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This invention relates to a package for use as 

a holder for Small articles of merchandise So that 
they can be conveniently handled and shipped 
and which also can be used for displaying the 
nerchandise after the package has been broken. 
An object of the invention is to provide an 

expansible basket which, under normal condi 
tions, is held contracted within a shell constitut 
ing the closure of the basket and adapted, when 
released firCin the basket, to permit expansion of 
Said basket So that all of the contents of the 
shell can be contained within and be displayed 
from the released basket. 
A further object is to provide a package the 

members of which can be readily formed, printed 
and assembled. 
Another object is to combine with the basket 

and shell a means for preventing crushing of 
the contents of the basket and shell as the re 
Sult of relative movement of the parts While the 
package is being handled. 
A still further object is to combine with a 

contractible basket, a, shell which constitutes a 
closure for the basket as well as a means for 
hoiding the basket contracted, the capacity of the 
shell being greater than that of the basket when 
contracted but Substantially equal to that of the 
basket when released and expanded. 
A still further object is to provide a package 

the bottom portion of which is formed by a basket 
partly housed in the shell and which can be held 
assembled With the shell by a Seal Which, When 
broken, will release the shell for withdrawal from 
the basket. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view 

which will appear as the description proceeds, the 
invention consists of certain novel details of con 
struction and combinations of parts hereinafter 
more fully described and pointed out in the claims, 
it being understood that changes may be made 
in the construction and arrangement of parts 
without departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion as claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings the preferred 
forms of the invention have been shown. 

In Said drawings 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a package 

constructed in accordance with the present in 
vention. 

Figure 2 is a vertical transverse section there 
through. 

Figure 3 is a section on line 3-3, Figure 2. 
Figure 4 is a perspective view showing the 

inner side of one corner portion of the basket 
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when contracted, while being held under restraint 
by the shell portion of the package. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the basket 
released by the removal of the restraining shell 
therefron. 
Figure 6 is a rear elevation of a modified form 

of basket, the same being shown by full lines in 
Contracted position and, by broken lines, in ex 
tended or expanded position. 

Figure is an elevation of one side of the 
basket shown in Figure 6, the same being shown 
by full lines in contracted position and by broken 
lines in expanded position. 

Figure 8 is a plan view of one of the back cor 
ners of the basket shown in Figure 6. 

Figure 9 is a similar view showing the basket 
expanded. 

Figure 10 is a plan view of the corner portion 
of a slightly modified form of basket contracted. 

Figure 11 is a similar view showing the basket 
eXpanded. 

Figure 12 is a perspective view of a reenforcing 
filler or liner adapted to be placed in a basket; 
While contained within the shell portion of the 
package, thereby to hold the basket against up 
ward sliding movement within the shell. 

Figure 13 is a vertical section through a pack 
age equipped with the liner shown in Figure 14. 

Figure 14, is a transverse section through a 
basket in which the folded liner is used for dis 
play purposes. 

Referring to the figures by characters of ref 
erence f designates a shell preferably in the 
form of a carton or folding box of cardboard or 
the like having overlying and interlocking flaps 
2 and 3 at one end while the other end is open. 
Prior to use this shell can be folded flat after the 
flaps 2 and 3 have been opened. 
AS before stated the end of the shell remote 

from the flaps is open and this end is adapted 
to extend around and to be closed by the basket 
portion of the package. This basket portion can 
be of different constructions. In the forms shown 
in Figures 2 to 5 inclusive it is formed of a single 
piece of cardboard cut and scored to provide a 
bottom 4, upstanding walls 5, and wings S. One 
Wing extends from each wall and is integral with 
One side thereof. Each wing is joined in any 
suitable manner, as by means of a staple T or 
other securing means, to the adjacent Wall and 
that portion of each wing between the two walls 
to which it is joined, is centrally scored from 
the top to the bottom thereof, as indicated at 8 
So that the wing is thus capable of folding in 
Wardly as shown in Figures 3 and 4. When the 



2 
wings are thus folded, the walls 5, which are rec 
tangular, stand perpendicularly to the bottom 4 
and will fit snugly against the inner Surfaces of 
the corresponding walls of the shell so that the 
bottom 4 will thus constitute a closure for the 
bottom of the shell. 
Obviously the basket can be formed in other 

ways as shown in Figures 2 to 5. For example, 
and as shown in Figures 6 to 9, the front Wall 9 
of the basket can be formed with triangular side 
wings í 9 the free longitudinal edge of each of 
which has an extending head with a slot 2 
extending upwardly thereinto along the line of 
the adjacent edge of the wing So as thus to de 
fine a nose 3 on the head. The adjacent side 
walls 4 of the basket are provided with arcuate 
slots 15 into which the respective noses 3 pro 
ject so that it is thus possible to swing the front 
Wall 9 outwardly relative to the side walls and 
at the same time swing the side walls laterally 
relative to each other at which time the heads 

