
(19) United States 
US 2002003 1386A1 

(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2002/0031386A1 
Allday (43) Pub. Date: Mar. 14, 2002 

(54) SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PRINTING 
SEQUENCES OF INDICIA 

(76) Inventor: Nik Allday, Oxfordshire (GB) 

Correspondence Address: 
Roberts Abokhair & Mardula, LLC 
Suite 1000 
11800 Sunrise Valley Drive 
Reston, VA 20191 (US) 

(21) Appl. No.: 09/896,985 

(22) Filed: Jul. 2, 2001 

Related U.S. Application Data 

(62) Division of application No. 09/506,203, filed on Feb. 
12, 2000, now abandoned. 

(30) Foreign Application Priority Data 

Feb. 12, 1999 
Feb. 11, 2000 

(GB)......................................... 99.030744 
(GB)........................... PCT/GBOO/OO436 

Publication Classification 

(51) Int. Cl. ................................................. G06F 11/00 
(52) U.S. Cl. ................................................. 400/76; 400/61 

(57) ABSTRACT 

Aprinting System, for instance, for printing labels makes use 
of one or more sequence generators (13,14; 113, 114) which 
can return an indicium definition in response to an input 
value. Typically, the input value is a Sequence position, 
modified by Step and repeat values. The Sequence generators 
(13, 14; 113, 114) are used during the printing operation, 
avoiding the need for the data Source file required in 
conventional mail merge and label printing Systems. 
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SYSTEMAND METHOD FOR PRINTING 
SEQUENCES OF INDICIA 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates to a system for print 
ing Sequences of indicia. More particularly the present 
invention is a System and method for printing labels wherein 
the indicia can vary over the printing Sequence. 

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION 

0002 Many situations arise in which a sequence of 
indicia needs to be printed. The indicia may comprises 
textual or graphical matter. One example familiar to many is 
the printing of form letters by a mail merge process. Typi 
cally, a mail merge process comprises generating a template 
document including the Static text of the form letter and 
placeholders for variable data. The variable data is stored in 
Some form of list in a separate data Source file. The form 
letters are produced by repeatedly inserting the next set of 
variable data in the data Source file into a respective copy of 
the template document at the places Specified by the place 
holders until the end of the data source file is reached. 

0003) A problem with the mail merge process, which is 
particularly acute in the case of label generation, is that the 
data Source file must be produced before any individual 
merged document can be viewed or printed. Furthermore, 
the data source file must be wholly rebuilt and saved to disk 
before the form letters, labels etc. can be previewed or 
printed. 

0004. This basic process has also been used for the 
generation of labels. Examples are described in U.S. Pat. No. 
4,939,674 and U.S. Pat. No. 5,621,864. Other patents have 
been issued for invention relating to label printing. For 
example: 

0005 U.S. Pat. No. 5,995,985 describes a software sys 
tem which allows the user to Select and arrange fields and 
images on Series of labels to be printed. The user Selects a 
Specific label template. On each label the user may place 
text, graphics, or Stamps, by using the drag and drop buttons. 
The user may insert fields against templates, which reference 
to a database. 

0006 U.S. Pat. No. 5,659,603 describes a system for 
creating a template and printing a label sheet for individual 
telephone numbers and features. 
0007 U.S. Pat. No. 5,621,864 describes a system for 
printing labels that have both varied templates and varied 
indicia fields. This system provides the user with the ability 
to vary the Sequence of information displayed in indicia 
fields. 

0008 U.S. Pat. No. 5,967,675 describes the tape printer 
which allows the user to change the layout parameters of a 
label to be printed. The user may vary type face features, the 
type of bar code symbol to be printed, and the information 
to be printed on the label 
0009 U.S. Pat. No. 5,857,789 describes an apparatus for 
printing bar code information on a tape. The display cannot 
show both text data and graphic data at the same time nor 
can the device is be adapted for array printing 
0010 U.S. Pat. No. 5,841,954 describes a printer that can 
print both alphanumeric characters and bar codes on a label. 

