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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

This invention relates to improvements in gar 
ment hangers, particularly hangers intended for 
use With evening gowns and other appare in 
which the upper portion is relatively light and 
Weak and Susceptible of being easily distorted or 
Stretched Out of shape. 
One of the objects of the invention is the pro 

Vision of a garment hanger by the use of which 
the upper portions of the garment are relieved of 
the load of the skirt portion, and hence are not 
Subjected to distorting strains. 
Another object of the invention is the provision 

of a hanger Which is adapted to Support the gar 
ment in a loosely folded condition, thereby greatly 
shortening the Space required for its storage, 
facilitating the packing of garments in Wardrobe 
trunks and the like, in the delivery trucks of dry 
cleaning establishments, etc. 
Other objects and features of novelty Will ap 

pear as I proceed With the description of that ena 
bodiment of the invention which, for the pur 
poses of the present application, I have illustrated 
in the accompanying drawing, in which 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a garment 
hanger embodying the invention, an evening gown 
being indicated in Outline to illustrate the first 
Step in the procedure of Supporting a gown upon 
my hanger. 

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the hanger 
Only. 

Fig. 3 is a Side elevational view of the hanger 
With the adjusting slide hooked up to the upper 
element of the hanger. 

Fig. 4 is a Similar VieW With the lower element 
Of the hanger hooked up to the upper element, 
and 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a hanger in one 
Of its operative positions, with a dress supported 
thereon. 

In the drawing the upper element of the hanger 
is shown at 0, provided with the usual supporting 
hook . Midway of the ends of the element 0 
I secure to that element the upper extremity of 
a flexible connection 2, which preferably consists 
of a cloth strap or tape. If desired the upper 
end of this tape may have front and back pieces 
3 and 4 both of Which are fastened to element 
O by any Suitable means. 
The lower element 5 of the hanger consists 

of a transversely elongated loop formed prefer 
ably of wire, providing a straight garment Sup 
porting bar 6. An elongated ring 7 is SWiveled 
onto the upper part of the element 5 and carries 
an eye 8 on the side opposite the ring proper. 
The tape 2 extends downWardly, through the 

ring 7 and upwardly again, forming a loop 9. 
On its extremity the tape has secured thereto an 
adjusting slide 20, by means of which the length 
of loop 9 may be varied and its end held in ad 
justed position. This slide 20 also carries an eye 
2 similar to the eye 8. A Small hook 22 ex 
tends forwardly from the center of the upper ele 
ment to of the hanger, and upon this hook either 
one of the eyes 8 and 2 may be Supported. 
To place an evening gown or other garment 

upon the hanger the shoulder straps 23 and 24 
of the garment are placed over the upper element 
it, with the garment behind the flexible connec 
tion tape 2, as indicated in Fig. 1. The skirt 
portion of the garment is then caused to extend 
in a forward direction through the loop of the 
lower element 5, so that the skirt hangs in front 
of the bar 6. Now, if the user desires to get 
the garment into a small compass, as shown in 
Fig. 5, he or She grasps the eye 8 with one hand 
and lifts the lower element thereby up to the 
position of Fig. 4 and hooks the eye over the 
hook 22. The greater part of the weight of the 
garment is then carried by the bar 6, which is 
directly supported from the upper element 9, 
so that the shoulder straps 23 and 24 of the gar 
ment are relieved of most of the load, and hence 
are not likely to be stretched and pulled out of 
shape as would be the case if the whole garment 
Were Supported in the usual manner upon the 
Ordinary coat hanger by means of the shoulder 
Straps. 

Instead of connecting the lower element to the 
upper element by the hook 22 and eye 8, I may 
merely place the loop 5 over the hook . . 

It will usually be advisable to have the bar 6 
of the OWer element positioned about two-thirds 
of the way down the length of the garment. This 
may be brought about regardless of the length 
of the garment by changing the adjustments of 
the slide 20. In some cases the user may not wish 
to Shorten the length of the Supported garment 
as much as in the arrangement of Fig. 5. If so, 
he merely hangs the eye 2 over the hook 22, as 
in Fig. 3, instead of the eye 8. However, in 
order to balance the portions of the skirt sup 
ported on bar 6 in Such a case it may be advis 
able to first lower the element f by means of the 
slide 20. 

Variations from the described structure may be 
employed. Accordingly I desire it to be under 
Stood that the scope of the invention is to be 
regarded as defined exclusively by the appended 
claims rather than by the foregoing description 
Or the accompanying illustration. 
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Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A garment hanger comprising an upper ele 

ment adapted to receive and Support the shoulder 
straps of a garment, a lower element having a 
transversely elongated loop through which the 
skirt portion of the garment may be caused to 
extend, and a flexible connection between said 
elements permitting the lower element to be 
raised with respect to the upper element for sup 
porting the skirt portion independently of the 
shoulder Straps. 

2. A garment hanger comprising an upper ele 
ment adapted to receive and support the shoulder 
Straps of a garment, a lower element having a 
transversely elongated loop through which the 
skirt portion of the garment may be caused to ex 
tend, and a flexible connection between said ele 
ments permitting the lower element to be raised 
With respect to the upper element, said upper and 
lower elements comprising means for removably 
supporting the lower element upon the upper ele 
ment, whereby the skirt portion of the garment 
is supported independently of the shoulder straps. 

2,122,617 
3. A garment hanger comprising an upper ele 

ment adapted to receive and Support the shoulder 
straps of a garment, a lower element having a 
transversely elongated loop through which the 
skirt portion of the garment may be caused to 
extend, and a flexible connection between said 
elements permitting the lower element to be 
raised With respect to the upper element, one of 
Said elements having a hook and the other having 
an eye adapted to cooperate for supporting the 
lower element upon the upper element, where 
by the skirt portion of the garment may be sup 
ported independently of the shoulder straps. 

4. A garment hanger comprising an upper ele 
ment adapted to receive and support the shoulder 
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straps. of a garment, a lower element having a 
transversely elongated loop through which the 
skirt portion of the garment may be caused to ex 
tend, a tape connecting said elements, said tape 
comprising a looped portion and an adjusting 
slide, said slide carrying means for hooking it onto 
the Said upper element. 

LOUSEMcD. MARSHALL. 
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