will slide along the outer faces of the side 
walls 4 and cause the noses 3 to travel Within 
the slotS 5. 
Each side wall is provided at the back With 

similar triangular wings 6 each having a lat 
erally extending head with a slot 8 extend 
ing upwardly thereinto like slots 2 in the heads 
f . The wings on the two sides are extended 
toward each other and lap the back Wall 9 of 
the basket which has arcuate slots 20 in which 
the noses 2 of the heads 7 project. Thus with 
this fold arrangement at each corner of the 
basket, it is possible for all four Walls of the 
basket to be swung apart or to be closed to 
gether, the wings, during this relative movement, 
flexing transversely to permit such expansion 
and contraction of the basket. By thus forming 
the basket with the tongues at the sides and back 
only, any Suitable printed matter can be dis 
played on the front Surface. 
Another form of corner fold has been disclosed 

in Figures 10 and 11 wherein, instead of provid 
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ing one wing on each Wall of the container, each 
wall can be provided with a narrow wing 22 at 
one side and a wide wing 23 at its other side, the 
narrow Wing of one wall lapping the Wide wing 
of the next adjoining wall, as shown particu 
larly in Figure 11 and being attached thereto in 
any Suitable manner, as by means of a staple 24 
or the like. Thus when the basket is contracted, 
the lapping Wings will fold inwardly as shown in 
Figure 10 and, when the basket is expanded, 
these wings will straighten out as shown in 
Figure 11. 

Irrespective of the construction of the con 
tractible and expansible basket, the shell used 
can be the same and when the basket is con 
tracted the end of the shell provided with closure 
flaps 2 and 3 is opened and the basket is then 
inserted bottom downward through said open end 
until the bottom 4 of the basket reaches the open 
bottom of the shell. This downward insertion 
of the basket results in the folding of the corner 
WingS as ShoWn in Figures 2 and 3 and the basket 
terminates at the top below the top level of the 
shell. The basket, and shell are then filled. With 
the material to be packaged. This can be in the 
nature of candy, or other comparatively small 
articles and after the shell and basket have been 
filled the closure parts 2 and 3 are folded as in 
Figures 1 and 2 and a gummed tape 25 is wrapped 
around and affixed to the shell and basket as 
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the shell at the bottom and the flap 2 will be 
held closed. 
To open the package the tape 25 is broken 

along the botton edges of the shell. This re 
leases the bottom of the basket from the shell 
and by pulling upwardly on the shell it will 
Withdraw from the basket until the Walls of the 
basket are released and swing outwardly. This 
OutWard SWinging action is due to the Weight of 
the contents of the shell, these contents settling 
dOWinWardly Within the shell. So as to fill the 
basket When it is opened and leave the material 
Where it can be easily displayed. It is intended 
to make the capacity of the basket when open 
equal to the capacity of the shell and basket 
When closed. 
Under Some conditions it is desirable to hold 

the basket fixedly in the shell so that it cannot 
be pushed upwardly and crush the contents of 
the basket. One means of doing this is to strike 
ears 26 inwardly from opposed walls of the shell 
So that they can lap opposed walls of the basket. 
Another Way is to provide a foldable liner 21 
to be seated in the basket and extend upwardly 
to the top of the shell, this liner being box-like 
and open at the top and bottom. The liner, 
when folded, can be used as a display card as 
ShOWn in Figure 14. - 

Obviously with either of the means stated, 
thrust of the basket upwardly toward the closed 
or top end of the shell is prevented and should 
the contents of the package be of an easily 
broken nature, the ears 26 or the liner would 
Serve to prevent them from becoming crushed. 
Should ears 26 be struck inwardly from the shell 
8S shown in Figures 1 to 3 inclusive, the tape 25 
Would close the openings left by the ears so that 
the package would remain properly sealed. 
When the liner 27, is used for display purposes, 

as in Figure 14, a portion of the liner is made 
With two of its walls shorter than the remaining 
Walls So that when the liner is folded, these short 
er Walls can beinserted downwardly into the bas 
ket as shown in Figure 14. 
What is claimed is: 
l. A package including a collapsible shell Open 

at one end, a closure at the other end Of the 
Shell, a basket having relatively movable walls, 
Connections between the walls at the corners Of 
the basket, said basket constituting a closure for 
the Open end of the shell and the walls Of the 
basket being held pressed inWardly toward each 
other by the walls of the shell, the walls of the 
basket being releasable for outward I11OVement 
relative to each other when the basket is re 
moved from the shell, and means Within the shell 
and engaging the basket for holding said basket 
against upward movement within the shell, said 
means including a tongue integral with and pro 
jecting in Wardly from the shell and positioned 
to overlie the top edge of the basket. 

