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UNITED STATES 
1,520,896 

PATENT OFFICE. 
CHARLES W. WADSWORTH, OF MERRICK, NEW YORK, AssIGNOR. To T. F.R.E.D. MooRE, 

OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

DISPLAY DEVICE, 

Application filed May 13, 1922. Serial No. 560,521. 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs W. WADs 

worTH, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at Merrick, in the county of Nassau 
and State of New York, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Dis 
play Devices, fully described and represented 
in the following specification and the accom 
panying drawings, forming a part of the 
Sale. 
This invention relates to display devices, 

and aims to provide a simple easily adjust 
able foldable device for holding flat a flex 
ible poster or a portion or panel thereof. 
An object of the invention is to provide 

a device of this character which may quickly 
and easily be placed in display position with 
out danger of tearing the poster, and readily 
folded for transportation. 
A further object of the invention is to ar 

range the parts of the device so as to elimi 
nate danger of accidental displacement of 
them after the device has been placed in dis 
play position. 
A device constructed in accordance with 

the invention comprises a foldable stretching 
member having its ends pivoted to edge 
strips secured along opposite edges of a 
flexible poster or of a part or panel of such 
a poster. The foldable stretching member 
consists of two or more normally straight 
pieces, or sections pivotally, connected to 
gether, one at least of which is flexible and 
resilient, so as to make the stretching mem 
ber as a whole flexible and resilient. The 
total length of the stretching member be 
tween its end pivots when extended is 
slightly greater than the straight line dis 
tance between the pivots when the poster is 
stretched flat so that the stretching member 
is bowed outwardly from the poster when 
extended. The tendency of the stretching 
member to reassume a straight position 
causes an outward thrust on the edge piece 
sufficient to stretch the poster, or the portion 
of the poster between them, flat, without danger of tearing it. . 
The pivotal connections at the ends of the 

stretching member retain these ends in pro 
per relation to the edge pieces while the 
stretching member is being placed in ex 
tended position so that this operation may 
be effected quickly without danger of one of 
the ends slipping and piercing the poster. 
A further feature of the invention con 

sists in extending one or both of the con 
nected ends of the pieces of the stretching 
member beyond the pivot so as to overlap 
the adjacent piece when the member is ex 
tended. The overlapping ends of the pieces 60 
add to the strength of the stretching mem 
ber and may serve also to prevent acciden 
tal displacement of the member when in ex 
tended position. 

In order that the invention may clearly be 65 
understood, I will describe in detail the em 
bodiments of it which are illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings. 

Figs. 1.2 and 3 show the application of 
the invention to a poster having three panels 70 
and vertical edge strips. Fig. 1 is a plan 
view of the device in display position; Fig. 
2 is a perspective rear view of the device 
in display position, showing in dotted lines 
the position of the parts when the device is 75 
partly folded; and Fig. 3 is a perspective 
view of the device in loosely folded postion. 

Figs. 4 and 5 illustrate the application of 
the invention to a one panel poster having 
horizontal top and bottom edge strips. Fig. 80 
4 is a rear perspective view of the device in 
display position; and Fig. 5 is a perspective 
view of the device in loosely folded posi 
tion. : - 
The embodiment of the invention illus- 85 

trated in Figs. 1, 2 and 3 will first be de 
scribed. The device includes a flexible poster 
may be of any suitable material, such as 
paper or fabric. On the front side of the 
poster, that is, the side opposite to that 90 
shown in Fig. 2, display matter is printed 
or otherwise displayed. To the back of the 
poster along the edges of its portions or 
panels 10, 10,10 are secured a plurality of 
pairs of Ele spaced edge strips 11 and 95 
12. In the particular device illustrated in 
the drawings, these strips are of wood. They 
nay, however, be made of other materia. 
So far as the operation of the device is con 
cerned, they are rigid. . .00 

Pig with each pair of edge strips 
11 and 12 and each panel 10 of the poster, is 
a stretching member 13. In the form illus 
trated each stretching member 13 consists 
of two overlapping and pivotally connected 105 
pieces or sections 14 and 15. The outer ends 
of the pieces 14 and 15 are connected to the 
edge strips 11 and 12 respectively by par 
allel pivots 16 and 17 perpendicular to the 
edge strips. The pivot 18 connecting the 10 
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pieces 14 and 15 are not bowed. The over. 
apping ends 19 and 20 of the pieces 14 and 
15 are most desirably extended substan 
tially beyond the pivot 18. 

