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This invention relates to a diaper clip, and more par-
ticularly to a device of this character for fastening swad-
dling clothes in overlapping layers about the waistline of
the infant.

The conventional safety pins employed for this purpose
are safe only when closed, but dangerous when in the
open position necessary for their application, being sub-
ject to accidental sticking of the body of the infant or the
fingers of the attendant with the point of the pin. Fur-
thermore, it is essential to the operation of the safety pin
that it penetrate the layers of the diaper, which operation
shortens the useful life of the garment.

Fasteners for other purposes are not suitable for dla-
pers. Paper clips for securing together thin sheets of
paper are too small and weak to effect sufficient grip to
hold together the circumferentially overlapping folds of
the diaper with the tightness desired to form a band -with
a snug comfortable fit to the waistline of the infant.

Clothespins are for securing wet wash in spaced re-
lation onto a clothesline, and depend on the presence and
thickness of the rope over which the cloth is folded for

their gripping action. There is no band forming, no cir-

cumferential tightness or body fitting comfort involved
in their use.

The main objects of the present invention are, there-
fore, to avoid the objections to safety pins, overcome the
inoperativeness of other fasteners, and to provide a dia-
per clip which can be applied without sticking the infant
or attendant, without penetrating the fabric of the diaper,
and which will grip the circumferentially overlapping
band forming layers of the diaper with sufficient tight-
ness to provide a snug and comfortable fit to the waist-
line of the infant.

According to the present invention the diaper clip is
formed of molded plastic material and comprises a solid
central depending lobe and a solid depending side lobe
extending laterally on each side of said central lobe, and
top loops connecting the upper ends of said side lobes
with the upper end of said central lobe. The inner edges
of the side lobes below said top loops converge down
into points in close proximiiy with the outer edges of the
intermediate portion of said central lobe to form localized
pinch grips therebetween. The side lobes extend from
the points of said pinch grips at the bottoms of said
loops and diverge laterally away from the lower portion
of said central lobe.

The clip may, therefore, be applied to said overlapping
band portions of the diaper with the central lobe in back
and the side lobes in front thereof and held in position
by both of said pinch grips. The front-to-back and
transverse resiliency of the clip gives the pinch grips suf-
ficient tightness to provide a snug fit to the waistline of
the infant.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an infant wearing a
diaper fastened by a clip according to the present inven-
tion;
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Fig. 2 is a plan view of the clip;

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the clip shown in Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a bottom plan view of the clip shown in Figs.
2 and 3;

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary elevation showing the first step
in applying the clip; .

Fig, 6 is a similar view showing a later step; and

Fig. 7 is a similar view showing an additional step.

The clip shown in the drawing comprises a central de-
pending lobe 16 and a laterally extending lobe on each
side thereof at 12 and 14. Top loops 15 and 16 are pro-
vided connecting the upper ends of the side lobes 12 and
14 with the upper end of the central lobe 10.

The inner edges of the side lobes 12 and 14 below the
top loops 15 and 16 converge downwardly into points in
close proximity with an intermediate portion of the cen-
tral lobe 10 to form pinch grips 17 and 18 therebetween,
and the side lcbes 12 and 14 extend from the bottoms of
the loops 15 and 16 and diverge laterally away from the
lower portion of the central lobe 10.

The central lobe 10 converges downwardly from the
pinch grips 17 and 18 forming a rounded point to facili-
tate insertion of the central lobe 10 behind the overlapped
diaper portions A and B. The side lobes 12 and 14 ex-
tend substantially in line with this rounded point, to
prevent the rounded point from discomforting the infant.

-The clip is one piece of flat material preferably a plastic
The central lobe 10 is solid as are the
side lobes 12 and 14. The central lobe 10 is provided
with smcoth barbs 19 and 20 above the pinch grips 17
and 18 to cooperate therewith to.resist removal of the
clip from the overlapped portions A and B of the diaper.
The solid side lobes 12 and 14 have their side faces.
roughened to increase the friction of the finger grip there-
of; preferably by a molded ornamental rosette such as
shown at 22.

in operation, as shown in Fig. 5, band forming portions
A and B of the diaper are overlapped as usual, and the
ciip is-grasped with the side lobe 14 between the thumb

" and middle finger, and the index finger on top of one or

both of .the top loops 15 and 16. Then the central lobe
10 is inserted in back of the overlapped diaper portions
A and B which now lie between the center lobe 10 and
the side lobe 14.

“Then, as shown in Fig. 6, the other side lobe 12 is
brought over the front. of the overlapped portions A and
B of the diaper, which now lic between the center lobe
10 and the side lobe 12. The overlapping portions A
and B are now held together by both pinch grips 17 and
18. The front-to-back and transverse resiliency of the
clip gives the pinch grips sufficient tightness to provide
a snug fit to the waistline of the infant.

As shown in Fig. 7, the infant’s shirt C is provided with
a hold-down tab D, which is pulled down and caught
under both side lobes 12 and 14, and preferably engaged
by both pinch grips 17 and 18.

