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UNITED STATES

Patented June 30, 1908,

PATENT OF_FICE.

EDWARD PAYSON CUSHMAN, OF LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS:

BOOK-COVER PROTECTOR.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 732,624, dated June 30, 1908.
Application filed January 28, 1801 Serial No, 45,042, (No model.) v

To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, EDWARD PAYSON CUSH-
MAN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Lynn, in the county of Essex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Book-Cover Pro--

tectors; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same. :

My invention relates to book-cover protec-
tors, and has for its object to provide a pro-
tecting shield or.cover adapted 10" be slipped
on over the boards or covers of books and
secured thereon against accidental displace-
ment, s6 as to prevent injury or defacement

~of the books from rough or continuous use.

Briefly stated, the cover-protector invented
by me comprises a back section formed of a
sheet of flexible material, preferably a_soft
finished leather, though any suitable fabric
may be used, said section having at either
end a pocket, which is adapted to receive the
board or cover of a book, the inner flap or
side of the pocket being formed of a single
piece and covering the inside of the book
board or cover completely, the flap of one or
both of said pockets having a separable con-
nection with the back of the protector to ad-
mit of the ready insertion and removal of a
book.
~In the drawings which accompany and
form a part of this specification Ihave shown
a book-cover protector embodying my inven-
tion, the two forms of protector shown differ-
ing in some details of construction, as will
be pointed out.

The said drawings comprise Figure 1,
which is a perspective view of a protector
with a book in position in dotted outline;
Fig. 2, a perspective view of the protector
with the separable flap of the cover-receiving
pocket thrown back; Fig. 3, illustrating a
slightly different arrangement of flap; and
Tig. 4, which is a detail view of & portion of
the protector, illustrating a method of faster-
ing the flap portion of the pocket slightly dif-
ferent from that shown in the other views:

Referring to the drawings by numerals,
like numerals indicating like parts in the
several views, 1 indicates the back section of

the protector, which, as shown, is a single-

rectangular blank. At one end of said sec-
tion 1 is a pocket, preferably formed by a
blank or pocket section 2, formed of a single
piece and secured to section 1 at ifs outer
edge and its two ends by
other suitable manner. At the other end of
the back section 1 is a second pocket, formed
of a pocket-section 8 similar to the section 2,
which section .3 in the form of the invention
shown in Figs. 1 and 2 is stitched at its
outer edge and at one end to the said back
section 1, but having at its other end a free
flap 4, unattached to the gection 1 of the pro-
tector. I find it advisable torun the line of
stitches or other securing means a short dis-
tance along said unattached flap 4 from the
outer edge of the protector, as shown at 5,
thus giving a corner-pockeb whieh the cor-

ner of the book cover or board engages S0 as:

stiteching or in any’
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to maintain the book-cover in place, such'

corner - pocket not, however, being of such
depth as to hinder the removal of the cover
or board when the separable end flap 4 is
turned back, said pocket or closed corner
preventing the protruding of the corner of
the book board or cover and also prevexting
gaping of the protector ab the corner. -

The flap 4 is secured at its free corner to
the back 1 of the protector by any suitable
separable fastening device, and I find that a
shallow ball-and-socket fastener 8 is well
adapted for this purpose. ‘

In order that the edge of the book board
or cover at the open end of the protector hav-
ing the free flap 4 may no$ be exposed, I pref-
erably secure to the back section 1, beneath
said free flap 4, a narrow auxiliary strip or
flap 7 by stitching it to the said section 1, so
that when the book-cover is in place its end
edge will lie beneath said auxiliary strip or
flap 7 and be concealed and protected. I
preferably place one member of the separable
fastener 8 on said auxiliary strip 7, at the in-
ner end thereof, as shown, since I find this a
convenient arrangement, as it avoids cutting
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the outer section 1 and places the separable .

fastener in concealed position, so as not to de-
tract from the outward appearance of the pro-
tector. This is not essential, however, as the

fastener may be secured, if desired, directly
to the back-section 1, as shown in Fig. 4.
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The protector is applied to a book by slip-
ping one of the boards or covers of the book
into the closed pocket 2 and then laying the
other cover into the separable pocket 3, with
the end edge of the cover beneath the auxil-
iary strip 7, the free flap 4 being turned back
for this purpose. The flap 4 is then secured
in position by the fastener 8 and the protec-
tor is in place.

In Fig. 8 T have shown a form of protector
in whieh the pocket 9 is free at both ends,
cach inner corner being provided with sepa-
able fasteners 10, so that the whole flap 11 of
the pocket may be turned back, auxiliary
edge-protecting flaps 12 being provided at
each end, this form of protector being found
convenient for use in connection with certain
kinds of books—as, for example, with books
having-heavy stuffed covers.