Mar. 14, 2002 

Software provides printing instructions for the correct size 
of a bar corresponding to a number in a bar code. 
0011 U.S. Pat. No. 5,467,433 describes an apparatus 
which allows a user to make his or her own Software 
program for label printing. The user may build Specific 
programs Separately and then execute a Series of linked 
programs, in order to achieve an overall desired product. 
0012 Patent No. DE4228576 to Schwille describes com 
puter software which allows a user to improve both text and 
graphic image on a label. 
0013 European Patent No. WO972.9957 to Liedtke 
describes Software which creates labels with text and 
graphic data. Labels of a variety of sizes may be printed on 
one label sheet. Further, labels containing both text and 
graphic images are shown 
0014 U.S. Pat. No. 5,930,810 describes a system for 
designing a variety of document types and printing to either 
a local or a remote printer. A template is provided for the 
user, Such as busineSS card or a certificate. Graphic files are 
available for the user to define pictures and text to be shown 
on the desired product. 
0.015 U.S. Pat. No. 4,718,784 describes a computer sys 
tem for printing a sheet of labels where each label may 
contain multiple text Strings and multiple graphic images. 
This System uses a graph table which tracks the position of 
printable pixels for each label. 
0016 U.S. Pat. No. 4,875,174 describes a computer 
peripheral that accesses Software and data Stored on the host 
computer in order to print labels without interrupting other 
host computer functions. 
0017 U.S. Pat. No. 4,939,674 describes an apparatus for 
Sequential labeling. The apparatus allows a user to designate 
a label of any size and shape. A user may place fields on each 
label containing either text or graphic files. Control Software 
provides predefined templates or the ability to create custom 
templates. In this case, this patent does disclose applying a 
Sequence with a user template. 
0018 U.S. Pat. No. 5,559,934 describes an apparatus for 
printing labels which automatically optimizes characters to 
fit within the printable range of a specific label. The appa 
ratus Stores template information, Standard label sheets, and 
label positions. 
0019 Given the flexibility in printing that is required in 
today's communications, what would be useful is a System 
that applies a printing Sequence that can be flexibly desig 
nated Via a user template, applying a Sequence With a cog 
and wheel counter algorithm, using a counter to reference an 
image to be inserted in a field, and Streaming print instruc 
tions by a parent/child hierarchy thereby avoiding the need 
for the data Source file required in conventional mail merge 
and label printing Systems. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0020. According to the present invention, there is pro 
Vided a System for displaying a sequence of indicia, the 
System comprising: 

0021) 
0022 output means for producing command signals 
for a display apparatus, characterised in that 

indicia Selection means, and 
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0023 the indicia selection means includes a list 
whose members each define an indicium and is 
configured to perform a process for Selecting a 
member of Said list in dependence on a Supplied 
index value derived from an ordinal value related to 
a display region in which an indicium in Said list is 
to be displayed, and 

0024 the output means is configured for generating 
and Supplying Said values to Said proceSS for Select 
ing list members and generating display apparatus 
control Signals for displaying the indicia defined by 
the selected list members. 

0.025 According to the present invention, there is also 
provided a method of producing a display of an indicium in 
a Sequence of indicia, the method comprising: 

0026 selecting an indicium definition from a list of 
indicium definitions in dependence on a Supplied 
index value derived from an ordinal value related to 
a display region in which the indicium is to be 
displayed; and 

0027 producing display apparatus control signals 
for causing a display device to display the indicia 
defined by the selected definition. 

0028. With regard to the term “indicium', a blank space 
is an “indicium' if it is to be printed in response to Said 
Selection process. 

0029. Thus, the present invention avoids the data source 
file employed in the prior art for Sequences of indicia. 
Furthermore, the indicia Selection means can be used to 
obtain an indicium Out of Sequence, e.g. for individual 
preview, without having to Search through a file of indicia. 

0030 Most usefully, the display apparatus control signals 
are printer control Signals as this enables labels, for example, 
to be printed. However, it is desirable that the indicia be 
displayed on a Screen, e.g. a computer Screen, before the user 
commits to printing them. 

