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Lo all whom it nay concern. )
Be it known that I, Winriam Z. Purrram,
citizen of the United States, residing at Los

 Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and

State of  California, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Water
Plugs; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the

" invention, such as will enable others skilled

10

20

25

30

35

40

50

(11
(513

in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. R ' v

My invention relates to improvements in
water plugs used along city streets for
street washing and fire fighting purposes,
ard has reference more particularly to a
plug which will not be broken if struck by
a snachine or other vehicle, but will merely
swing downwardly about a pivot.

The object of the invention is to provide
a simple and inexpensive, yet an efficient
construction for the production of a plug, of
the improved type set forth. '

With the foregoing in view, the inven-
tion resides in the novel subject matter here-
inafter described and claimed, the descrip-
tion being supplemented by the accompany-
ing drawing.

Figure 1 is a side elevation showing the
plug in erect position in full lines and by
dotted lines disclosing the manner in which
the plug may swing if struck.

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view partly
in elevation.

Figures 8, 4, 5 and 6 are detail perspective
views of the different elements used in es-
tablishing a ball and socket joint between
tke plug body and the plug base.

In the drawing above briefly described,
which illustrates the preferred form of
construction, the numeral 1 designates a

hase having a substantially hemispherical .

socket 2 in its upper end, said base being
provided with a water supply port 3 leading
to said socket. At the upper end.of the
base, an annular outstanding flange 4 is
provided.

A plug body 5 is formed with a spherical
lower end 6 resting in the socket 2, said
body having a water port 7 which normally
rezisters with the port 3. When the plug
bady however is tilted downwardly, the port
7 iz moved out of register with the port 3, so
that even if said body should be broken,
no discharge of water can take place.

Fngaging the upper side of the spherical
end 6, throughout about two-thirds of its

circumference, is a substantially semi-cir-
cular hood 8 having an outstanding base
flange 9 which is secured by bolts 10 to the
flange 4, the upper end of said hood being
provided with a substantially semi-circu-
Isr upstanding flange 11 in which the lower
portion of the body 5 normally seats to hold
it in an upright position and prevent it
from pulling outwardly toward the street,
when a hose is applied to it.

" An arcuate plate 12 is secured by bolts 13
to the portion of the flange 4 not covered by
the flange 9, so that the inner edge of the
plate and the inner side of the hood 8 co-
operate in snugly holding the ball 6 in_the
socket 2, at the same time permitting swing-
ing of the body 5 and said ball 6, if the body
is struck by a vehicle in the street. When
sueh swinging occurs, the port 7 is moved
out of register with the port 3 so as to pre-

“vent discharge of water from the plug, even

if the latter has been injured by the force
of the blow which caused it to swing later-
ally and downwardly.

Toxcellent results may be obtained from
the general construction shown and de-
scribed and it is therefore preferably fol-
lowed, but within the scope of the inven-
tion as claimed, modification may of course
be made.

I cJaim:

1. A hose-feeding water plug comprising

a base adapted to be stationarily mounted
at one edge of a street, and a normally up-
right plug body pivotally connected with
said base for downward swinging if struck
a blow by a vehicle on the street, the pivotal
connection between said plug body and said
base comprising a joint permitting down-
ward swinging of said body on any of a
plurality of paths according to the direction
in which the blow is delivered, said plug
body and base having communicating water
ports. '
9. A structure as specified in claim 1; and
means embodied in the plug structure for
automatically cutting off communication be-
tween said ports when the plug body swings
downwardly on any of said paths.

3. A hose-feeding water plug comprising
a base adapted to be stationarily mounted
at one edge of a street, a normally upright
plug body pivotally connected with said base
for downward swinging if struck a blow by
a vehicle on the street, the pivotal connection
between said plug body and said base com-
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prising a joint permitting downward swing-
ing of said body on any of a plurality of
paths according to the direction in which
the blow is delivered, said plug body and
base having communicating water ports,
means embodied in the plug structure for
automatically cutting off communication be-
tween said ports when the plug body swings
downwardly on any of the aforesaid paths,
and means for preventing swinging of the
plug body toward the street under the pull
of a hLose.

4. A hose-feeding water plug comprising
a base adapted for stationarily mounting at
one edge of a street, said base having at its
upper end a substantially hemi-spherical
socket to which a water port leads and being
formed with an outstanding annular flange
around said socket, a normally upright plug
body having a substantially spherical lower
end resting tightly in said socket, an arcuate
hood engaging the street side of said
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spherical end of said body, the lower edge
of said hood having an outstanding flange
secured to a portion of the first-named
flange, the upper edge of said hood being
provided with an arcuate seat engaging the
street side of the plug over its spherical
lower end to prevent swinging of said plug
body toward the street under the pull of a
hose, and an arcuate retaining plate secured
to ths flange of the base and engaging the
spherical lower end of the body to cu-operate
with the hood in retaining the base and body
in assembled relation while permitting said
body to swing downwardly away from the
strest if struck by a vehicle on the latter,
said plug body having a water port normally
in communication with the first-named port
but brought out of communication therewith
by downward swinging of the plug body.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature.

WILLIAM Z. PULLIAM.
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