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UNITED STATES

PaATENT ‘OFFICE.
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To ‘all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, FRANK L. FITHIAN, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Haddonfield, in the State of New Jersey, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-

‘mentsin Game Apparatus or Puzzles, of which

the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to a game apparatus

or puzzle; and it consists of a shallow glass-
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covered receptacle, a free globule of mercury
contained therein, a receiving and dividing
device secured to the floor of said receptacle
and consisting of upright sides arranged at
an angle to each other to form-a containing-
receptacle with sharp edges and holes or
pockets inthefloor of the receptacle, the game

to be played being a division of the mercury-

into parts by means of said divider and lodg-
ing said parts in turn as divided in the sev-
eral holes or pockets.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a top view of the apparatus, the quicksilver
being shown in one piece in the act of being
cut or divided by the mechanical means pro-
vided for that purpose. Fig. 2 is a vertical
sectional view through the line x « of Tig. 1,
showing the construction of the box or con-
taining-receptacle and the mechanical means
provided for dividing the quicksilver. Fig.
3 is a sectional view through the bottom of
the box on the line y y of Fig. 1,intended to
illustrate the depressions on the floor of the
apparatus into which the divided parts of
quicksilver are to be deposited. i

A represents the top of the box-frame cov-
ering a shallow box B, preferably circular in
form, closed at the bottom by a floor C and at
the top by a glass D or other transparent ma-
terial supported within the frame A, and of
shape to conform to that of the box B, so that
the floor C shall at all times be open to view
through the glass. The floor C is provided
with a number of depressions (shown at 1 2

3 4 in the drawings) intended to illustrate-

ball-holders upon the end of sticks or han-
dles a, resting upon.the nose of the figure
drawn upon the floor C, and in this case rep-
resenting a Japanese juggler. Other depres-
sions 5 and 6 are made in the floor C of the

-apparatus, the former within ‘the open palm
of the hand of the juggler and thelatter on
the side of the Japanese sunshade,the stick
or handle of which is shown as contained in
the other hand of the juggler. A smallquan-
tity of quicksilver F, sufficient only in vol-
ume to fill the aggregate area of the several
depressions in the floor, is placed within the
inelosure. ,

Upon the side of the sunshade is supported
a dividing device, for the construction of
which a piece of stiff paper or card-board
may be used, glued tothe floor C of theappara-
tus, and this device consists of a small piece of
card-board or other material creased and the
sides bent up at anangle toeach other in the
form of the letter L, each side being creased
about the center longitudinally, the paper on
one side.of the crease being glued to the floor
G, and the othersidestanding nprightatright
angles thereto. Preferably I construct this
divider G H by creasing it at &, the short end
H being bent around at right angles with the
long end G.

The object of the game is to bring the ball
of quicksilver to the position shown in the
drawings, Fig. 1, and to cut off a small piece
thereof by means of the dividing device de-
scribed and then lodge this small piecein the
ball-holder 1, apparently supported by the
stick @ on the nose of the juggler. Then re-
peating the operation for Nos. 2, 3, 4, 6 and
finally lodging the remainder of the quick-
silver in the depression shown at 5, so as it
will appear to have been caught in the hand
of the juggler at that point. The fluid char-
acter of the quicksilver renders the direction
of its movements as aforesaid somewhat dif-
ficult, but interesting, the movement of the
quicksilver upon the board or floor C of the
‘apparatus being brought about by tilting the
apparatus held by its corners in the hands of
the operator or person playing the game. It
is obvious that the inclosed receptacle need
not be circular in form, though I prefer that
shape as not affording too many obstacles to
the free movement of the quicksilver, and it
is equally obvious that other illustrations
than that of a Japanese juggler or a Japan-
ese sunshade may be substituted for that
shown, the essence of the game apparatus or
puzzle being the provision in a shallow glass-
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covered receptacle containing afree globule of
mercury and having on the floor of said re-
ceptacle pockets or holes of a receiving and
dividing device secured to the floor of said
receptacle and consisting of upright sides ar-
ranged at an angle to each other to form a
containing device with sharp edges, whereby
the contained quicksilver may be cut or di-
vided into a number of parts corresponding
to the number of depressions, each part be-
ing in turn lodged within said depressions in
due order to constitute a game or puzzle.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desireto secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A game apparatus or puzzle consisting of a
shallow glass-covered receptacle, a free glob-

473,217

-ule of mercury contained therein, a receiv-
ing and dividing device secured to the floor
of said receptacle and consisting of upright
sides G II, arranged at an angle to each other
to form a containing device with sharp edges,
and holes or pocketsin the floor of the recep-
tacle, said parts being constructed, arranged,
and operating substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature this 11th day of Septem-
ber, A. D. 1891

FRANXK 1. FITHIAN.
Witnesses:

Joux R. NOoLAN,
C. W. Brck.
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