0.031 Preferably, the indicia selection makes use of a 
Software object including the list of variables and a method 
for obtaining a position in Said list in dependence on Said 
Supplied value. More preferably, this object comprises a 
further list of variables, each defining an indicium, Said lists 
of variables are ordered, and the method can Selectively 
obtain a position in Said further list in dependence on a 
Supplied value. 

0.032 The lists need not be the same length. 
0033. The selection of an indicium preferably comprises, 
for each list until the list before that from which a position 
is required, assigning the result of N div “the length of the 
current list” to N and then obtaining the result of N mod “the 
length of the list from which the position is required” as the 
required position, where N is initially the Supplied value. 

0034 Preferably, the ordinal value is the position of a 
display region in an array of display regions. However, it 
could relate to a temporal position. 

0035. The present invention has particular application in 
the printing and display of labels. 
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0036 Preferably, step and repeat values associated with a 
label group are Stored and the Supplied value is derived from 
the ordinal value and the relevant Step and repeat values. 
0037. The present invention may be implemented using a 
conventional computer. Since the economic exploitation of 
the present invention will often involve the distribution of 
control Software, protection is Sought for a manifestation of 
a signal representing a program for controlling a computer 
to perform a method according to the present invention. The 
manifestation may comprise an electromagnetic wave or a 
Spatial variation in a physical property, Such as magnetic 
field direction or reflectance. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0038 FIG. 1 shows the hardware of an embodiment of 
the present invention; 
0039 FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the relation 
ship between certain Software elements of an embodiment of 
the present invention; 
0040 
0041 FIG. 4 illustrates the relationship between a label 
sheet template and label lists and Sequence generators, 

FIG. 3 illustrates an indicia retrieving process; 

0042 FIG. 5 is a structure chart illustrating the printing 
of a set labels, and 
0043 FIG. 6 shows a printed sheet of labels. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

0044 An embodiment of the present invention will now 
be described, by way of example, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 
0045. In the following description, terminology appro 
priate for Microsoft Windows programming will be 
employed as these are familiar to a large number of pro 
grammer. However, it will be appreciated that the present 
invention is not restricted in its application to MicroSoft 
Windows platforms. 
0046 Referring to FIG. 1, a label printing system is 
implemented using a personal computer 1 and a printer 2 
connected to the personal computer 1 for receiving printing 
instructions therefrom. 

0047 Referring to FIG. 2, a group of labels, to be printed 
by the apparatus show in FIG. 1, is represented by an 
instance 3 of a label list object. The label list object instance 
3 has a labels property which comprises a list of instances 4 
of a label object and name, Step and repeat properties. The 
purpose of the Step and repeat properties will become 
apparent from the description of the Sequence generators 
given below. 
0048. Each label object instance 4 has an index property, 
giving its position in the list of label objects, a position 
property, e.g. X and y co-ordinates, giving the position of the 
represented label on the printed label sheet, and a definition 
property. The definition property is a pointer to an instance 
of a label definition object 5, 6. 
0049. Each label definition object instance 5, 6 has a 
fields property which is a list of instances 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 
of field definition object instances. The field definition object 
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classes are polymophically descended from an abstract field 
definition object class. The field definition object instances 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 can be variable field definition object 
instances 7, 8, 9, 10, static text field definition object 
instances 11 or Static graphic field definition object instances 
12. 

