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The invention relates to apparel belts.
The object is to provide improved means for
giving a limited resilience or elasticity to
the belt, said means being preferably invisi-
ble when in operative position. .

Referring to the drawing, which illustrates
merely by way of example, a suitable em-
bodiment of the invention.

Fig. 1 is a view in perspective with the
belt in open or unbuckled position.

Fig. 2 is a similar view with the belt in
the closed or buckled position.

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary elevation on a re-
duced. scale, showing the belt as it will ap-
pear when under normal tension, that is un-
stretched or very slightly stretched.

Fig. 4 is a similar view when the belt is
stretched under greater tension. -

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary top or plan view.

Similar numerals refer to similar parts
throughout the several views.

The flexible strap or band 7 may be of
leather, or fabric, or of any suitable flexible
material. This band is provided at its free
end 8, in the example shown, with a number
of holes 9 for adjustable engagement with
the tongue 10 of buckle member 11. It wiil
be understood however that any form : of
buckle may be used. The other end of the
band 7 extends to and includes the loop 12
for retaining the free end 8 of band 7. The
other loop 13 is secured to a short piece 14
which is folded about the rear cross bar 15
of the buckle. Between the folded piece 14
and the end of band 7, which carries the
loop 12, is secured the elastic or resilient sec-
tion or element 16, which forms a continua-
tion of the band 7 and is preferably made
of corresponding cross-section to that of
band 7. ‘This element 16 is shown as secured
at one end to the band 7, and at the other
end to the folded piece 14 by stitching or by
any suitable means. In the example shown,
where rubber is used, the elastic rubber sec-
tion or element 16 is vulcanized to said fold-
ed piece 14 and to said band 7, thus forming
a continuation or extension of band 7 to the
folded piece 14. This extension or element

16 is preferably made to correspond in width
and color with that of the band 7.

In operation:

When the belt is adjusted for comfortable

wear under normal conditions, the elastic 5

element 16 is under normal or slight tension,
but under abnormal conditions, such as occur
when the wearer stoops or bends, the belt is
capable of yielding due to the elasticity of
the element 16. ’

This abnormal stretching is not apparent
to the observer beyond the relative appear-
ance of the two retaining loops, which in Fig.
4 are further apart than in Fig. 8. That is
to say, the loop 12 moves with the band 7 in
direction opposite to that of the end 8, as the
elastic section stretches and contracts.

60

T thus have a belt capable of yielding under _ -

tension, which in appearance is similar to an
ordinary belt, the elastic part being covered
by the free end 8. The elastic element. gives
the belt the characteristic of a snug’and com-
fortable fit under all conditions.

What I claim is:— _ '

1. In an apparel belt, the combination of a
buckle, a flexible band, an elastic section se-
cured between one end of the said band and
the buckle, and a retaining loop for receiving
the free end of the belt, secured to the said
band adjacent its point of connection with the
elastic section, and moving with the band and
in direction opposite to that of said free end,
as the elastic section stretches and contracts.

2. In an apparel belt, the combination of a
buckle, a flexible band, an elastic section se-
cured between one end of the said band and
the buckle, a retaining loop for receiving the
free end of the belt positioned adjacent the
buckle, and a second retaining loop for re-
ceiving said free end of the belt, secured to the
said band adjacent its point. of connection
with the elastic section, and moving with the
band and in'direction opposite to that of said
free end, as the elastic section stretches and
contracts. Co '
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