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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

THOMAS BRACHER, OF RA'H,VS"AY,_ NEW JERSEY.

IMPROVEMENT IN SECTIONAL COFFER-DAMS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 95,976, dated October 19, 18C9.

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, THoMAS BRACHER, of
Rahway, in the county of Union and State of
New Jersey, have invented a new and useful

Improvement in Coffer-Dams; and I do here-
" by declare the following to be-a full, clear, and

exact description of the construcblon and op-
eration of the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, in which— .

.Figure 1 is a view of one of the sections of
which the dam is composed, and Fig. 2 a top
view illustrating the manper in which thesec-
tions are united with each other.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts in the several drawings.

My invention consists inthe employment
and use of a seriesof curved metal plates, riv-
eted together, and so arranged in sectionsthat
they may be interlocked together in any de-
sired position, as will be ful]y set- forth here-
inafter. _

" To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will describe the con-
struetion and operation of the same.

The sections of which the coffer-dam isbuilt

are constructed of metal plates A, bent tothe
proper curvature and riveted- together, and
suitable braces, B, are arranged at intervals,
to strengthen and enable the shape of the
plates to be prescrved. The bars B are bent
at one end to form catches C, which embrace

the blocks or bars a, riveted on the edge’of

| the oppomte sectlons, w hen several sections are
joined together. -Each section is therefore -
provided with a series of catches, C, at one
end, and a projection oxbar, a, secured to.the
other. In using these sections to form-a dam
they are placed one at a time in position in the
stream, each section being lowered separately
into place, and piles are then driven downin
froat of the bars B, to which ropes arc tied
and secured to anchors placed at a distance in
the stream, in order to keep the sectionsinan
upright posxtlon against the pressure of the
water on the outer convex sides of thesections.
The joints are calked by driving wedges be-
tween the catches and the ends of the sections,
to press them together, or any other mode may
be employed to effect the same ohject. When
the dam is completed, the 1nulosed water is re-
moved by pumping.

Having thus fully descx ibed my invention,
I claim—-

A sectional coffer-dam constructed of a se-
ries of curved sections formed of metal plates
A, riveted together and to cross-bars B, and
prov1ded with interlocking devices, Whereby/
a series of sections can be interlocked to-
gether, sabstantially as descrlbed and specl~
fied. :

THOS. BR-AOHER.-
 Witnesses: :

C. A. DURGIl\

- EDpWARD E. OSBORN.