It may be found desirable to use either form
of separable flaps on both pockets of the pro-

tector, and I have indicated, by dotted lines |

in Tig. 3, fasteners on the inner corners of
both pockets, and as this is a mere duplica-
tion of parts I consider such arrangement to
be within the scope of my invention. Iur-
thermore, it will be clear that the pocket-sec-
tions as well as the auxiliary strip or edge-
protecting flap may be formed infegral with
the back section and then folded inwardly to
position and secured in place instead of form-
ing them seperately, as shown, In fact, I do
not wish to be understood as limiting myself
to the details of construction shown and de-
scribed, as I have merely set forth one method
of carrying my invention into effect and do
not consider my invention restricted except
in so far as it is restricted by the terms of the
claims appended hereunto.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States, is—

1. A cover-protector for books comprising a
back section having a cover-receiving pocket
atone end permanently closed at its back and
ends; a cover-receiving pocket at the other
end of said back section formed of a single
piece permanently secured to said back sec-
tion at ifs back and one end and free along
its other end so as to form a fHap portion; and
means for separably securing said flap por-
tion to said back section at its inner corner.

2. Acover-protector for books comprising a
back section having a cover-receiving pocket
atoneend permanently closed at its back and
ends; a cover-receiving pocket at the other
end of said back section formed of a single
piece permanently secured to said back sec-
tion at its back and one end and free along
its other end so as to form a flap portion; and
means for separably securing said flap por-
tion to said baclk section at ils inner corner;
said free flap portion being sceured along a
portion of its length to form a closed corner.,

3. Acover-protector for hooks comprisinga
back section having a cover-receiving poclket

at one end permanently closed at its back and |

732,524

ends; a cover-receiving pocket at the other
end of said back section permanently closed
at its back and one end and partially closed
at its other end to form a closed corner, but
being free throughout the greater part of its
length to form a flap portion; means for sep-
arably securing the free flap portion of said
pocket tosaid back section; and an auxiliary
protecting-flap at the partially-closed end of
saild pocket beneath said free flap portion.

4. A cover-protector for books comprising a
back section; aninner flap portion formed of
a single piece secured to said Dback section,
said flap portion being free alongits end edge
and front and forming, with said back sec-
tion, a pocket to receive the book cover or
board; means for separably securing said free
portion of said flap to the said back section
at its inner cornmer; and an auxiliary, in-
wardly-turned, protecting-flap for the edge
of the book-board secured at the open end of
said pocket beneath said inner flap portion.

5. A cover-protector for books comprising a
back section 1; a pocket-section 2 formed of
a single piece permanently secured at its back
and its ends to said back section 1; a second
pocket-section 3 formed of a single piece per-
manently secured at its back and one end to
the other end of said back section 1; but being
open at its other end so as to provide the free
flap portion 4; an auxiliary edge-protecting
strip or flap 7 at the open end of the pocket
beneath said free flap portion 4; and a sepa-
rable fastening 8 to secure said free flap por-
tion 4 at its inner corner.

6. A cover-protector for books comprising a

back section 1; a pocket-section 2 perma-
nently secured at its back and ends to said
back section 1; a second pockefi- section 3
formed of a.single piece permanently secured
at its back and one end to said back section
1 and partially secured thereto at its other
end, as at 5, to form a closed corner, but
being open throughout the greater portion of
its length to form a free flap porfion 4; an
auxiliary protecting-flap 7 at the open end of
the pocket beneath the said free flap portion
4; and a separable fastener 8 to secure the
said fap portion 4 at its inner corner.
" 7. A cover-protector for books having a
back section provided with a cover-receiving
bocket, said pocket having a permanently-
closed back and a partially-closed end to form
a closed corner, but being open throughout
the greater part of its end to provide a free
flap portion, and means for separably secur-
ing the free flap portion of said pocket to
said back section at its inner corner.

8. A cover-protector for books having a
back section provided with a cover-receivin fiy
bocket, said pocket having a permanently-
closed back and a partially - closed end, to
form a closed corner, but being open through-
out the greater part of its end to provide a
free flap portion; means for separably secur-
ing the free flap portion to said back section;
and an auxiliary protecting flap or strip at
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the open end of said pocket beneath the free

. flap portion.

9. A cover-protector for books having a
back section provided with a cover-receiving
pocket, said pocket having a closed back and
a partially-closed end toform a closed corner,
but being open throughout the greater part
of its end to provide a free flap portion, an
auxiliary protecting-flap secured tosaid back
section at the open end of the pocket; and
separable fastening means to secure the free
flap portion of the pocket at its inner corner.

10. A cover - protector for books provided

3

with a cover-receiving pocket having aninner
flap portion formed of a single piece, said
pocket being open afiits front and one end but

15

‘permanently secured along its back and oppo-

site end; and an auxiliary, inwardly-turned,
protecting-flap lying between the sides of the
pocket. o

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD PAYSON CUSHMAN.
Witnesses: A o
~SarAH C. CUSHMAN, )

Maup I.. CUSHMAN.

20