What is claimed is:

1. For use upon an infant having a waistline, in apply-
ing thereto a diaper having end portions, by wrapping
the diaper around the wistline of the infant and bringing
the diaper end portions into overlapping relation thereof,
a diaper clip for fastening together overlapping portions
of the diaper forming a band about the waistline of the
infant, and formed of resilient plastic material compris-
ing a solid central depending lobe having an upper end
and symmetrical outer edges depending therefrom with
oppositely disposed symmetrical transversely projecting
points at an intermediate portion thereof and a solid
depending side lobe extending laterally on each side of
said central lobe and each having an upper end and an
inner edge depending therefrom, and top loops connect-
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ing the upper ends of the side lobes- with the upper.end. .

of said central lobe, the inner edges of the side-lobes be-

low said top loops converging down smoothly and sym-

mefrzcally into- close proximity with said transversely
projecting oppositely disposed points of the outer edges
of the intermediate portion of said central lobe to form
localized pinch grips therebetween, and said side lobes

extending from the pinch grips at the bottoms of said

loops and diverging laterally away from -the lower por-
tion of -said central lobe, whereby said clip may be ap-
plied to said overlapping band portions of the -diaper
with the central lobe in back and the side lobes.in front
thereof and held in position by both of said pinch grips

by the front-to-back and transverse resiliency of the clip-

with sufficient tightaess to prov1de a snug fit to the waist-
line of the infant. -
2. A diaper clip as claimed in’ clann 1 in- which l}l"

symmetrical outer edges of said’ central lobe below said:

top loops and above said oppositely disposed transversely

projécting points-at an intermediate portion thereof are.
providedrw,tn rounded barbs to cooperaie with the pinch-

grips- to resist removal of the clip from the overlapped
portions of the diaper.

-3, For use-upon an infant having a waistline, in apply-
ing thereto a diaper having ‘end portions, by wrapping
the diaper around the waistline of the infant and bring-
ing the diaper end portions into overlapping relation
thereof, a diaper clip-for fastening together overlapping
portions of the diaper forming a band about the waistline
of the infant, and formed of resilient solid plastic ma-
terial comprising a solid central depending Iobe having
an upper end and a solid depending: side lobe on each
side thereof and each having an upper end, and top loops

connecting said upper ends -of the side lobes with’said.
upper end of the central lobe, said central lobe having

outer side edges diverging down from said top loops into
oppositely disposed points at a wide portion of said cen»
tral lobe and comverging therebelow for a length into
a rounded point, said side lobes having inner edges con-
_verging down into close proximity with said oppositely

applied to -said overlappmg band poruons of the diaper
with -said lobes alternately in. back -and in front thereof
and held in position by both of said spaced apart pinch
grips by the front-to-back and transverse resiliency of the
clip with sufficient tightness to provide a snug fit of the
baud to the waistline:of the infant. ~

4. For use upon an infant having a waistline, in apply-

-.ing thereto a.diaper having end portions, by wrapping the

10

_diaper around the waistline of the infant and bringing

the diaper end portions into overlapping relation thereof,

- a diaper clip for fastening together overlapping portions
. of the diaper forming a band about the waistline of the
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disposed points to form spaced apart pinch grips there- -

between, and said side lobes extending away from said
pinch gnps and diverging laterally away from the lower
converging portion of said central lobe for a Iength the
length of said- side lobes away from: their pinch grips
being greater than the length of said central lobe below
said pinch grips, and the width of said side lobes in-
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creasing as they diverge to form thumb pieces for grasp- - k

ing and manipulating the clip, whereby said clip' may be
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infant, and formed of resilient solid plastic material com-
prising a solid central depending lobe having an upper
end and a solid uependmg Iobe on each'side theretof and

each having an upper end, and top loops connecting said

upper ends of the side lobes with ‘said upper end. of the
central lobe, ‘said: central lobe having -outer side -edges
diverging down from-said-top loops’ into oppositely “dis-

,poeed poxms at a wide portion of said central lobe and

converging therebelow for a length into a rounded pomt
said side lobes having inner edges converging down- into
close proximity with said opp051tcly disposed points' to

form spaced apart pinch grips therebetween;, and said side -

icbes extending away from said pinch grips and diverging
laterally away from the lower converging portion of said
central -lobe for a length, the léngth of said side lobes
away from their pinch grips being greater than the length
of said central lobe beléw said pinch grips; and the width
of said side ‘lobes increasing as they diverge to form
thumb pzeces and havmg surface prolectxons and inden-
tations to increase the friction for grasping and manipu-
lating the clip, whereby said clip may be applied to said
overfapp‘m ‘band portions -of the diaper with said lobes
alternately in back and in front thereof and held in posi-
tion by both of said spaced &part pinch grips by thie front-
to-back and transverse resiliency of the clip with suffi-
cient tightness to provide a snug fit of the band to the
qusthne of the mfant
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