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This invention relates to containers, and 
has for its primary object to provide a case or 
container which may be conveniently pro 
duced from sheet metal, or made of cardboard 
or other inexpensive material in the form of 
and original package for cigarettes or other 
commodities. 
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In its broader aspect, my present improve 
ments comprehend the provision of such a 
case or container embodying two hingedly 
connected sections each having opposite walls 
disposed in a common plane, and one of said 
sections being provided with an article re 
ceiving compartment projecting beyond the 
open side of said section and adapted to pro 
ject into the other section of the case or con 
tainer when the latter is open or closed. 

'. It is another object of the invention to pro 
vide a case of the above type having opposite. 
rounded or convex edges and hinge means 
connecting the case sections to each other ad 
jacent one of said convex edges and permit 
ting of a limited relative opening movement 
of the case sections. r 

It is another object of the invention to pro 
vide means whereby the article receiving com 
partment is rendered substantially air tight 
when the case or container is closed. 

It is a further general object of my present 
improvements to provide a case or container 
especially adapted as a holder for cigarettes 
which may be easily operated by the use of 
one hand to render its contents accessible, and 
may be manufactured and sold at relatively 
Small cost. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists in the improved con 
tainer and in the form, construction, and 
relative arrangement of its several parts as 
will be hereinafter more fully described, ill 
lustrated in the accompanying drawings, and 
subsequently incorporated in the subjoined 
claims. 

In the drawings, wherein have illustrated 
several simple and practical embodiments of 
the invention, and in which similar reference 
characters designate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views 

Figure iis a perspective view showing one 
form of the improved container when closed; 

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view showing 
the container open; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a closed 
container showing another form of my im 
provements; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view of the 
gainer illustrated in Fig. 3, in one position, 

Figs. 5 and 6 are respectively, views similar 
to Figs. 3 and 4 showing still another modi 
fied construction of the device. w 

Referring in detail to the drawings, and 
for the present rhore particularly to Figs. 1 
and 2 thereof, wherein I have illustrated a 
preferred embodiment of my present im 
provements, the case or container as therein 
shown consists essentially of the two body 
sections 5 and 6 respectively, each of which 
has parallel side walls 7 and 8 respectively. 
The corresponding side walls of these case 
Sections are positioned in a common plane 
and have diagonally extending meeting edges 
9 and 10. The opposite end walls of the case 
Section 5 are rounded or convex as shown at 
11, said end walls being of relatively different 
lengths. The case section 6 at one end there 
of also has the rounded or convex end wall 
12, which, when the case is closedispositioned 
in alignment with the shorter end wall 11 of 
the case Section 5. The opposed ends of these 
convex end walls of the two case sections 
are so cut or shaped that when the case is 
closed, they are spaced apart as indicated 
at 13. 

Between the side wall 7 of the case section 
5 and adjacent the relatively short convex 
end wall 11 thereof in parallel relation there 
to a rigid member 14 is fixed. Within the 
case section 6 one end of the article holder 
15 is fixed. As herein shown, this article 
holder may be provided with one or more 
compartments for the reception of the cig 
arettes or other articles indicated at C and 
has parallel side walls fixed to the inner sides 
of the walls 8 of the case section 6 and a bot 
tom or end wall 16 which is spaced from the 
convex end wall 12 of said case section. The 
article holder projects beyond the open side 
of the case section 6 and the side walls of said 
holder at the open end of the latter are cut 
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C to be easily grasped and withdrawn there. 

O 

away as indicated at 17 to permit the cigarette 
from. There is thus provided a flange 18 
constituting an integral part of each side wall 
of the holder projecting beyond the diagonal 
edges 10 of the side walls of the case section 
6 at the free end of the latter. The edge wall 
19 of the case section 6 constitutes one of the 
end walls of the article holder and projects 
beyond said flanges 18 as at 20 for engage 
ment with a suitable spring latch member 
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21 secured to one end wall 11 of the case sec 
tion 5 whereby said case sections are yielding 
ly retained in closed position. 
The rigid member 14 is connected with the 