0050 Static text field definition object instances 12 have 
a content property which is a pointer to a String constant, a 
custom print method and a position property, which gives 
the field's printing position relative to the label. Static 
graphic field definition object instances 11 have a content 
property which is a pointer to a bit map, a custom print 
method and a position property, which gives the field's 
printing position relative to the label. 
0051) The variable field definition object instances 7, 8, 
9, 10 have a content property which is pointer to an instance 
of a Sequence generator object 13, 14, a custom print method 
and a position property, which gives the field's printing 
position relative to the label. The variable field definition 
object instances 7, 8, 9, 10 have additional properties which 
is a set of column object instance identifiers which identify 
column object instances 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 of the 
Sequence generator object instances 13, 14 pointed to by the 
content property and a direct flag property. 
0.052 In each case above, the custom print method takes 
an identification of a device context, or the equivalent, as a 
parameter and prints the field's content to that device 
context. Consequently, the custom print methods are appli 
cable for both generating real labels and generating repre 
Sentations of labels on a computer Screen. 
0.053 Each sequence generator object instance 13, 14 
comprises a columns property. The columns property com 
prises an ordered list of column object instances 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19. Each column object instance 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 has 
a list of indicia definitions, for example Strings. The ele 
ments of the column object instances 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 can 
be accessed using an index value. 
0.054 The sequence generator object instances 13, 14 
each have a method that returns an indicium given a column 
id I and a value N. Referring to FIG. 3, for each column 
(indexed with variable J) until the column index J equals the 
I-1 (steps s1 and s3), N is assigned the result of N div 
Length(column (J)) (Step S2). Then, N is assigned the result 
of N mod Length(column(I)) (step s4). The indicium at the 
Nth location in the Ith column is then returned by the method 
(step s5). 
0.055 Thus, by calling the indicium returning method of 
a Sequence generator object instance 13, 14, a variable field 
definition object 7, 8, 9, 10 can obtain its contents. If the 
direct flag is true, the printed content is the String returned 
by the Sequence generator object. However, if the direct flag 
is false, the printed content is an indicium identified by the 
returned String, which may be, for example, the filename of 
a graphics file. 
0056. One label printing job may employ a plurality of 
label list object instances to represent a plurality of label 
groups on a label sheet. Consequently, different groups of 
labels may be defined by elements of a plurality of lists 
which can refer to the same or different label definition 
object instances. Label definition objects used for different 
lists may use the discrete or overlapping Sets of Sequence 
generator object instances. 
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0057 Thus, by way of example and referring to FIG. 4, 
the labels on a label sheet 100 may be grouped into first, 
Second and third columns. However, the labels in the first 
and Second columns form one group 101a and are repre 
sented by elements of a first label list object instance 103a 
with alternate elements pointing to first and Second label 
definition object instances 105,106. The steps value for the 
first label list object instance is 1 and its repeat value is 2. 
0058. The labels in the third column form a second group 
101b are represented by elements of a second label list 
object instance 103b whose elements point to the second 
label definition object instance 106. The step value for the 
second label list object instance 103b is 1 and its repeat 
value is also 1. 

0059) The first label definition object instance 105 has 
two variable field definition object instances which point 
respectively to first and Second Single-column Sequence 
generator object instances 113, 114. The second label defi 
nition object instance 106 has one variable field definition 
object instance which points to the Second Sequence gen 
erator object instance 114. 
0060. In this example, first and second sequence genera 
tor object instances 113, 114 each have only one column. 
The column of the first Sequence generator object instance 
113 comprises 001, 002, 003, 004, 005, 006, 007, 008.009, 
010 and the column of the Second Sequence generator object 
instance comprises a, W, c, F, Z, q, P, h, L, A. It should be 
noted that the elements of a column need not be inherently 
ordered. 

0061 The label list object instances 103a, 103b are 
elements of a list comprising a labels property 102 of a job 
object instance representing a label printing job. The job 
object instance also has a template property that is associ 
ated with a particular label sheet format and which defines 
the outlines of the labels in the label groups 101a, 101b so 
that they can be printed to the display window's device 
COnteXt. 

0062) The “printing” of the labels defined by the label list 
objects 103a, 103b will now be described. The process 
applies to both displaying labels in an image of the label 
sheet and actually printing the label. 
0063. The printing process involves invoking print meth 
ods of the various object defining the job in a cascade with 
the printing parameters being passes down the cascade of 
method invocations. The printing parameters are passed as a 
pointer to a printing parameters record variable So that the 
methods can effect changes thereto. The printing parameter 
record variable comprises fields for: 

0064 1. a device context; 
0065 2. a field clip region definition; 
0066 3. the co-ordinates of the top left and bottom 
night corners of the label; 

0067 4. vertical and horizontal scaling factors; 
0068). 5. page number; 
0069. 6. last page; 
0070 7. label list name; 
0071 8. label background colour; 
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0072) 
0073) 
0074) 
0075) 
0076) 
0.077 

0078 Values are not assigned to all the fields of the 
printing parameter fields at the Start of a print job. AS will 
become apparent, values are assigned to the fields at the 
appropriate level within the cascade of print methods. 

