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This invention relates to the laundering or washing of
commodities including wearing apparel and the like, and
to apparatus employing means for performing the launder-
ing or washing operation.

The invention relates particularly to the laundering of
delicate fabrics such as hose, feminine undergarments,
and the like of silk, nylon, or other materials, and which
it is desirable to launder apart from coarser articles fre-
quently and with great care due to the delicacy of the
same.

it is customary to launder ladies’ hose and dainty arti-
cies of apparel by hand. This is unsatisfactory since it
requires a container for the laundering fluid, is time con-
suming, subjects the hands to the harsh action of the de-
tergent, and sometimes results in damage to the articles
being laundered.

It is an object of the invention to provide a miniature
laundering device or implement capable of holding a
couple of pairs of hose or other objects especially of
delicate fabric and of a corresponding relatively small
buik or mass, and which device not only is capable of
receiving and retaining the laundering fluid or cleaning
agent, but is provided with agitating means for facilitat-
ing intimate comtact between the cleaning fluid and the
articles being laundered.

Another object of the invention is to provide a simple
inexpensive miziature device of a yieldable plastic of two
telescopic sections capable of being assembled to provide
a closed watertight container for articles to be laundered
and for the laundering fluid, and which container is pro-
vided with means for producing intimate contact between
the laundering fluid and the articles laundered.

A further object of the inveation is to provide a rela-
tively small compact device of simple and imexpensive
character, which can be held in the hand, carried in a
traveling bag, and which can be easily employed for
laundering fabrics including those of a delicate character,
and which device can be readily cleaned, dried and
stored.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will
become apparent from the following description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawing wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective illustrating one application of
the invention;

FIG. 2, an enlarged perspective of the device per se;

FIG. 3, a longitudinal section on the line 3—3 of
FIG. 2; and

FIG. 4, a transverse section on line 4—4 of FIG. 3.

Briefly stated, the present invention is a miniature
washing machine, generally barrel shaped, and centrally
and transversely divided to form a pair of generally
frusto-conical cup-like containers having smaller closed
ends and larger open ends of yieldabie plastic with such
cup-like containers having their larger ends constructed
so that they can be telescoped to provide a tight com-
partment for hose or the like to be laundered as well
as for the laundering fluid with or without a drop or
more of detergent. Also the containers may be provided,
as for example, at their closed ends, with surfaces of a
character to provide agitating means to facilitate inti-
mate contact between the laundering fluid and the articles
being laundered.

With continued reference to the drawing the device of
the present invention comprises a miniature washing
machine formed of a pair of generally frusto-conical cup-

(>4

10

15

20

30

35

40

50

60

65

70

2

like containers 18 and 11 of generally similar character
and composed of any desired material such as poly-
cthylene and preferably in paste! colors such as pale
pink, yellow, blue and green which appeal to feminine
vanity and the walls of the container are of substan-
tially uniform thickness throughout.

The cup-like containers ¢ and 31 have ends 12 and
i3 closed with such ends extended inwardly and pro-
vided with radial agitator ribs 14 and 15 for causing inti-
mate contact between articles being laundered and laun-
dering fluid, the idea being to produce maximum agita-
tion of the miniature washing machine with the liquid
contained and caused by the movement of the washing
machine relative to the contained fluid and the articles
being washed which incidentally is substantially the op-
posite of that of a conventional washing machine in
which the machine and the washing solution are sta-
tionary while the solution and clothes are agitated.

The cup-like casings ¢ and 11 are preferably of less
diameter at their closed ends for maximum internal
capacity for the size, and in order to connect the same
the larger ends are provided with complementary annu-
lar internal tongue and groove members. The larger of
the cup-like casings 11 is provided with a channel 17
having a central annular groove 18, such channel 17
terminating in a shoulder 19 and a free reduced end 20.

The cup-like container 11 is complementarily formed
with an annular reduced extension or sleeve 21 termi-
nating in a relatively thin extremity 22, an annular tongue
23 and a shoulder 24. The tongue 23 is adapted to be
received within the groove 18 with the reduced extremity
22 abutting the shoulder 19 and the reduced extremity
20 abutting the shoulder 24 the thinner portions of the
extremities of the cup-like containers permit the inter-
fitting of the parts which form the joint thus described
and if there should be any looseness through which water
might flow the ends may be pressed slightly toward each
other as they are held between the hands during the
shaking of the washing machine,

In the use of the washing machine hose or other pref-
erably dainty articles 25 are placed in one of the cup-
like containers substantially filled with a solution of
water 26 and a drop of detergent or washing fluid where-
upon the other cup-like container is placed thereupon
and the parts are forced toward each other to cause
coupling action. After the parts are coupled the wash-
ing implement can be moved endwise between the palms
of the hands or while held in the hands giving a motion
similar to that of the mixing of drinks for a dozen or
more times whereupon the cleaning will be -adaquate
and the parts can be separated and the washed articles
removed and suitably dried with, if desired, the semi-
circular cup-like containers 10 and 11 inserted within
hose to hold same expanded while such hose are sus-
pended from their tops on a line of the support.

It will be obvious to one skilled in the art that various
changes may be made in the invention without depart-
ing from the spirit and scope thereof and therefore the
invention is not limited by that which is illustrated in
the drawing and described in the specification, but only
as indicated in the accompanying claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A shaker type device for laundering fabrics of
the general nature of ladies hose or other articles of rela-
tively small bulk comprising a pair of generally frusto-
conical containers open at the large end and closed at
the smaller, said containers being formed of pliable plas-
tic with the smaller closed ends extending axially inward
and provided with generally radial ribs, the larger ends
of said containers each being provided with interfitting
portions with a shoulder at the base of each end with a
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rib extending around one of the interfitting portions
and receivable in a groove in the other interfitting portion
whereby said container may be fitted together and inter-
lockingly utilized in a manner to retain laundering solu-
tion with articles to be laundered; said containers having
relatively thin walls of substantially uvniform thickness
throughout and having external ribs for facilitating the
gripping of the same.

2. A shaker for laundering fabrics or similar articles
comprising a pair of generally frustum-shaped contain-
ers of pliable plastic, said containers having open larger
ends and closed smaller ends, said smaller ends extend-
ing  axially inward and provided with interiorly pro-
jected radially disposed ribs, the larger ends of said con-
tainers being provided with interfitting portions with a
shoulder at the base thereof, a 1ib extended around one
of the interfitted portions and receivable in a groove in
the other interfitted portion whereby fitted containers may
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be interlockingly fitted together and utilized to refain
laundering solution and articles to be laundered.

3. The structure of claim 2 in which the walls of the
containers are of substantially uniform thickness through-
out.

4. The structure of claim 3 in which there are external
ribs on the walls of the containers to facilitate gripping of
the same.
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