
N.PETERS, photo-LithoGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, D.C 

  



10 

15 

20 

25 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
W. B. JOHNS, OF UNITED STATES ARMY. 

KNAPSACK. 

Specification of Letters Patent No. 23,582, dated April 12, 1859. 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, W. B. JoHNs, of the 

U. S. Army, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Knapsacks; and I do 
hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description of the same, 
reference being had to the annexed drawing. 
forming part of this specification, in the 
several figures of which similar characters of 
reference denote the same part. 
Figure 1 is a view of the knapsack spread 

out. Fig. 2 is a view showing four knap 
sacks converted into a shelter. Fig. 3 is a 
view showing knapsack folded and manner 
of carrying Sanhe. 
The nature of my invention consists in 

providing a knapsack which is adapted to 
use as a shelter for the soldier. 
The knapsack consists of a sheet of water 

proof material A with straps a and b, and 
having a double row of button holes (, on 
its edges. This enables four or more of the 
knapsacks by being connected as shown in 
Fig. 2 to form a shelter. The precise man 
ner of connecting the sheets is shown in 
the drawing; any other that will serve the 
purpose being suitable. 

In carrying the knapsack, the kit is in 

closed in the sheet A which is rolled up as 
shown in Fig. 3, and the blanket B secured 
upon it as seen in the same figure. The 
knapsack is slung to a yoke piece C at its 
middle. At the ends of the yoke are straps 
if f' and g g’. The former buckle over the 
breast of the wearer and the hooks at the 
ends of the latter catch the buckles i. 

This improvement is designed principally 
for Scouting parties, where shelter is imprac 
ticable. 

do not claim the mei'e connecting of 
sheets together; nor, of themselves the de 
vices used, but I claim as new 
The construction of knapsacks so as to be 

entirely separated from their slings, and 
with the means of uniting several together 
and stretching them as described; so that 
the knapsack will perform the double func 
tion of sheltering the soldier and holding 
his kit; substantially as specified. 

In testimony whereof. I have hereunto 
signed my name before two subscribing wit 
IeSSGS, 

WM. B. JOHNS. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. PATTEN, 
JOHN S. HoLLINGSHEAD. 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 