9. label outline colour; 

10. the label ordinal value; 

11. the list Step value; 
12. the list repeat value; 
13. a show template flag, and 
14. a printing mode flag. 

0079 Referring to FIG. 5, in order to display a complete 
print, the device context field of the printing parameter is Set 
to that of the program's main window, the page number and 
last page fields are assigned Zero, the show template flag is 
Set to true and the printing mode flag is Set to false, i.e. 
printing to the display not to paper (p1). When these fields 
have been assigned value, and job object instance's print 
method (p2) is invoked. The job object instance's print 
method (p2) first prints the template (p3)(i.e. label outlines 
to the program's main window). 
0080. The job object instance then invokes the print 
method (p4) of the label lists object instance 102 and then 
increments the page number field of the printing parameter. 
This is repeated until the page number field value is greater 
then the last page field value. 
0081. The print method (p4) of a label list object instance 
102 invokes the print method (p5) of the list object instances 
103a, 103b. The label list object print method (p5) first sets 
the Step and repeat fields of the print parameter to the Step 
and repeat property values of the label list object instance 
103a, 103b and the top left position field to the position 
property of the current list element. The labels represent in 
the list may extend over Several pages. Consequently, before 
the print method of the label definition object instance 105, 
106 for a list element is invoked, the ordinal value field (or) 
of the printing parameter is Set to the result of the following: 

0082 where p is the page number, which is zero-based, 1 
is the list length and n is the position of the current label in 
the list. 

0083) When the print method (p6) of an label definition 
object instance 105, 106 is invoked, it first calculates a 
modified ordinal value (ov) for the current label according to 
the formula: 

0084 where r is the label list object instance's repeat 
property and S is its Step property. This formula assumes that 
the ordinal value counts from 1 not 0. Then it invokes the 
print methods (p7, p8, p9) of the associated field definition 
object instances in turn. 
0085. The print method (p7) of a variable field object 
instance invokes the indicium returning method (p10) of the 
relevant Sequence generator object instance 113, 114 with 
the modified ordinal value (ov) and “1”, indicating the only 
column of the Sequence generator object instance 114, as 
parameters. This method then returns an indicium by the 
process described above. 
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0086). If a field makes use of more than one column of a 
Sequence generator object instance, the indicium returning 
method must invoke the indicium returning method (p10) a 
plurality of times. The results are then combined for print 
ing. In the case of Strings, the results may be concatenated 
in a user-definable order. 

0087. Once the indicia has been obtained, the field defi 
nition object instance print method prints the indicium to the 
notified device context, using the colour, position and clip 
area information provided in the printing parameter passed 
to it. 

0088. The print method (p8) of any static graphic field 
definition objects are then invoked. This method “prints' the 
graphic to the device context using the colour, position and 
clip area information provided in the printing parameter 
passed to it. 

0089 Finally, the print method (p9) of any static text field 
definition objects are then invoked. This method “prints' the 
text to the notified device context using the colour, position 
and clip area information provided in the printing parameter 
passed to it. 

0090 The printed sheet produced by the process 
described above is shown in FIG. 6. 

0091 Printing to label sheets is essentially the same save 
that a “printer device context is Supplied, the show template 
flag is Set to false and the print type flag is set to true, 
indicating printing to a label sheet, So that the printing of 
page numbers and headers and footers can be performed. 

0092. The print methods do not need to be invoked using 
the whole cascade. For instance, a printing parameter can be 
built and passed directly to the printing method of a label 
definition object instance So that an individual label can be 
displayed. This ability is useful for providing a graphical 
label design user interface. 

0093. From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that a 
great deal of control can be had over the label printing 
process. Accordingly, the present embodiment is provided 
with user interface provision for Setting and Selecting vari 
ous features. 

0094. The user interface for the present embodiment 
comprises a main window from which a plurality of task 
Specific dialogs can be called up. 