2. A package including a collapsible shell Open 
at One end, a closure at the other end of the 
shell, a basket having relatively movable walls, 
Connections between the walls at the corners of 
the basket, said basket Constituting a closure for 
the open end of the shell and the walls of the 
basket being held pressed inWardly toward each 
other by the walls of the shell, the walls of the 
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shown at 25. Thus the basket will be joined to 75 

basket being releasable for outward 110Wement 
relative to each other when the basket is re 
moved from the shell, and means within the shell 
and engaging the basket for holding said basket 
against upward movement within the Shell, said 
means including a tongue integral with and pro 
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jecting inwardly from the shell and positioned 
to overlie the top edge of the basket, and a tape 
extending around the shell and in engagement 
with the bottom of the basket, said tape consti 
tuting a closure for an opening in the shell 
formed by the tongue. 

3. A package including a collapsible shell open 
at one end, a cloSure at the other end of the 
Shell, a basket having relatively movable, Walls, 
Connections between the was at the corners of 
the basket, said basket constituting a closure for 
the Open end of the shell and the Walls of the 
basket being held pressed inwardly toward each 
Other by the walls of the shell, the walls of the 
basket being releasable for OutWard movement 
relative to each other when the basket is removed 
from the shell, and means within the shell and 
engaging the basket for holding said basket 
against upWard movement Within the shell, said 
means including opposed tongues pressed in 
wardly from the walls of the shell and providing 
Openings in the walls, said tongues engaging the 
adjacent edges of the basket, and a fastening 
means extending around the shell and engaging 
the bottom of the basket, said means constituting 
a closure for the openings. 

4. A package including a collapsible shell open 
at One end, a cloSure at the other end of the 
Shell, a basket having relatively movable Walls, 
Connections between the walls at the corners of 
the basket, said basket constituting a closure for 
the Open end of the Shell and te walis of the 
basket being held pressed inwardly toward each 
other by the walls of the shell, the wails of the 
basket being releasable for Outward movement 
relative to each other when the basket is re 
moved from the shell, and means within the shell 
and engaging the basket for holding said basket 
against upward movement within the shell, said 
means including a liner seated in the basket and 
extending to the top end of the shell. 

5. A package including a foldable shell, closure 
flaps at One end thereof, the other end of the 
Shell being open, a basket constituting a closure 
for the open end of the shell, said basket in 
cluding walls mounted to Swing outwardly rela 
tive to each other when the basket is Withdrawn 
from the shell, means for connecting the Walls 
of the basket at the COrners when the basket is 
extended or contracted, and a fastening strip ex 
tending around the shell and joined thereto and 
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3. 
to the bottom of the basket for holding the shell 
and basket aSSembled, said strip being also ex 
tended across and constituting securing means 
for the closure flaps. 

6. A package for holding loose bulk material 
including a basket having walls mounted for rela 
tive SWinging movement to spread the basket and 
increase its capacity, means for closing the cor 
ners of the basket, said means constituting con 
nections betWeen the ends of the walls, Said con 
nections providing means for liniting the rela 
tive Swinging movement of the basket Walls, a 
shell Surrounding the basket and closed thereby 
at the bottom, said shell constituting means for 
holding the walls of the basket against spread 
ing novement, Said shell having a filling opening 
at the top, and a closure for the opening, said 
shell, when removed from the basket, consti 
tuting means for releasing the Walls of the bas 
ket for spreading movement under the Weight of 
the contents of the basket and shell, the capacity 
Of the expanded basket being not less than the 
maximum capacity of the assembled shell and 
basket, and means within the shell and engaging 
the basket for holding the basket against move 
ment towards the top of the shell away from the 
botton thereof. 

7. A package for holding loose bulk material 
including a basket having Walls mounted for 
relative SWinging movement to spread the basket 
and increase its capacity, means for closing the 
corners of the basket, said means constituting 
Connections between the ends of the walls, said 
connections providing means for limiting the rel 
ative Swinging movement of the basket walls, a 
Shell Surrounding the basket and closed thereby 
at the botton, Said shell constituting means for 
hoiding the walls of the basket against spread 
ing movement, said shell having a filling opening 
at the top, and a closure for the opening, said 
Shell, when removed from the basket, consti 
tuting means for releasing the Wails of the basket 
for Spreading movement under the weight of the 
contents of the basket and shell, the capacity of 
the expanded basket being not less than the max 
imum CapaCity of the assembled shell and basket, 
and means extended around the shell and basket 
and Secured to the top and bottom of the package 
for holding the shell and basket against separa 
tion. 

WILLTAM. T. BOUCHELLE. 


