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To all whom it may concern,:

Be it known that I, Harry Rust, a citizen
of the United States, residing at North Jud-
son, in the county of Starke and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Dancing Toys, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention has reference to dancing
toys and has for one of its principal objects
the provision of a device whereby a figure is
suspended over movable elements and is put
through a series of dancing steps by the vi-
bration of such elements,

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of this character wherein the
vibrating means are electrically operated,
and in which the toy figure is so mounted as
to be movable into or out of engagement with
said vibrating means at the will of the
operator.

In addition to the above and other objects
which will be apparent as the device is more
fully described, this invention consists in
the details’of construction, arrangement and
proportion.of parts as will be hereinafter
more fully referred to in the specification,
pointed out:in the claims, and illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a view of the invention in side
elevation, and

Fig. 2 is a top plan view thereof.

The several principal working parts of
the device are positioned upon a supporting
base piece 1 of any suitable dimensions hav-
ing thereon a vertically extending brace 2
provided with bent ends 8 and 4 ro-
spectively, Suitable fastening ‘means 5 are
passed through the larger and lowermost
end 3 of the brace 2 for the purpose of fas-
tening the latter to the base 1. The upper
end 4 provides a bearing for a transversely
extending member 6 which is_positioned
longitudinal of the base 1 and is spaced a
suitable distance therefrom as shown.

This member 6 is to be of spring steel or
other residient metal suitable for the pur-
pose and should be supported upon the brace
2 in such manner as to permit the free move-
ment of its ends 7 and 8 for the purpose
hereinafter set forth. . :

An angularly extending arm or contact
strip 9 is carried upon the upper face of ‘the
resilient member 6, with its end 10 in juxta-
position to the end 4 of the brace 2 and con-
nected therewith by means of fastening ele-
ments 11. The strip 9 projects upwardly

"A second binding

-ranged upon the base

from its point of connection 11 and has its
free end 12 which is provided with a contact
piece 13 bent slightly to extend substantially
parallel to the member 6,

A second vertical brace member 14 is also
secured: to the base 1 at a suitable distance
from the brace 2 and is provided at its up-
permost end 15 with an adjustable screw 16,
the latter being held in engagement there-
with by means of suitable tightening nuts 17
as ilustrated. A suitable binding post 18 is
arranged upon the lower end of the bracket
14 and has connected thereto a wire 19
leading from an electrical magnet 20 car-
ried at one end of the base 1 and disposed
beneath the end 7 of the resilient member 6.
post 21 is also provided
upon the brace 2 and is placed in electrical
connection with a battery 22,.the latter be-
ing directly connected to the magnet 20 by
wire 23. A switch 24 is adapted to be suif-
ably disposed above the base 1 for opening
and closing the electrical circuit,

A vertically. extending socket 25 is ar-
piece 1 and is adapted
to support a rod 26 laterally of the resilient
member 6, with an angularly bent portion
26° disposed to over-hang the end 8 of the
resilient member. Loosely connected to the
hooked end 27 of the angular portion 26= is
a link 28 supporting a figure 29 of any suit-
able amusing design. As will he noted, this
figure is to be composed of freely movable
parts so as to be capable of going through a
series of dancing operations when acted
upon by the member 6. Normally the figure
29 would be at rest with the shoe tips 30
barely touching the platform 31 upon which
the figure dances when in motion,

To operate the Invention, the switch 24
1s operated to close the electrical circuit
which, as will be noted, may be traced from
one side of the battery direct to the post 21,
through the bracket 2 and its connection
point 11 to the strip 9 which is normally in
engagement with the screw 16, The circuit
is continued from the strip 9 through the
screw 16 and into the bracket 14 from
whence it makes its exit through the post 18
to the magnet 20 and from there back again
to the battery. It will therefore be seen
that upon closing the switch 24 a circuit will
be established and the magnet 20 energized.
The latter, being thus energized attracts the
end 7 of the member 6, causing the end 8
to move upwardly against the figure 29,
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The end 7 in its movement toward the mag-
nef tends to withdraw the strip 9 from con-
tact with the screw 16, upon which event the
circnit will be broken and the attracting
power of the magnet terminated so that the
end 7 is released thereby and permitted to
veturn to its original position. The strip 9
will again contact with the screw 16 thereby
completing the electrical circuit again and
energizing the magnet so that the part will
once more be caused to operate. As this
make-and-break connection between the strip
9 and the screw 16 is of frequent and con-
tinuous occurrence, it will be thus seen that
the member 6 is reciprocated in such manner
that the member 8 is caused to vibrate very
rapidly, such vibration tending to cause the
figure 29 to be operated upon the plat-

form 31.

Having thus described my invention what

1,280,307

T claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:—

A dancing toy including a base piece and
a vibrating platform mounted thereon, a
contact strip connected to said platform,
figure means suspended above one end of
said platform, a vertical brace member se-
cured to said base piece and having its up-
permost end provided with an adjustable
serew, sald screw adapted to engage the
said contact strip so as to limit the vibrating
movement of the said platform, thus con-
trolling the dancing of the said figure means,
and means to vibrate said platform.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

HARRY RUST.
Witnesses:
Joun S. LigHTCAP,
Perry H. McCormacK.
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