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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HoRATIO N. HOUGH-
TON, of Halifax, in the county -of Windham,
State of Vermont, have invented a certain
new and useful Improvement in Metallic
Fence-Posts, of which the following is a de-
scription safficiently full, clear, and exact to
enableany person skilled i m the art-or science to
which my invention appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying d1aw1ng, forming a part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is an isometrical perspective view,

My invention relates principally to that
class of metallie posts which are employed in
the erection of wire fences, and consists in a
novel construction and arrangement of the
parts, as hereinafter more fully set forth and
claimed, by which a simpler, cheaper, and
more eﬁectlve device of this eharacter is pro-
duced than is now in ordinary use.

The nature and operation of my invention
will be readily understood by all conversant
with such matters from the tollowmg deserip-
tion:

In the drawing, A represents the base or
sill, which is provided at either end with a
cross-bar or foot, B, designed to be buried or
anchored in the ground when the post is in
use. The body of the post consists of a verti-
cally-arranged stout metallic rod or wire, G,
secured at its lower end to the base, and bent
to form the loops or eyes D B F. Attached
at F to the top of the body C there are-two
sheets or Dbraces, G G, composed of wires or
wire cords, and respectively connected to the
base A by the brace-rods H H. A cross-brace,
consisting of the metallic cord or wire a, con-

neets the cords or wires G G to the body C,
near its center or at the loop D.

In the use of my improvement the post is
anchored or inserted in the ground at the
line x x, the wires or wire cords I J K com-
posing the rails or body of the fence being
firmly attached to the post at the loops D B F,
which act to sustain them in position, and
prevent -all undue vertical and lateral move-
ments of the same.

It will be obvious that the base A and feet
B B may be formed of wood or any other suit-
able material; also, that the rods H H may
be dispensed W ith, the wire cords G G being
connected dlrectly to the base, and that the

-brace ¢ may be omitted, if desired, without

departing from the spirit of my invention. It
will also be understood that the wires I J K
are to be attached to the eyes F E D by
means of short auxiliary wires or cords snita-
ble for the purpose, or by taking a turn or
“hitch” of the wires through the loops or
around the body C at the point where the
loops are located.

Having thus explained my invention, what .
I ¢laim is—

The improved fence-post described, consist-
ing of the base A, fest B B, rods H H wires
G G, and body C, prov1ded with the loops
FE D constructed and arranged to operate
in combnatlon with the wires I J K, substan-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth and
specified.
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Witnesses:
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