bottom or end wall 16 of the article holder b 
means of a suitable hinge indicated at 22 lo 
cated at one end of the diagonal edges 9 and 
10 of the side walls of the case sections. This 
hinge permits of the relative pivotal opening 
movement of the two case sections as shown 
in Fig. 2 until the opposed ends of the convex 
walls 11 and 12 of said case sections come into 
contact with each other whereby such relative 
opening movement of the case sections is 
limited. For the purpose of conveniently 
opening the case, the bottom of the case sec 
tion 5 is only partially closed by the short 
longitudinal wall 23, thereby affording an 
opening indicated at 24 through which the 
finger may be inserted to engage the end wall 
25 of the article holder. By applying sufi 
cient pressure the case section 6 may be forced 
upwardly against the action of the spring 
latch member 21, thereby carrying the article 
holder 25 to the position shown in Fig. 2 
where the ends of the articles contained in 
said holder are exposed between the spaced 
sections of the case so that they can be readily 
withdrawn. 
In order to prevent possible breaking of 

the hinge 22 or injury to the walls of the case 
sections by too great a pressure being applied, 
against the wall 25 of the article holder, I may 
provide a flexible strap indicated at 26 con 
necting the bottom wall 16 of said holder at 
one of its ends to the lower end of the fixed 
member 14. However, this latter feature is 
not essential, and may be eliminated if de 
sired. 
When my improved case or container, con 

structed as above described is closed, it will 
be seen that the corresponding side walls of 
the case sections are disposed in a common 
plane with the diagonally extending edges 9 
and 10 thereof in contact upon each other. 
In this closed position, the flanges 18 will 
extend upon the inner sides of the walls 7 of 
the case section 5 to thereby exclude air from 
the article holder and thus preserve the con 
tents thereof against deterioration. It will 
further be observed that the two case sections 
are so constructed that when the case is 
opened to present the articles for withdrawal, 
the side walls of said case sections will not 
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be liable to be bent or broken, nor do they 
present protruding corners which would con 
stitute obstructions to the free withdrawal 
of the articles or would be liable to be caught 
in the pocket lining whereby the latter might 
be torn when the case is removed from the . 
pocket. 
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When the device is constructed of card- - 
board or similar material, the hinge 22 may 
consist of the usual strap of leather, linen 
or other flexible material fixed at one of its 
ends to the bottom wall 16 of the article 
holder and at its other end to part 14. 

In Figs. 3 and 4 I show another form of 
the device which externally presents the same 

y shape or appearance as the constructionilius 
trated in Fig. 1, but wherein instead of pro 
viding the part 14 and hinge 22 as shown in 
Fig. 2, a pivot or hinge pin 35 is engaged 
throughopenings in oppusite sidewalls of the 
article holder and in the side walls of the case 
section 5 at a point adjacent the opposed end 
edges 13° of the convex edge walls of the two 
case sections. Also, in this construction, for 
the purpose of limiting the opening move 
ment of the case, I have shown side walls of 
the section 5 thereof indented to provide in 
ternal projections 36 thereon with which the 
edges of the side walls of the article holder 
are adapted to contact as shown in Fig. 4, 
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thus providing a positive stop for limiting 
the opening movement of the case section 6 
and relieving the pivot pin 35 of excessive 
strain. 
In Figs. 5 and 6 of the drawings, have 

illustrated another alternative embodiment 
of my present improvements wherein the ar 
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ticle holder 15 is not fixedly connected with 
either of the case sections 5 or 6. In this 
construction, the two case sections are also 
provided with the rounded or convex. edge 
walls, the corresponding walls at one edge of 
the case having their opposed ends normally 
spaced apart at 13 in a similar manner to 
the constructions heretofore described. At 
a point adjacent to these spaced ends of said 
convexed walls the article holder 15 is pivot 
ally connected with the opposite side walls 
of the two case sections by the spaced pivot 
pins 37. 
At the open edge of the case section 5 a. 

flange 38 is attached to the inner face of the 
wall thereof and projects beyond its edge as 

05 

at 39 so as to lap upon the inner side of the 
wall of the other case section 6 when the 