0095 Firstly, the user can call up a dialog for selecting a 
template definition from a Set of files defining templates. 
Once a template has been Selected, it is displayed by 
invoking the job print method as described above. This will 
Simply display the shapes of the labels because no label 
definitions have been added. 

0096] At this stage all of the labels are in a single list. 
Therefore, a dialog is provided whereby the user can define 
additional label lists and move labels between lists. 

0097 Another dialog is provided so that a user can build 
Sequence generators using automatically generated ordinal 
Sequences or Sequences entered manually element by ele 
ment to create the columns. A user may also manually 
modify automatically generated Sequences, for instance to 
remove the numbers 4 or 13. 
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0098. A label design dialog displays a single selected 
label, using the individual print process described above, 
and allows the user to position static and variable fields. The 
variable fields can be associated with columns of a Sequence 
generator by a drag and drop process from the Sequence 
generator building dialog. In this way, the label, field and 
Sequence generator object instances can be created and 
linked. 

0099 Changes made using these dialogs are reflected in 
the displayed label sheet image. 
0100 When the labels meet the user's requirements, the 
user can print the labels using a conventional printer and 
prepared label Sheets. The user can also Save the definitions 
of the template, labels and Sequence generators in a file So 
that the job can be recreated at a later date. 
0101 Additional fields may be added to the printing 
parameter record So that richer printing options may be 
provided. For instance, a list view flag may be provided So 
that labels can be printed to the programs window with their 
list names and ordinal values rather than the data fields. 

0102) The sequence generator objects may be modified so 
that the indicium returning methods return pointers to print 
able objects, preferably having a common ancestor type but 
custom print methods. Consequently, graphic and text indi 
cia may be mixed in one Sequence. 

I claim: 
1. A System for displaying a Sequence of indicia, the 

System comprising: 
indicia Selection means, and 
output means for producing command Signals for a dis 

play apparatus, and wherein the indicia Selection means 
comprises a list whose members each define an indi 
cium and is configured to perform a process for Select 
ing a member of Said list in dependence on a Supplied 
index value derived from an ordinal value related to a 
display region in which an indicium in Said list is to be 
displayed; and wherein 

the output means is configured for generating and Sup 
plying Said values to Said proceSS for Selecting list 
members and generating display apparatus control Sig 
nals for displaying the indicia defined by the Selected 
list members. 

2. The System according to claim 1, wherein the display 
apparatus control Signals are printer control Signals. 

3. The System according to claim 1, wherein the display 
apparatus control signals are display Screen control signals. 

4. The System according to claim 1 wherein the indicia 
Selection means comprises a Software object comprising Said 
list and a method for obtaining a position in Said list in 
dependence on Said Supplied value. 

5. The System according to claim 2 wherein the indicia 
Selection means comprises a Software object comprising Said 
list and a method for obtaining a position in Said list in 
dependence on Said Supplied value. 

6. The System according to claim 3 wherein the indicia 
Selection means comprises a Software object comprising Said 
list and a method for obtaining a position in Said list in 
dependence on Said Supplied value. 

7. The System according to claim 4, wherein the indicia 
Selection means comprises a further list, whose members 
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each define an indicium, and the Selection means is config 
ured to perform Said process for obtaining a position in Said 
further list in dependence on a Supplied value, Said lists 
being arranged in an ordered manner. 

8. The System according to claim 7, wherein Said lists 
have different numbers of members. 

9. The System according to claim 7 wherein Said process 
comprises, for each list until the list before that from which 
position is required, assigning the result of N div the length 
of the current list to N and then obtaining the result of N mod 
the length of the list from which the position is required as 
the required position, where N is initially the Supplied value. 

10. The System according to claim 8 wherein Said process 
comprises, for each list until the list before that from which 
position is required, assigning the result of N div the length 
of the current list to N and then obtaining the result of N mod 
the length of the list from which the position is required as 
the required position, where N is initially the Supplied value. 

