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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN C. BYXBE, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Pensa 
cola, in the county of Escambia and State of 
Florida, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Slat Holders and Ad 
justers, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to a new and useful 

improvement in slat holders and adjusters 
for the slats of blinds, both inside and out, 
and has for its object to provide a device of 
this description by means of which the slats 
of a blind may be held in any adjustment and 
when closed may be there locked against in 
terference from the outside. 
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With these ends in view my invention con 
sistS in the details of construction and combi 
nation of elements hereinafter set forth and 
then specifically designated by the claims. 

In order that those skilled in the art to 
which this invention appertains may under 
stand how to make and use the same, I will 
describe its construction and operation in de 
tail, referring to the accompanying drawings, 
forming a part of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective of a window, show 
ing the two blinds thereof fitted with my im 
provement; Fig. 2, an enlarged section of a 
portion of one blind, illustrating the mode of 
applying my improvement to the connecting 
rod of the slats; and Fig. 3, a detail section at 
the line ac of Fig. 2. 

In carrying out my invention I provide a 
small plate A, which is U shape in cross-sec 
tion and provided with sockets B by the over 
turning of its outer edges, as clearly shown in 
Fig. 3, and this plate is bolted to the lower end 
of the connecting-rod C by suitable boltsD, or 
it may be otherwise secured to said rod. A 
yoke-wire E is secured within the sockets of 
the plate A and extends downward and has 
its lower ends turned slightly inward at F in 
order that it may more readily work in con 
junction with the locking-spring, as herein 
after set forth. . 

A plate G is secured by suitable screws to 
the lower rail of the blind and has in turn 
bolted thereto the in turned end of the lock 
ing-spring H, the outer section of which is so 
bent as to form the hook I, which is adapted 

to engage the cross-section of the yoke-wire 
Eby said yoke embracing the outer section 
of the locking-spring, as clearly shown. 
The lower portion of the outer section of 

the locking-spring is curved, so that when 
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the cross-section of the yoke-wire passes into 
contact with the under side thereof this por 
tion of the locking-spring will bear against 
said section, thereby maintaining sufficient 
friction between the two surfaces to hold the 
slats of the blind in any position in which 
they may be adjusted. Thus it will be seen 
that to operate the slats of a blind when pro 
vided with my improvement it is only neces 
sary to force the outer portion of the locking 
spring outward sufficient to carry the hook 
out of contact with the cross-section of the 
yoke-wire, when the latter will be released 
and permitted to move downward and out 
ward in unison with the parallel movement 
of the connecting-rod C, and the slats when 
ever released will be held against accidental 
displacement by the lower portion of the lock 
ing-spring, as clearly shown in the right-hand 
portion of Fig. 1. When the yoke-wire is 
again brought into engagement with the hook 
I by the closing of the slats, as clearly shown 
in the left-hand portion of Fig. 1 and in Fig. 
2, said slats will be locked against interfer 
ence from the outside and cannot be again 
opened until the locking-spring has been 
swung outward, as before described. 
By the use of my improvement a great ad 

vantage is gained in that a series of slats may 
be so adjusted as to give plenty of Ventila 
tion without the liability of becoming dis 
placed, and when it is essential that the slats 
be closed this is also accomplished and in 
such manner that they cannot be opened from 
the outside, the advantage of which will be 
readily recognized. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new and useful is 
1. In combination, a U-shaped plate Se 

cured to the connecting-bar of a blind, sock 
ets formed with said plate by overturning the 
outer edges, a yoke-wire secured in the sock 
ets of the plate having its lower end bent in 
ward, a plate secured to the rail of a blind, a 
spring secured to the plate, said Spring being 
bent downward and then inward to form a 
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hook, the point of said hook being bent up 
ward said spring being lastly bent outward 
in a curve to form a handle, as and for the 
purpose described. - 

2. In combination, a yoke-wire attached to 
the connecting-rod of a blind, a spring se 
cured to the lower rail of said blind, said 
spring being bent downward and then inward 
to form a hook, the point of said hook being 
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turned up, the spring being then curved out- Io 
Ward, as and for the purpose described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af 
fixed my signature in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

JOHN C. BYXBE. 
Witnesses: 

S. S. WILLIAMSON, 
P. E. PETERSEN. 


