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vinventionv relates to supports for Lbrushes, 
sand moreparticularlyito a retractibleibrushrhold, 

rclamp of a type adapted for. supportingita- han 
{died {brush from kand vwithin ;the wall .of :a-lcon 

_ htainer. for examplevin the supportof lag-paint j.‘ 
" brush hytitszhandlein. a vertical ;_positionvwithin;-a 
paint bucket . qr (the-like. 

‘ Nations structures,have,heretoforebeenevolved 
imaniattemptlto provide a ,ho1der:for .a pal t 
wbriishaor Eplurality thereof, {in containers of =;v' - 1:. 
.ousttypes, (inia mannerto relieve -1the=bristles= f 
the "weightiof tthe ‘ brush-land in a manner to; pro. 

‘tragainstfsmearingand-loss of‘vpaint. 
1', 3110216 .of suchdevices heretofore eavailable 

)zDQse. vlAomajor shortcoming -.of earlier thrush 
holding v,clips .and ,the r like {is ifound in their 1-in 

'.=_st_ability;-and: their tendency to i become deformed 
3i distorted after a periodtof ,use when subjected 

iiqoeatediy -=,to the weight ‘of @the brush heavily 
' laden with paint. It list accordingly ,a- major tob 

‘Je‘eti-of gthe ,yipresent invention vto ‘realize ean proved design of device "for ‘the (:purposeinoted, 
which may be instantly applied and as >aduiekly 
lightened-‘from ‘the upper- marginrof \the @wall pita. 
{paint cantorbucket; Qneinwhich-the brush hold 

--1 ingacliprzmaybecswung ‘to an-outwf-action iposi 
'tiontso asito clear theopeningato theabucketkdnrp 
ling periods of v,painting, and “one which, awhentin 
"use tossupport vthe brush, ' is .- exceedingly ,‘sturdy, 
' willtserve-reliably ,for‘zlongiperiods. of itime to slip 
:portsthe brush :in a vertical position with 
Reightto? of the bristles, and entirely clea sid'f 
the‘innercwall of.-thev container. 
‘@Ajurthercandeimportant:objective ofatheiinyen- " 

" tion: is :realizem-in .a devicerfor the purposeznote'd 

rirhich need consist of (no more than »:two "movablyrelated,,viz.,a spring tclampeeng-agingetm 

Will lot the container, and: a spring :clip -_w.h;ich 
segues to grip and-‘supportitheibrush. ; 
‘ :A stills-further and :important objectiveiofethe 

v invention is realized-manimprovedaconstruction 
oficlamprperse, which providesawmoretpositiae 
‘support “for the brush .clip than hast-heretofore 
‘been‘..ireallzed. V 

‘ ?'llhe ‘foregoingian‘d “numerous other objects ‘of: 
ithellinvention will more clearlyappear‘ifrom-athe 
'4 following detailed idescriptionzofia , presentlyipnep 
"ferre‘d embodiment, particularly when-{considered 
in connection with the accompanying drawingtin 
which: 

*FFig. 1 is a vertical'sectional viewuo’fa brushsup 
‘gportgtogether with ..a containerv and brush, .all in 
vm.’ .osition of usage Qf'the support; 

anlisometric view-somewhatenlargedm? 

the :vtradeis ,whollytadequatesfor ‘ its ~.i_nten_d_e‘rl ‘; 

,2 Claims. . (CI. 11248-12054,) 
- ‘2 

of a holder ~;-exemplifying the :present improve- 
ments; 

1Eig.»:3iis a sideielevation of the holder of Fig.2.; 
.~Eig.>4¢is a'topiorplan View of the assemblyof 

Eig.,»;2.,-end ' c 

Fig. 5 is a lateral or edgewise ‘view of the. struc 
.tureshown by Fig. 2. 
rReferringnow bycha-ractersof reference torthe 

drawing, ,in-order to renderjmore ‘meaningful the 
‘advantages of the present,improvements,_they are 
‘illustratedunder ‘conditions of an exemplaryrsit 
uation jn~;Which the brushis heldin reposeibe 
tweenperiods of use, suspended vertically within 
and clear of ‘the walls of a paint can or‘ container 
BC, the upper margin of the open container joe 
inglaindicated at TM. and the brush of usual han 
dle -;and - bristle type, being generally indicated 
at B. 
.Theqholder as an assembly may conveniently ' 

berriescribed as consisting of ~twomajor elements, 
' ivizneaaspring clamp generally indicated at it], and 
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aqspring :clip'or brush holder proper, pivotally 
connected to member In and generally indicated 
at 

vvto describe the clamp, in the preferred 
form.:-illustrated this ‘consists of two dissimilar 
iurqations or jaws l2 and 13, the furcate jaws be 
ingiconnected in a pivot-forming bight portion 
l?snormallyat thetop of this assembly, and serv 
inggjpivotally to receive the spring clip, as will 
hereinafter the more fully described. The lower 
most (or-free ends of the jaws are outturned in 
divergent-convergent relation, the outturned ter 
minaIsbeing indicated at l5 and it. These serve 
infawimanner now obvious from Fig. 1, to facilitate 
‘application of the clamp 'over the top‘ margin TM 
of-gthelbucket or a can PC. 

