United States Patent (191

i 3,766,564

Varley (451 Oct. 23, 1973
[54]1 GLOVES o 1,046,798  12/1912  JORES ooooverrvroosrrssrrosre 2/337 X
(751 Inventor: George Wallace Varley, Bletchley, 3537763 81971  Stamton.oroos 21159

(73]

{22]
. [21]

[30]

{52]

(511 -

[58]

England

Assignees: A. T. Kinswood and Company
: Limited, London; Kirgloves Hitchin
Limited, Hitchin, Hertfordshlre,

“both of "England
Filed: July 26, 1971
Appl. No:.: 166,297

Foreign Application Priority Data
Oct. 8, 1970 Great Britain ..... 47,983/70
..................................... 2/161 A, 2/167
.................. Ad41d 19/00

2/167;158-161,
2/161 A, 161 R,.168

s

[56] References Cited ‘
UNITED STATES PATENTS .

3,404,409 10/1968 Tillotson et al, 2/]61 R

1,205,229 ~11/1916
1,673,517  6/1928 .. 2/161 R
2,907,046 10/1959 .. 2/161 R
2,728,082  12/1955 IMOVALZ ceveeeoveeeee i 2/167
3,255461  6/1966 BullocK.....ccooeerereiverrererrennenns 2/159

2/161 R

Primary Examiner—George V. Larkin

. Attorney—Victor M. Wigman and Herbert Cohen

(571 = ABSTRACT

A glove for sporting and industrial use and of which
the palm side is at least partly comprised of the skin
(a) of a snake of the sub-family Acrochordinae within
the Colubridae, or (b) of a file snake of the genus
Colubridae Mehelya or (cy of the Rosette or Lixia
shark, the skin having a finished 'thickness not exceed-

* ing one millimeter. A -specific.example would be a

golfer’s glove, it being: a ‘characteristic feature of the
invention that the glove ‘as specified affords a firm grip

to be maintained in both wet and dry conditions.

"4 Claims, No Drawings
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1
GLOVES

This invention relates to gloves intended for use
firstly where there is a requirement for a firm grip to be
maintained upon an article in both wet and dry condi-
tions, and secondly where there is a requirement for
sensitivity of touch to be retained although a glove is
being worn. The first requirement is inherent in many
sporting activities, including water sports, whilst the
second requirement is manifest in certain manufactur-
ing and service industries. '

In accordance with the present invention there is pro-
vided a glove of which the palm side is at least partly
comprised of the skin (a) of a snake of the sub-family
Acrochordinae, within the Colubridae, or (b) of a file
snake of the genus Colubridae Mehelya, or (c) of the
Rosette or Lixia shark, the skin having a finished thick-
ness not exceeding 1 millimetre. )

The skin may be such as to cover the whole or a part
of the palm of a hand and/or some.or all of the fingers,
including the thumb, as may be desired. The skin may
be cut to the shape of the palm side of the hand or be
applied in the form of strips or otherwise shaped pieces
to local areas of the palm side of the glove.

A snake skin which is particularly suitable for the
purpose is that of Acrochordus Javanicus otherwise
known as the Karung or Elephants Trunk Snake.

One particular embodiment of the invention which is
at present contemplated is a golfer’s glove having the
whole of its palm side comprised of the skin of Acro-
chordus Javanicus as aforesaid, the remainder of the
glove being comprised of a cellular stretchable mate-
rial, such as knitted cotton or nylon and having an elas-
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ticated cuff.

A further particular embodiment of the invention, for
instance a motorist’s glove could be made of leather or
other material to which, on the palm side, the aforesaid
skin as defined, or pieces thereof, would be attached.

A glove in accordance with the invention could also
be used in many industrial and technological processes
where the hand and/or the material being handled
needs protection but where it is essential that there
should be no loss of digital dexterity and/or of the grip-
ping faculty. An industrial glove could for example be
made of cotton and have palm and/or finger patches
made of the aforesaid snake or shark skin secured

thereto.

I claim: '

1. A glove affording high sensitivity to touch and hav-
ing effective gripping characteristics even under wet
conditions, said glove including a palm side and a back
side, said palm side having at least portions thereof
comprised of the skin of the snake of the sub-family
Acrochordinae of the Colubridae, said skin having a
finished thickness not exceeding one millimeter, and
wherein said at least portions of said palm side are
formed completely of said skin.

2. A glove as claimed in claim 1 in which the skin is
that of Acrochordus Javanicus.

3. A glove as claimed in claim 1 in which the skin is
cut to the shape of the palm side of a hand.

4. A glove as claimed in claim 1 in which the skin is
in the form of one or more strips forming part or parts

of the said palm side.
* % * * *



