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:matcheS' :'and, ...more .. particularly, a, 'container 
Which haS an abrasive Surface for striking 
matches. The primary object is to prevent ac 
cidential ignition of the matches. 
In itS preferred embodiment the invention 

concerns a match box of the drawer type which, 
When Open gives acceSS to the contentS, but con 
ceals a, Striking Surface. The object of the in 
vention is to provide a striking surface accessible 
Only When the draWer is closed. 
USually thoSe containerS Which have the Strik 

ing Surface on the outSide of the case Subject the 
uSer to the hazard of burns caused by the acci 
dential lighting of the matches in the container 
by the fiame from a match Struck on the con 
tainer, if a, match is Struck While the draWer is 
open. While attempts have been made to pre 
vent; accidential ignition of match box contentS 
by So placing a Striking Surface on a drawer that; 
is acceSSible only When the draWer is closed, the 
prior propOSals haWe not been Safe because they 
failed to contemplate the complete removal of 
the draWer, or the taking of other steps by the 
user Which destroy the value of the Safety fea 
ture. With the foregoing in wieW, the object of 
this inwention is to prowide a, Striking Surface in 
acceSSible to the user if the draWer of the con 
tainer is opened to expoSe the contentS. In ad 
dition, it is intended to guard against the re 
moval of the draWer from its case and thus pre 
Went the user from tutilizing the striking Surface 
While the draWer is entirely open. 
These and other objectS will be apparent from 

the .. following Specification and draWing, in 
Which: 

Fig. 1 is a Side elevation, partially broken a Way, 
shoWing the match box cloSed; 

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig, 1, but shoWing 
the match box opened; and, 

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal crOSS-Section taken Wer 
tically through the middle of the match box. 

Referring now to the draWing, in Which like 
reference numeralS denote similar elementS, the 
match box indicated generally at 2 includes an 
open-ended case 3 slidably Supporting a draWer 
4. The Striking surface : 6 is formed of Suitable 
abrasive, covering a comparatively Smali area, of 
one side of drawer 4. On one side of caSe 3 there 
is a Window 8, substantially coextensive in Size 
With Striking Surface 6 and registering With the 
Striking surface only when the draWer is fully 
cloSed. 
In order to prevent complete removal of draWer 

? to ': 'containers. for ` be opened only in one 
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direction for a limited dis tance,: there is provided a slot t0, which in the 
. illustrated embodiment is on draWer 4 and a co 
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operative stop f2, on case 3. When the draWer ! 
is in a closed position as shoWn in Fig. 1 the end 
10b of a slot 10 and Stop I2 prevent; draWer 4 from 
opening backWardly, or in the one direction 
Which Would give Simultaneous acceSS to both the 
?contentS of the container and the Striking Sur 
face 6, and also predetermine that, When the 
draWer 4 is closed as far aS p0SSible, Striking StIr 
face 6 and WindoW 8 are in registry. It will be 
noted that case 3 is longer than draWer 4. When 
draWer 4 is completely cloSed, the owerhanging 
front end 5, case 3 extends beyond the front; end 
of draWer 4 for a distance at least edual to the 
length of Striking Surface 6. Thus when, open 
ing the draWer, striking surface 6 is completely 
masked by case 3 before the contents of drawer 
4 become acceSSible. Slot 10 is Suficiently long 
to permit the draWer to be ,opened. far enough 
to gain acceSS to the matcheS but not So far aS 
?to expose any portion of the Striking Surface be 
yond case 3. The complete removal of drawer 4 
from case 3 is, of course, prevented by Slot 10 
and stop I2. ? 
In operation, the user" slides draWer 4 to the 

1eft; from the position shown in Fig. 1 to open the 
draWer, Whereupon the Striking Surface b slideS 
?behind the side Wall of caSe 3 Where it is cOm 
pletely masked. The owerhanging end 5 of case 
3 aSSures the complete maSking of Striking Sur 
face 6 before the end of drawer 4 protrudes from 
?the owerhanging end 5 of caSe 3. Only by cOm 
plete reversal of this procedure, i. e., by cloSing 
?-draWer : 4 does the striking Surface (i become ac ceSSible. 
The invention thus described is not limited to 

the exact form and details described above, but; 
is intended to cover all modifications, equivalentiS, 
and Substitutions Within the Scope of the follow ing claim. 
I claim : 
In a sliding draWer matchbox an open-ended 
?-generally rectangular caSing haWing tOp, bot 
tom and Side Walls, - a generally rectangular 
draWer haWing Side, bottOm and end Walls, 
?Said draWer being slidable lengthWise in one di 
rection in Said casing betWeen a, .. fully closed 
position in Which said draWer is completely 
contained Within ? Said caSing and a fully open 
?position in Which one end of Said draWer. ex 
tends beyond the corresponding end of Said 
???casing for a, predetermined distiance, Said caS ,ing hawing a window in a side wall thereof 5?? and also to predetermine that the draWer may ,4 
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Said draWer haWing a, striking surface on a, side 
Wall thereof registering behind the Window when 
Said dra.Wer is fully cloSed and being Substantial 
ly co-extensive in length With Said Window, Said 

4 
ckOSed and having a, front; end engaged by Said 
StOp When Said draWer is fully open, whereby 
to prevent opening of Said drawer in backward 
direction and to prevent further opening of Said 

casing being ionger than Said draWer by an 5 draWer beyond Said predetermined distiance, 
amount at least aS great as the length of Said 
Striking Surface Whereby during the course of 

. movement of - Said draWer from Said fully closed position to said'fully open position, - Said striking 
Starface is moved thereWith from its position in 
registry behind said window to a position of com 
plete concealment behind the adjacent side wall 
of Said casing before the end of said drawer pro 
jectS beyond Said casing and Whereby said strik 

1702,183 - 15 ?. --ing Surface remains concealed between the ad 
jacent side Wall of the casing during the further 
opening moWements of Said draWer to said, fully 
Open position, Said draWer hawing an, elongate , , 
Slot extending lengthWiSe in the bottom thereof, ' 
and a Stop on the bottom of Said casing extending 

end? through said -slot; 'Said; slot .. having a back ? 
. engaged by:Said stop when said drawer is fully 
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