By .ipreference the ‘clamp It is formed of ;a 
springt>metal stock’ of such resilience that when 
formedup, the jaws l2 and i3 are-biased toward 
eachother, or» otherwise expressed, coact in grip 
ping relation to the vertical can wall embraced 
therebetween. 

important feature of the presentimprove 
tmentconsists in‘providing one of the jaws such as 
I2, swith -_ an upwardly and. outwardly‘ projecting 
strut iportion ll. ‘An economical arrangement 
thereof consists in forming the strut H as a dou_ 
bled, folded portion of the jaw or leg 12, causing 
etherstrut-formingpart to project at an acute an 
gle,;;for-<example of the order of 45 degrees, to the 
planar portion of the jaw l2. ‘The strut is ex 
tended .in>a:direction inwardly of the can with 
which the device is to be employed, a distance 
suohithatza brush supported by?the- device‘ will be 

A 
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suspended entirely free and with a substantial 
spacing from the nearest container wall. This is 
indicated in order to avoid distortion of the bris 
tles of the brush and their possible disarrange 
ment, as might otherwise occur. That portion of 
the jaw or furcation l2 upwardly beyond the strut 
I1 is, in forming, bent over to form a part-cylin 
drical journal or pivot portion for the reception 
of a pivot-forming part of the wire clip to be de 
scribed. Proceeding from this bight or journal 
portion of the clamp, the opposite jaw or leg i3 
is, in a region opposite the root of the strut por—v 
tion, bowed outwardly as will readily appear from 
Figs. 2 and 5, and as indicated at 2B. This bowed 
portion it will be observed, lies substantially oppo 
site the divergent root of the strut I‘! so as to de-‘ 
?ne in this region a horizontal recess 2| (Fig. 5)» 

10 

15, 

so proportioned as to accommodate the usual . 
bead, chime or other thickened portion in the 
region of the upper edge of the wall of the bucket 
or can. Such a formation permits the clamp to 
be free, or substantially so, of any such peripheral 
projection and still assume a position such that 
the jaws i2 and i3 lie in close parallelism to the 
opposite sides of the can wall with ?rm gripping 
engagement thereof. 
The angle, linear extent and other character 

istics of the strut i‘! are such that its outermost 
end 22, forming as will appear, a rest or support 
for the intermediate part of the brush clip, lies 
slightly below the pivot axis de?ned by the bight 
or journal portion 14. In this manner, the clip 
will assume in its position of use, a horizontal 
position and is thus sturdily supported to with-U 
stand the sometimes considerable loading of_ 
larger brushes even when ?lled with lead or other 
relatively heavy types of paint and ?nishing ma 
terials. 
Proceeding now to describe with more par 

ticularity the preferred form of spring clip gen 
erally indicated at II, this is of a generally T 
shape, and by preference but without restriction, 
is formed of a resilient wire stock of suitable 
gauge. The clip is comprised of a pair of arms 
or jaws 3i} and 3i, each jaw provided with out-1 
turned terminal portions 32 and about centrally 
of the clip with outwardly bowed formations 33 
which coact to form therebetween a gripping seat 
normally embracing, as in Fig. 1, the reduced 
sectional portion of the handle of brush B. The 
temper of the stock of this clip is such that it 
exhibits a rather secure frictional engagement 
with the opposite sides of the handle and vir-' 
tually completely embraces it in this region. The 
resilience of the wire stock is further such that 
an appreciable yet minor effort in forcing the 
brush handle into the mouth between the di 
vergent terminals 32 of the clip, serves to sepa 
rate the jaws 36——3I momentarily which there-' 
after close about the neck of the brush handle. 
The two arms or jaws of the clip H converge 

just rearwardly of the brush seat formed by and 
between the bowed portions 33, and thereupon are 
bent oppositely with corresponding parts aligned, 
thence reentrantly formed to constitute the pivot‘ 
portion of the clip which extends through and 
substantially completely occupies the journal-1 
forming bight region I 4 of the bifurcate clamp 
structure. ' 

It is a preference of course, separately to form' 
the clamp l0 and clip I l .‘ Assembly may be read-1. 
ily effected by introducing the pivot part 34 of 
the clip between the divergent ends l5—l6 of 
the clamp, thence upwardly between the jaws, 
and with some resistance, into the ?nal assembled 
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4 
relation of the parts as shown. The resilience of 
the stock and its close convergence just below the 
portion M are more than adequate to maintain 
the coacting pivot elements in assembly. 
The manner of application of the device to a 

metal container such as a paint can or bucket, 
will now have become obvious at least in part. 
It is necessary, once the can cover is removed 
or top portion cut away as may be required, to 
press the clamp over the can edge so as to cause 
the introduction of the margin TM of the con 
tainer to the zone between the divergent lips 
I'5—i5 of the clamp. Continued downward 
movement will bring the clamp to a position such 
that its bead or rim will become ?rmly seated in 
the recess or pocket 2| therefor between the 
furcations or jaws of the clamp. 
In order to bring the clip to a position of usage 

it is moved clockwise (Figs. 1 and 5) to horizontal 
position as shown, in which the strut 22 bears 
against an intermediate part of the wire clip, and 
by preference it is shown engaging the region ad; 
jac‘ent the bowed portions 33 of the jaws 30 and 3 i. 

