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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD ALLRED, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Indian-
apolis, in the county of Marion and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Sheet-Metal Packages,
of which the following is a specification.

In shipping tin-plate and other plates of
sheet metal it is customary to pack them in
wooden boxes. By reason of the weight of
the contents such packages become broken

~and necessitate reboxing frequently when be-

ing handled, which adds labor and expense
to the eost of shipping and may result in in-
jury to a portion of the contents.

The object of my said invention is to pro-
vide a package of tin-plate or other sheet-
metal plates which shall be so secure that
the above-named disadvantages will be over-
come, while ab the sametime it will be inex-
pensive and of such a nature that it can be
conveniently and quickly put up and secured,

thus lessening the cost and increasing the

value of the package, all as will be hereinafter
more particularly described and elaimed.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which are made a part hereof, and on which
similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts, Figure 1is a perspective view of the
case or wrapper of said package; Fig. 2, a
longitudinal section through the package
when complete and secured; Fig. 3, a similar
view in cross-section; and Fig. 4, a detail
perspective view of one corner of the case or
wrapper, showing a modified construction.
In said drawings the portions marked A
represent the contents of the package, and B
the case or wrapper thereof. The contents
A consist of plates of tin or other sheet-metal
plates which it is desired to ship. The case
or wrapper B consists of a sheet of metal—
such as sheet-iron or similar metal—and may
be of an inferior quality or damaged or im-
perfect, such as would ordinarily be thrown
into the serap-pile, having its corners eut and
its edges turned up to form a box or body
adapted to receive the number of plates which
it is desired a package shall contain. The

upper edges b of the sides and front end of

the box thus formed are preferably turned
over inwardly, as shown in Fig. 1, forming
ways or grooves underneath, while the upper
edge D’ of the rear end of the box is turned
outward at a point a short distance below the
upper edges of the sides, leaving a free open-
ing to the ways formed by the overturned
edges b. Said case ig provided with a top
B, the side edges and front end of which are
turned up to form flanges &% and its rear edge
is turned downward and under, forming a
flange b5

The package is put up as follows: The
plates to the desired number are placed in
the casing or box, which is bent into the form
shown in Fig. 1, either before or after said
plates are placed thereon—preferably before.
The side flanges b? of the top B’ are slid into
the ways under the top edges b of the sides
of said box, and the front flange 0? is inter-

said box, while the flange b° on the rear end
of the top is interlocked with the outwardly-
turned flange b’ on the rear end of the box.
Said top resting immediately upon the plates,
the packer simply turns and pounds down
the edges of the several sides by means of a
mallet, forming a double seam all around, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 8. This work can be
done very rapidly, and when completed a very
secure and durable package is formed at but
slight cost either of time or material.

In Fig. 4 T have shown the corner as made
by lapping the two parts composing the sides
and ends and riveting them together. This
corner will of course be more secure, and can
be used, if preferred, although for all ordi-
nary purposes no rivets will be needed.

Having thus fully deseribed mysaid inven-
tion,whatI claim as new, and desire to secare
by Letters Patent, is-—

A wrapper or casing for a package of sheet-
metal plates, consisting of the body B, formed
of sheet metal, its sides and front end bent
up with their edges bent in and down, and
its rear end bent up with its edge bent out
and down at that point just below the en-
trance to the ways formed by the inturned
edges of the sides, leaving the entrance to

-locked with the flange b of the front end of-
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said ways open, as shown, and a top B, hav- | hand and seal, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this
ing upturned flanges on its sides and forward | 1st day of Tebruary, A. D. 1892.

end and a downwardly-turned flange on its ot .

-rear end,adapted to engage with thebedges of EDWARD ALLRED. (L. 8]
g said top and be interlocked therewith, sub- Witnesses:

stantially as set forth. E. W. BRADFORD,

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my | J. A. WALSH.