Both pieces 14 and 15 of each stretehing 
member 13 in the device shown are normally 
straight, flexible and resilient. They may 
conveniently be formed of strips of Wood. 
They are of the same length between their 
pivot points so that the edge strips 11 and 
12 of each panel 10 may be brought evenly 
together by folding their stretching mem 
ber 13 as illustrated in Fig. 3. 
The total length of each stretching mem 

ber 13 between its end pivots, when ex 
tended, is greater than the straight line dis 
tance between the pivots when the poster is . 
stretched flat, so that each stretching mein 
ber, when extended, is bowed outwardly fron 
the poster, as best seen in Fig. 1. 
Asliable clip 21 may be placed around 

the underlapping strip 14 of each stretching 
member 13 for a purpose hereinafter ex 
plained. 
The use of the device described is as foll 

lows:- 
When the device is to be transported the 

corresponding edge strips are brought to 
gether by folding the stretching members to 
lie against the edge strips as illustrated in 
Fig. 3, and the three panels of the poster are 
folded or rolled about the edge strips and 
stretching members. 
When the device is to be placed in display 

position, each panel is partially opened up 
by separating its edge strips, bringing the 
two pieces of its stretching member into the 
position shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2. 
Each panel is then stretched flat. by press 
ing down the middle portion of its jointed 
stretching member. This brings the stretch 
ing members into extended position as shown 
in Figs. 1 and 2, in which position they are 
each bowed outwardly from the poster. The 
pivots serve to guide the stretching mem 
bers when they are pressed from the posi 
tions shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2 to ex 
tended position, and thus make this opera 
tion quick and easy; and the permanent 
pivoting of both ends of each stretching 

60 

member to two edge strips with which it co 
acts eliminates the possibility of the piercing 
of the poster by one of the ends of the 
stretching member in setting up the poster. 
After each panel 10 of the poster has 

been stretched flat, the poster may be made 
to standerect by swinging the two end panels 
forward out of the plane of the middle panel as illustrated in Fig. 2. The adjacent edge 
strips of adjoining panels of the poster are 
hinged together, the hinge being formed in 
the construction shown by the narrow por 
tions of the poster between them. 
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When each stretching member 13 has been 
placed in extended and bowed position, the 
underlapping end 19 of its piece 14 presses 
against its outer piece i5 and frictionally 
resists relative turning of the pieces 14 and 
15 about the pivot 18 and thus tends to pre 
vent accidental displacement of the stretch 
ing member. Such displacement may, how 
ever, be positively prevented by sliding the 
clip 21 along the inner or underlapping piece 
14 and over the end of the overlapping end 
20 of the outer piece 15. The tension of the 
end 20 then holds the clip 21 in position, and the clip positively prevents any angular dis 
placement of the pieces 14 and 15. The ex 
tended overlapping ends 19 and 20 add to 
the strength of the stretching member while 
the clip 21 relieves the strain on the pivot 18. 
The device shown in Figs. 4 and 5 is in 

general similar to one of the panels 10 of the 
poster shown in Figs. 1 to 3, and the parts 
cooperating therewith. In Figs. 4 and 5, 
however, the edge strips 111 and 112 are 
horizontal and two jointed stretching mem 
bers 113 are provided; and the device is also 
provided with props 125 which serve to hold 
the poster upright when it is stretched flat 
by the stretching members. The props are 
pivotally connected at their upper ends to 
the upper edge strip by the pivots which con 
nect the upper ends of the stretching mem 
bers to the edge strip, so that the props when 
the device is folded may extend parallel to 
the edge strip, and when the device is set 
up in display position will extend away 
from the poster in a direction tangential to 
the upper ends of the bowed stretching 
members. 

Devices embodying the invention may be 
used for the display of pictures, photo 
graphs and printed matter of all kinds, all 
of which are intended to be included in the 
term “poster' in the claims following. 

It is to be understood that the invention is 
not limited to the specific embodiments which 
have been described, and that certain fea 
tures of the invention which are combined 
in the embodiments illustrated may under 
some conditions be advantageously used 
separately. 
What is claimed is: 
1. The combination with a flexible poster, 

of spaced edge strips, and a stretching 
member consisting of a plurality of pieces 
which are permanently connected together 
and permanently connected to said edge 
strips by pivots approximately perpendicu 
lar to the edge strips, the stretching member 
being flexible in the plane of the pivots, 
resilient, normally straight, and bowed out 
wardly from the poster so that it exerts a 
hy on the edge strips in the direction of 
its ength. 

2. The combination with a flexible poster, 
of a folding stretching member adapted to 
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exert an outward thrust at spaced points of tended and bowed outwardly from the 10 
the poster and greater in length when ex- poster. 
tended than the distance between said points, In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
said stretching member being formed of a my hand in the presence of two subscrib 
normally straight flexible and resilient outer ing witnesses. 
piece and an inner piece pivoted to said CHARLES W. WADSWORTH. 
outer piece and having an extension beyond Witnesses: 
the pivot which is pressed against the outer A. JARECKY, 
piece when the stretching member is ex- A. L. KENT, 