It will now have appeared that the spring clip 
II is thus supported at relatively widely spaced 
points, and one of which is, the outer extremity 
of the strut [1, more speci?cally the zone indii 
cated at 22, the other spaced supporting point be 
ing in the pivot zone. In this manner there _are 
obviated many of the shortcomings of the former 
devices for intended and comparable usage in 
relying solely on a fulcrum support or stop in the 
immediate region of the pivot of a clip or the like 

It will have been noted that the present device 
inherently provides a feature of retractibility, or 
otherwise expressed, the assembly enables ‘the 
brush supporting member to be moved, counter-~ 
clockwise in the arrangement of the drawings‘ 
(Figs. 1, 2 and 5) so that the clip lies entirely ex-l 
ternally of the container and thus offers note: 
struction to or interference with normal mov'eif 
ments of the brush in and out of the container," 
incident to painting operations. ~ ' '1' 

It is to be understood of course that although‘ 
the arrangement has been described for-brevity 
inv the form of a single unit, a plurality of wire 
clips such as I! may be utilized in assembly of a} 
multiple holder. The supporting clamp struc 
ture may in such case consist of a plurality of’ 
the individual clamps, strapped or otherwise as-'_‘ 
sembled in side-b-y-side relation, or alternately," 
somewhat wider clamps Ill may be employedfi‘n‘ 
which separate spaced pivot portions M are pro?" 
vided for assembly of the individual clips. ' " 

It will now have appeared that the device'as 
described in a presently preferred embodimentf 
will serve as an unusually rugged and compact 
arrangement for the noted purpose; that itinay'i” 
be manufactured at a low cost, and supplied com-‘ 
mercially at a reasonable ?gure, all in run-‘ 
realization of the several objects hereinabove ex— 
pressed as well as others implied. """ "3"; 
'Although the invention has been describe‘d'by‘ki 

making reference to a single selected embodi-_. 
':-_~ment, the detail of description is to ‘be under? 
stood solely in an instructive rather than in‘ any 
limiting sense, numerous variants being possiblej 
within the intended scope of the claims here-_ 
unto appended. "i 

1‘ I claim as my invention: , 

1. In a holder for the support of a paint brush“. 
or the like vertically within and spaced from 
the wall of a paint bucket, a bifurcate clamp‘ 
formed of spring metal, the furcations of which ;' 
=‘comprise a pair of spring jaws, the jaws being 
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normally self-biased toward each other, the free 
ends of the furcate jaws being divergent where 
by to facilitate application of the clamp over 
the vertical wall of the container with one of 
the jaws located within the container, said in~ 
ternal jaw having a doubled and folded portion 
projected upwardly at an acute angle to the plane 
of the jaw to form a strut, thence being con 
tinued to a region slightly above said strut, in a 
rounded bight portion forming a journal for a 
brush clip; a brush clip of resilient wire stock 
and furcate construction including a substan“ 
tially rectilinear pivot portion extending through 
and swingably supported within the journal pore 
tion of the clamp, the clip being extended in a 
direction inwardly of the container with which 
the device is used to form a pair of spring arms, 
the arms being formed and coacting to provide 
a loop-like handle socket for receiving a narrow 
part of a paint brush handle, the free extremi 
ties of the clip being formed divergently to facili 
tate introduction of the brush handle to its sup 
ported position in the clip, the clip being en 
gaged by the strut in a region close to the brush 
handle, and the clip being swingably movable 
to a position exteriorly of the container and ap 
proaching the outside jaw or furcation of said 
clamp. 

2. In a holder for supporting a paint brush or 
the like in vertical position from the walls of a 
container, a bifurcate spring clamp adapted to 
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be inserted over an upper margin of a vertical 
wall of a container such as a paint can, the clamp 
furcations constituting two jaws, respectively in 
ternally and externally of the container, said in 
ternal jaw including a doubled and folded por 
tion projected upwardly and outwardly of the re 
mainder of the jaw at an angle of the order of 
45 degrees to constitute a strut, said jaws coact 
ing in the zone of their connection to form a 
pivot portion, a spring brush holder pivotally 
mounted in the last said portion and normally 
assuming, in a position of use, a substantially 
horizontal position, the jaws being formed in a 
region below the pivot portion to provide a hori- 
zontal bore between the jaws adapted to receive 
the bead or like enlargement on the upper mar~ 
gin of the can, said strut and pivot portion of the 
clamp coacting to support the wire clip respec 
tively in zones adjacent the brush engaging part 
of the clip, and at one end of the said clip. 

ROY T. EMBREE. 
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