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Acquire a Digital Image [702)

Extracting a Sub-Window from Said Image
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Apply Two or More Shortened Face Detection

Ciassifier Cascades, Trained to be Selectively

Sensitive to a Characteristic of a Face Region
[706]
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Determine a Probability that a Face With a
Certain Form of the Characteristic is Present
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Cascade Trained for Sensitivity to the Form of
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Provide A Final Determination Whether A
Face Exists Within The tmage Sub-Window
[712)
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Correct a Condition of the Face Within the
Image and/or Within a Different image in a
Series of Images based on the Detected
Characteristic [714]

Figure 9A

image including a face that appears to be illuminated unevenly. One or more uneven illu-
mination classifier programs are applied to the face data to determine the presence of the
face within the digital image and/or the uneven illumination condition of the face. The un-
i even illumination condition may be corrected to thereby generate a corrected face image
appearing to have more uniform illumination, for example, to enhance face recognition.
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connection with "detection" since claim 1 does not clearly recite a step
of detection. :

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
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examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority. is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds.into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),

should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome,
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1,2,4-10,18

Method for correcting non-uniform face illumination;
acquisition device provided with said functionality (claim
18)

2. claims: 11-17

Method for face region detection based on a cascade of
classifiers
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