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1 Claim. (CL 312—301)

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A variable capacity food compartment slidably sup-
ported to the underside of a slidable shelf. The com-
partment is formed with opposed side walls, a rear wall,
an open front closed by a hinged door, a slidable tray as
a bottom wall and the shelf as the top wall, The tray is
vertically adjustable to different levels to increase or
decrease the volume of the compartment.
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This invention relates to refrigerator cabinets, and
more particularly to a new and improved variable capacity
food compartment for use therein.

In the past many types. of removable crispers, drawers,
compartments and the like, have been provided with a
fixed volume for storage of food. It is an object of the
present invention to form this type of storage which can
be increased or decreased at will to provide more volume
or less for the storage of food, such as meat, fruit or
vegetables.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
new and improved stidable and adjustable food storage
compartment supported upon a shelf member and having
a tray serving as the bottom portion of the compartment
and being capable of being raised or lowered to increase
or decrease the food capacity of the compartment,

Another object of the invention is to provide a new and
improved slidable and adjustable storage compartment
that has its cover formed by a portion of the shelf mem-
ber supporting same.

A still further object of the invention is to provide
a new and improved slidlable and adjustable storage
compartment having a frontal opening closed by a hinged
door member thereon that can be lowered to enclose the
front opening of the compartment to form a closure
therefor. '

The above and other objects of the invention will appear
more fully from the following more detailed description,
and from the drawing, wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of a refrigerator
having the lower door thereof partly broken away to
show the adjustable compartment installed therein.

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of a refrigerator shelf
member showing the solid top portion of the compart-
ment and the compartment per se in withdrawn open
position below said shelf member.

FIGURE 3 is a vertical section of the device taken
from FIGURE 1 and enlarged.

FIGURE 4 is a section taken substantially along line
4—4 of FIGURE 3.

Referring to the drawing, a refrigerator 10 is shown
with the provision compartment door broken away to
show the provision space and the several shelves 11
provided therein.

The shelves 11 are made with a chrome plated wire
rod frame 12 and smaller wire rod cross pieces, as is
commonly known. )

On one of the shelves 11 is provided the variable
capacity compartment member 13 of this invention; its
purpose being to serve as a crisper drawer for fruits and
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vegetables, for dairy products, meats, or whatever the
housewife desires,

The compartment member 13 includes side walls 14
and 15 with a connecting back wall 16 therebetween. As
removed from the shelf, it has no top or bottom. It does
however include a door member 26 hingedly connected
to the side walls near their upper front corners, It also
makes use of a deep dish tray member 24 as a bottom
closure. The tray has a peripheral flange 25 that is
engaged in receptive grooves 18 formed on the imner
sides of the respective side walls 14 and 14 of the com-
partment member and is thereby slidable in and out of
the compartment providing part.

On closer inspection, it will be noted that several
grooves 18, at different heights, are provided in the op-
posite side walls 14 and 15. This enables the tray 24 to
be supported at different levels and accordingly makes
the compartment space thereover of variable capacity.

The compartment member 13 is made slidable on the
shelf 11 by means of channel members 19 which are
secured to the underside of the shelf and are open towards
cach other. They are receptive of outwardly disposed
flanges 20 formed from the side walls 14 and 15.

The channel members 19 also serve as a support for
a cover member 22 over the compartment space. Since
they are secured to the shelf below the frame, the cover
member is received in the plane of the shelf itself.

Although not necessary, it will be appreciated that
the cover 22 and closure door 26 may be plastic and
transparent to enable seeing into the compartment space.

The cover -door is sufficient to close the front opening
between side walls 14 and 15 when the tray is at its
lowermost position and otherwise to close the front of
the tray itself behind it.

While the invention has been described in its preferred
form, it is understood that the present disclosure has
been made only by way of example and that numerous
changes in the details of construction and arrangement
of parts may be resorted to without departing from the
spirit and the scope of the invention as hereinafter
claimed,

We claim:

An adjustable compartment for use in a refrigerator
comprising in combination, a refrigerator shelf, a bot-
tomless compartment member slidably mounted on said
shelf and therebelow, a tray member adapted to provide
a slidable bottom closure for said compartment at differ-
ent selected levels, said bottomless compartment having
an open front and opposed grooves formed in the side
walls to slidably receive and support said tray member
at selected heights therewithin, a door member hinged
to said bottomles compartment member to close said
open front, and means cooperatively provided on said
refrigerator shelf to form a top for said compartment
member,
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