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(57) ABSTRACT 
A toy has an elongated, flexible tube with openings at 
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the opposite ends thereof and with a third opening in 
termediate those end openings, has the rim on the 
neck of a balloon disposed within that third opening 
so that rim underlies the portions of the tube which 
define that third opening, and has a light-weight ball. 
One end of the tube can be disposed within the mouth 
of the user of the toy, the other end of that tube can 
be disposed so the axis of the opening therein is up 
wardly-directed, and the balloon can be inflated to en 
able the neck and the rim on that neck to engage, and 
form an air-tight seal with, the portions of the tube 
which define the third opening. By forcing air into the 
opening at the one end of the tube, the user can cause 
an upwardly-directed stream of air to issue from the 
opening at the other end of the tube, and can also in 
flate the balloon; and, thereafter, when the user must 
inhale, that balloon will be able to supply the air for 
the upwardly-directed stream of air. 

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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BALLOON AND BALL TOY 
This invention is a simplified version of the toy which 

is disclosed and claimed in my U.S. pat. No. 3,559,330 
for Toy which was granted on Feb.2, 1971. 
This invention relates to improvements in toys. More 

particularly, this invention relates to improvements in 
toys which are operated by blowing air into them. 

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved toy which is operated by blowing 
air into it. 
The toy which is disclosed and claimed in my said pa 

tent is a very useful and entertaining toy; but it would 
be desirable to provide a toy which could perform es 
sentially the same functions as that toy and which was 
easier and less expensive to manufacture. The present 
invention provides such a toy; and it is, therefore, an 
object of the present invention to provide an inexpen 
sive toy which a person can use to develop an upward 
ly-directed stream of air on which a light-weight ball 
can be supported. 
Other and further objects and advantages of the pres 

ent invention should become apparent from an exami 
nation of the drawing and accompanying description. 

In the drawing and accompanying description a pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention is shown 
and described but it is to be understood that the draw 
ing and accompanying description are for the purpose 
of illustration only and do not limit the invention and 
that the invention will be defined by the appended 
claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
In the drawing, 
FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of one preferred em 

bodiment of the present invention, 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view, on a larger scale, of part 

of the toy shown in FIG. 1, and it is taken along the 
plane indicated by the line 2-2 in FIG. 1, and 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view, on the scale of FIG. 2, and 

it is taken along the plane indicated by the line 3-3 in 
F.G. 1. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRE 
EMBODEMENT 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the numeral 10 
generally denotes an elongated tube of flexible mate 
rial; and that tube will preferably be a length of one of 
the transparent, flexible, plastic, inexpensive hoses that 
are readily available on the market. One end of that 
tube is open and is denoted by the numeral 12; and that 
end is disposable within the mouth of the person who 
will use the toy. The numeral 14 denotes an opening in 
the side of the tube 10; and that opening is intermediate 
the end 12 and the opposite end 16 of that tube. The 
end 16 also is open; and the large-diameter portion 20 
of a nozzle 18 is forced into that end. The outer diame 
ter of the large diameter portion 20 is slightly larger 
than the normal; un-stressed inner diameter of the end 
16; but the inner diameter of that end can be increased 
sufficiently to permit that large-diameter portion 20 to 
be telescoped within that end. The nozzle 18 has a 
small diameter portion 22 which projects outwardly be 
yond the open end 16 of the tube 10; and a passage 24 
entends through both the large diameter portion 20 and 
the small diameter portion 22. That passage has a cross 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

SO 

55 

60 

65 

2 
section which is materially smaller than the normal, un 
stressed cross section of the interior of the tube 10. 
The numeral 26 generally denotes a balloon of stan 

dard and usual design; and the outer end of the neck 28 
of that balloon is telescoped inwardly of the opening 14 
in the tube. 10. The rim 30 on the outer end of the neck 
28 underlies those portions of the tube 10 which define 
the opening 14; and that rim and the outer end of the 
neck. 28 are sufficiently flexible to be movable into 
sealing engagement with those portions of the tube 10. 

The numeral 32 denotes a light-weight ball; and that 
ball can be made of polystyrene or other foam plastic, 
or can be made as a light-weight, thin-walled sphere. 
That ball can be suspended in mid air, or can be caused 
to recurrently move up and down in mid air, on an up 
wardly-directed air stream 34. To develop that air 
stream, the user can insert the open end 12 of the tube 
10 within his mouth, and then blow air into that open 
end. Some of that air will enter and partially inflate the 
balloon 26, while the rest of that air will pass upwardly 
through the upwardly-directed end 16 of the tube 10 
and through the passage 24 within the nozzle 18 to de 
fine the upwardly-directed air stream 34. If the user 
were to blow hard enough, he could simultaneously de 
velop the upwardly-directed air stream 34 and at least 
partially inflate the balloon 26. However, most users of 
the toy will find it desirable to initially place a finger 
over the upper end of the nozzle 18, as indicated by 
FIG. 1, to block the discharge of air from the passage 
24 until the balloon 26 has been substantially-fully in 
flated. Thereafter, as the user removes his finger from 
the upper end of that nozzle, the upwardly-directed air 
stream 34 can be developed by air from the balloon 26 
or by additional air which the user will introduce into 
the end 12 of the tube 10. 
The flexible nature of the tube 10 enables the user to 

dispose the axis of the upper end 16 of that tube, and 
hence the axis of the passage 24, at different angles rel 
ative to the vertical - and thus enables the upwardly 
directed air stream 34 to apply some laterally-directed 
forces as well as upwardly-directed forces to the ball 
32. Customarily a user will initially dispose the axis of 
the upper end 16 of the tube 10 so it is perfectly verti 
cal; but, after he or she gains confidence and experi 
ence, he or she may incline that axis to the vertical. 
Then, as the ball 32 moves laterally in response to the 
laterally-directed forces which are applied to it by the 
inclined upwardly-directed stream of air 34, the user 
will “follow' that ball with the end 16 of the tube 10, 
and will thereby keep that ball suspended in mid-air. 

