and having an upwardly extend 
ing portion positioned in a recess in the rear 
edge of each shelf member, said upwardly ex 
tending portion having an opening in the upper 
end thereof. 

4. A wall shelf as set forth in claim 1, in which 
said pivotal connection includes a vertical pivot 
member disposed in one shelf member, a metal 
plate secured to the under face of the other 
shelf member, said metal plate being provided 
at its outer end with a longitudinal slot to re 
ceive said pivot member, and a clamping nut on 
the lower end of said pivot member bearing 
against the under face of said plate. 

5. A wall shelf as set forth in claim 1, in which 
said pivotal connection includes a vertical pivot 
member disposed in one shelf member and equi 
distant from one end of said shelf member and 
from its Opposite side edges. 

6. A Wall shelf as set forth in claim 1, in which 
said pivotal connection includes a vertical pivot 
member disposed in one shelf member, a metal 
plate secured to the under face of the other shelf 
member, said metal plate being provided at its 
outer end with a longitudinal slot to receive said 
vertical pivot member, and a clamping nut on 
the lower end of said pivot member bearing 
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against the under face of said plate, said slot 
having a length sufficient to permit the movable 
shelf member in its movement outwardly and 
about said pivot member to pass a corner of the 
other shelf member. 

7. A Wall shelf as set forth in claim 1, in which 
both shelf members are rectangular and one shelf 
member is shorter than the other shelf member. 
E. 8. A plurality of wall shelves as set forth in 
claim 1, in which each shelf member has secured 
to its underface a Supporting bracket, and 

5 vertical bars to which the various pairs of brack 
ets are secured spaced apart Vertically, the up 
per end of each bar being provided with an 
opening to receive a supporting pin. 

9. A plurality of Wall shelves as set forth in 
claim 1, in which each shelf member has secured 
to its under face a supporting bracket, and Wer 
tical bars to which the various pairs of brackets 
are secured spaced apart vertically, the Opposite 
ends of each bar being provided With openings 

5 to receive Supporting pins. 
10. A Wall shelf comprising two flat rectangu 

lar parts of equal thickness and Width, means 
normally holding said parts in the same plane 
flatwise thereof, said means embodying a pivotal 
and extensible connection between end portions 
of said parts whereby the end of one part may 
be swung around the other part so as to clear the 
corners thereof and abut against either the end, 
or the front, or rear edge of the other part, and 
means for locking said parts together in abutting 
relation to each other and in the same plane in 
any one of said adjusted positions, 
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