11. The System according to claim 1 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

12. The System according to claim 2 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

13. The system according to claim 3 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

14. The System according to claim 4 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

15. The system according to claim 5 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

16. The system according to claim 6 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

17. The system according to claim 7 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

18. The system according to claim 8 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

19. The system according to claim 9 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

20. The system according to claim 10 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

21. The System according to claim 2, wherein the display 
region is a label. 

22. The System according to claim 3, wherein the display 
region is a representation of a label. 

23. The System according to claim 21 including means 
Storing Step and repeat values associated with a label group, 
wherein the output means is configured to generate Said 
Supplied values using the Stored Step and repeat values 
asSociated with the group of the label being displayed and 
Said ordinal value. 

24. The System according to claim 22 including means 
Storing Step and repeat values associated with a label group, 
wherein the output means is configured to generate Said 
Supplied values using the Stored Step and repeat values 
asSociated with the group of the label being displayed and 
Said ordinal value. 
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25. A method of producing a display of an indicium in a 
Sequence of indicia, the method comprising: 

Selecting an indicium definition from a list of indicium 
definitions in dependence on a Supplied index value 
derived from an ordinal value related to a display 
region in which the indicium is to be displayed; and 

producing display apparatus control signals for causing a 
display device to display the indicia defined by the 
Selected definition. 

26. The method according to claim 25, wherein the 
display apparatus control Signals are printer control Signals. 

27. The method according to claim 25, wherein the 
display apparatus control signals are display Screen control 
Signals. 

28. The method according to claim 25 wherein the indi 
cium definition is Selected by invoking a method of a 
Software object instance having a property comprising Said 
list, Said object's method obtaining a position in Said list in 
dependence on Said Supplied value. 

29. The method according to claim 26 wherein the indi 
cium definition is Selected by invoking a method of a 
Software object instance having a property comprising Said 
list, Said object's method obtaining a position in Said list in 
dependence on Said Supplied value. 

30. The method according to claim 27 wherein the indi 
cium definition is Selected by invoking a method of a 
Software object instance having a property comprising Said 
list, Said object's method obtaining a position in Said list in 
dependence on Said Supplied value. 

31. The method according to claim 28, wherein said 
object has a further list of variables, each defining an 
indicium, Said lists of variables are ordered, and the object's 
method Selectively obtains a position in Said further list in 
dependence on a Supplied value. 

32. The method according to claim 31, wherein said lists 
have different numbers of members. 

33. The method according to claim 31 wherein said 
object's method comprises, for each list until the list before 
that from which position is required, assigning the result of 
N div the length of the current list to N and then obtaining 
the result of N mod the length of the list from which the 
position is required as the required position, where N is 
initially the Supplied value. 

34. The method according to claim 32 wherein said 
object's method comprises, for each list until the list before 
that from which position is required, assigning the result of 
N div the length of the current list to N and then obtaining 
the result of N mod the length of the list from which the 
position is required as the required position, where N is 
initially the Supplied value. 
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35. The method according to claim 25 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

36. The method according to claim 26 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

37. The method according to claim 27 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

38. The method according to claim 28, wherein the 
ordinal value is the position of a display region in an array 
of display regions. 

39. The method according to claim 31 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

40. The method according to claim 32 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

41. The method according to claim 32 wherein the ordinal 
value is the position of a display region in an array of display 
regions. 

42. The method according to claim 26, wherein the 
display region is a label. 

43. The system according to claim 27, wherein the display 
region is a representation of a label. 

44. The method according to claim 42 further comprising 
Storing Step and repeat values associated with a group of 
labels and generating Said Supplied values using the Stored 
Step and repeat values associated with the group of the label 
being displayed and said ordinal value. 

45. The method according to claim 43 further comprising 
Storing Step and repeat values associated with a group of 
labels and generating Said Supplied values using the Stored 
Step and repeat values associated with the group of the label 
being displayed and Said ordinal value. 

46. A System for printing a Sequence of indicia compris 
Ing: 

a computer further comprising a readable Storage means, 
and 

a printing means electronically connected to Said com 
puter, 

wherein Said readable Storage means comprises instruc 
tions for allowing a user to Select a composite of image 
elements from an array of image elements and for 
applying a variable Sequence to Said composite of 
image elements. 