It will be noted that the tube 10 can be bent so the 
opening 14 is directed away from the user while the 
axis of the opening 16 is directed upwardly. This is de 
sirable, because it keeps the balloon 26 from obscuring 
the vision of the user, and also because it will avoid the 
risk of that balloon blowing up in the face of the user. 
Because the tube 10 is flexible, the user can move the 
nozzle 18 upwardly and downwardly relative to his or 
her eye level, and thus can adjust the suspended posi 
tion of the light-weight ball 32 relative to that eye level. 

By maintaining a constant velocity for the air within 
the upwardly-directed air stream 34, the user of the toy 
can hold the light-weight ball 32 at a substantially-fixed 
distance above the upper end of the nozzle 18. By re 
currently increasing and decreasing the velocity of the 
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air within the upwardly-directed air stream 34, the user 
can recurrently cause the light-weight bass 32 to rise 
and fall relative to the nozzle 18. In any event, the user 
is exercising his or her lungs and is enjoying clean and 
interesting entertainment. 
When the user wishes to inhale, he or she can close 

the norally-open end 12, and thus prevent the loss of air 
through that end, by using his or her teeth to close that 
open end. In doing so, the user performs the function 
of a check valve, and thus obviates the need of such a 
check valve. Specifically, the user can use his or her 
teeth to clamp the end 12 closed during those periods 
of time when he or she is not actively blowing air 
through that end. 
The air-supplying part of the toy consists of just three 

elements, namely, the tube 10, the nozzle 18, and the 
balloon 26. Those elements can be assembled together 
before the toy is marketed, or they can be sold sepa 
rately and then assembled by the user. All the user need 
do, in assembling the toy, is insert the rim 30 and the 
outer end of the neck 28 of the balloon 26 into the 
opening 14 in the tube 10, and then insert the large 
diameter portion 20 of the nozzle 18 within the end 16 
of that tube. Because the tube 10 is flexible, the toy can 
be bent or folded to occupy a very small space when it 
is not in use. 
Whereas the drawing and accompanying description 

have shown and described a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention, it should be apparent to those 
skilled in the art that various changes may be made in 
the form of the invention without affecting the scope 
thereof. 
What I claim is: 
1. A toy which comprises a tube that has an inlet 

opening at one end thereof and an outlet opening at the 
opposite end thereof and a third opening which is inter 
mediate said inlet and said outlet openings and which 
is in communication with said inlet and said outlet 
openings and which is in the wall of said tube, a balloon 
which has the free end of the neck thereof extending 
inwardly through said third opening and which has the 
rim on said neck positioned inwardly of said third open 
ing in said tube and which has said rim underlying those 
portions of said tube that define said third opening, and 
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4 
a light-weight bail, said rim on said neck of said balloon 
and the adjacent portions of said neck of said balloon 
responding to inflation of said balloon to closely and 
directly engage said portions of said tube that define 
said third opening in said tube and to coact with said 
portions of said tube to form an essentially air-tight 
seal, said inlet opening in said tube being disposable ad 
jacent the mouth of a person to receive air, said outlet 
opening in said tube being disposable so the axis of said 
outlet opening is upwardly directed and thus can pro 
vide an upwardly-directed stream of air on which said 
light-weight ball can be suspended, said balloon being 
inflatable by air which is introduced into said tube 
through said inlet opening and which is conducted to 
said balloon by the portion of said tube which is inter 
mediate said inlet and said third openings and which is 
remote from said outlet opening, said balloon being in 
flatable to constitute a reservoir of air for said outlet 
opening, said balloon supplying said air to said outlet 
opening via said third opening and the portion of said 
tube which is intermediate said third and said outlet 
openings and which is remote from said inlet opening. 

2. A toy as claimed in claim 1 wherein said axis of 
said outlet opening can be disposed at different angles 
relative to the axis of said inlet opening. 

3. A toy as claimed in claim 1 wherein a nozzle is dis 
posed within said outlet opening in said tube, and 
wherein said nozzle has a reduced-diameter passage 
through it to enable said upwardly-directed stream of 
air on which said light-weight ball is suspended to have 
a small cross section and to be of relatively high veloc 
ity. 

4. A toy as claimed in claim 1 wherein said tube can 
be bent to direct said third opening away from said per 
son whenever said inlet opening is disposed adjacent 
the mouth of said person and the axis of said outlet 
opening is upwardly-directed, whereby said balloon is 
directed away from said person. 

5. A toy as claimed in claim 1 wherein said tube is 
made of flexible material and thus can have said first 
end thereof closed by the teeth of said person when 
said person must inhale a fresh supply of air. 
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