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To all whom it may concern.:

- Be it known that I, JouN W. STARNES, of
Macomb, in the county of. McDonough and
State of Illinois, have invented anew and use-
ful Improvement in Quilting Attachments for
Sewing-Machines; and I hereby declare that
the following is.a’full, clear; and exact descrip-
tion thereof, which will enable others skilled

. id the art to make and use the same, reference

being had to the accompanying drawing, form-

ing part of this specification, which drawing
represents my invention in perspective.

~* This invention has forits object to provide

a suitable machine whereby the laborious task

of hand-quilting can be avoided and the work

more neatly and quickly done with a common

- sewing-machine ; and-it consists in providing

a suitable frame, B, elevated above the floor

A to a snitable height by means of suitabie

curved legs, the uppér ledges of the frame

forming tracks for the wheels S8 S8 8. Un-
derneath this framne & carriage, C, is.suspended
by means of thé upriglits ¢ ¢, which, at their

lower ends, are firmly attached to the carriage

-G, their upper ends forming bearings:for the
axles:of the wheels:§ S'S'S. .

The- carriage :Cis’ provided with - suitable
friction-wheels: W "W, which keep the earriage
in the proper position, those on.the outside
preventing the uprights eefrom coming in con-
-tact with or rubbivg against the sides of the
Arame B, and those on:top of the carriage and
underneath the frame B preventing the car-
riage from tipping and-eausing friction by
rabbing against ‘the under side of the frame
'B. . Buspended below the carriage O by means
of the bars n » » n is' an-adjustable quilting-
frame, which is composed of two head-pieces,
o &, and two side rods; O-O. At oneend of
each of these rodsare firmly attached disksi4,
which are provided with a series of holes near
the outer edges, into which the liooks d d are
placed for the purpose of holding the rods.O
O securely in' any position that they may be
placed in when rolling and unrolling the quilt.
Theserods also have attached to them suitable
hooked teeth for fastening the quilt to the
rods, (a part of the quilt being cut away to
show them.) ‘ )

v v represent tension-springs, which .are for
the purpose of keeping ‘the proper tension on
the quilt while being quilted. )

The sewing-machine to be used is placed on
the floor A under the quilt R, in'such a posi-
tion that the quilt will pass either way over
the machine, and it may be adjusted to the
proper height by means of theé pinsjj, which
pass through the head-pieces @ ¢ and through
one of the series of the holes in the bars » n.
By these means the quilt can be adjusted so
as to keep it from dragging over the face-plate
of the sewing-machine. This arrangement for
adjusting has another essential feature, which
is to keep the quilt in a level position. For
instance, when the quil is first commenced, or
-when it is about finished, nearly the whole
fabrie will be wound around one of the rods
O O; consequently that side of the quilt will be
thelowest and will dragon the sewing-machine.
To remedy this the operator withdraws the pins
Jj on the low side and raises up theframe until
‘thequiltislevel, and then places thepinsjjback
throngh holes higher up in the bars#:n; and in
like maunereither side of the quilt can-beraised
or lowered and kept in such position that it
will feed through the sewing-machine without
dragging in any way.. :

The weight P is for the purpose of assisting
the sewing-machine in feeding' the quilt. by
gently drawing the carriage, by means of the
cord ¢, which is attached to said carriage and
passes over the friction-wheels on :the stand-
ard. These wheels can be placed on the side
of a room and the standard dispensed with.

By this mode 6f coustruction and arrange-
ment of the magchine the work is done evenly
and in straight lines without being guided by
the -operator. N

It will be observed that the frame B is pro-
vided with curved legs, which carves are suffi-
cient to allow the carriage C and quilting-frame

“to pass either way between them, which is for

the purpose of shortening up the frame B, so
that it will be more convenient and reqoire
less space.

I do not confine. myself to the exact form
and construetion of the frame B, as shown, as
it can be made in various ways which will
answer the same purpose. Torinstance, it will
operate just as well with. a single track and
two wheels, or it will operate with' only one
wheel on a single track, as the friction-wheels
W W W W will always keep the carriage ¢ in
the proper position: T
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Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The frame B, provided with the curved
legs and double track, in combination with the
carriage C, provided with the uprights ¢ ¢,
wheels 8 S 8 8, and friction-wheels W W, sub-
stantially as desecribed.

2. An adjustable quilting-frame composed

of the head-pieces « a,rods O O, provided with
hooked teeth, bars n n, disks ¢ ¢, tension-springs
v v, hooks d d, pins j j, cord ¢, and weight P,
all combined and operating substantially as
shown and described, for the purpose specified.
J. W. STARNES.
Witnesses:
TroS. J. PRICE,
W. T. PRICE.