- container is closed and thus render the same 
air tight. The inner edge of the flange 38 
acts as a stop with which the upper edge of 
one end wall of the article holder 15 con 
tacts to limit the opening movement of the 
case as shown in Fig. 6. The outwardly protruding edge of this flange 38 has a lip 
40, with which an inwardly curved spring 
tongue 41 formed on the edge of one end wall 
of the case section 6 is adapted to engage to 
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latch the case sections together. This tongue 
41 is adapted to engage the other end EE 
the article holder 15 to limit the outward 
pivotal movement of said case section 6 with 
respect to the article holder. 
From the foregoing description considered 

in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, the construction and various advantages 
of the several embodiments of my invention 
herein described will be clearly understood. 
It will be apparent that such a case or con 
tainer may be inexpensively produced from 
cardboard or similar materials as an original 
container for cigarettes or other commodi 
ties, or it may be manufactured in more ex 
pensive form from sheet silver or gold or 
other metal. When closed, the case presents 
a very neat and attractive appearance, and 
also effectively preserves its contents against 
breakage or deterioration. The case can also 
be easily and quickly manipulated and access 
to the contents thereof readily obtained. 
While have herein disclosed several de 

sirable and practical embodiments of my 
present improvements, it is nevertheless, to be 
understood that the invention might also be 
incorporated in various other alternative 
structures, and I accordingly reserve the priv 
illege of resorting to all such legitimate 
changes therein as may be fairly incorporated 
within the spirit and scope of the invention 
as claimed. 
I claim: 
1. A container comprising two mating sec 

tions, a false bottom in one of said sections, 
an article holder in the other section and 
adapted to enter the section containing the 
false bottom, and a hinge connecting the false 
bottom with the bottom of the article holder 
intermediate its ends. 

2. A container comprising two sections, a 
false bottom in one of said sections spaced 
a short distance from the bottom wall of said 
section, an article holder in the co-operating 
section and adapted to enter the first men 
tioned section, the bottom wall of the article 
holder being spaced from the bottom wall of 
the section in which the article holder is 
mounted, a transverse hinge connecting the 
false bottom with the article holder at a 
point intermediate the ends of the bottom 
wall, and means connected to the false bot 
tom and to the article holder for limiting the 
degree of movement toward open position. 

3. A container comprising a pair of sec 
tions separable on a diagonal line extending 
substantially from the center of one end 
wall of one of said sections to one corner 
thereof, a false bottom in one of said sec 
tions, a container in the other of said sec 
tions, a hinge connecting the false bottom 
with the bottom of the container, the top 
of the container being wholly open and the 
side wails of the container being cut away 
at their upper edges intermediate the end 

3 

walls, and flanges connecting the cut awa. 
portions of the side walls with the end walls 
for close frictional contact with the side walls 
of the section containing the false bottom 
whereby foreign substances will be excluded 
from the container. 

4. A container of the character described 
comprising a parallelogrammatic case con 
sisting of two sections having corresponding 
side and edge walls positioned in the same 
plane and the edge walls of the case sections 
being rounded or convex, said convex walls 
at one edge of the case having their opposed 
ends spaced apart when the case is closed, 
an article holding compartment fixed in one 
of said case sections and having a bottom Wall 
spaced from said convex edge wall of the 
case section, a part fixed between the side 
walls of the other section adjacent said convex 
edge wall thereof and in spaced relation 
thereto, and a hinge connection between said 
part and the bottom wall of the article re ceiving compartment, said compartment pro 
jecting from the open side of said first named 
case section into the second named case sec 
tion in both the open and closed positions 
of said case sections. - 

5. A container comprising a case consist 
ing of two sections having corresponding side 
and edge portions positioned in the same 
plane and the body walls of the case sections 
being rounded, said rounded walls at one 
edge of the case having their opposed ends 
spaced apart when the case is closed, an arti 
cle holding compartment fixed in one of said 
case sections and having a bottom wall spaced 
from said convex edge wall of the case sec 
tion, a part fixed between the side walls of 
the other section adjacent said rounded edge 
wall thereof, and in spaced relation thereto, 
and a hinge connection between said part 
and the bottom wall of the article receiving 
compartment, 

6. A container comprising two sections 
hinged together to separate on a diagonal 
line, an article holder secured in one section 
and having a bottom wall spaced from the 
adjacent wall of the section and extending 
into the other section, a part fixed in the 
other section adjacent said bottom wall of the 
holder, and a hinge connection between said 
bottom wall and part. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention, I have signed my name hereto. 
CHARLES LENFANT. 
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