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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, SEBASTIAN HAFFTER, 

of Highland, in the county of Madison and 
State of Illinois, have invented a new and 
Improved Cistern-Cover, of which the follow 
ing is a specification: 

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1. 
represents a top view; and Fig. 2, a vertical 
central section on the line c 0, Fig. 1, of my 
improved cistern or well cover; and Figs. 3 
and 4, respectively, show supporting stand 
ards and casing for the pump-stock or pump 
chain tube. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

for cisterns and wells a strong and substan 
tial cover or platform, that admits regular ac 
cess to the well for cleaning and repairing, 
protects the Water therein against the enter 
ing of impurities, and supports the pump 
stock or chain-tube in readily detachable man 
ner without requiring the removing of the 
COWe. 

The invention consists of a flanged cast 
iron well - cover, provided with supporting 
standards or casing for the pump-stock or 
pump-chain tube, a hinged lid, and filtering 
basket below the lid. 
In the drawing, A represents the cistern or 

well cover, made of suitable size to close the 
top of the cistern, with a circumferential 
flange extending beyond the brick wall of the 
cistern, for protecting the same against the 
entrance of moisture back of the same. A 
cylindrical part, B, extends in downward di 
rection from the under side of the cover and 
fits into the top part of the cistern, semicir 
cular recesses at at the lower part of the same 
admitting the water-conveying pipes to enter 
the inside of the cistern. An oblong recess, 
b, of the cover serves to pass the pump-stock 
or pump-chain tube C through the same, which 
is rigidly held in position by side standards 
or a casing, D, secured to projecting lugs d 

of the cover, and attached by screw-bolts e 
to the pump-stock. A large recess, f, of the 
cover, in front of the pump-stock, is covered 
by a lid, E, which is hinged to the side stand 
ards or casing D, to swing up to give conven 
ient access to the interior of the cistern. The 
lid E is shaped in the form of a spout, and 
rimmed at the side for conveying off the sur 
plus Water, a bottom rim, f, closing tightly 
the recessf. - 
A filtering - basket, F, filled with gravel, 

charcoal, or other suitable material, is hung in 
suitable manner below the lid E, so that the 
water entering from the supply sides of the 
cistern is passed through the filter, the mate 
rial of which may be readily replaced without 
difficulty whenever it is required. The cylin 
drical portion of the cover gives strength to 
the top part of the cistern, and the closed lid 
keeps out all impurities, prevents the falling 
in of rats or other substances, and avoids any 
danger of accidents to children by keeping it 
locked in suitable manner to the platform 
part. The cover admits ready access to the 
cistern for repairs, and allows the taking out 
of the pump stock or casing without remov 
ing the well-cover. 
Having thus described my invention, Iclaim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 

1. A cover for wells or cisterns, fitting by 
cylindrical and flanged part on the top of the 
cistern, and having recess for pump-stock and 
entrance-opening covered by hinged lid, sub 
stantially in the manner and for the purpose 
set forth. 

2. The combination of the cistern cover or 
platform, having oblong recess and fastening 
lug, with the pump-stock or pump-chain tube, 
and the supporting standards or casing at 
tached thereto, substantially as set forth. 

SEBASTIAN HAFFTER, 
Witnesses: h 

JosepH TUTZELER, aka 
JOS. HARNISCH. 


