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PHILETUS WARREN GATES, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

CURTAIN FOR SLEEPING-BERTHS OF CARS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 551 ,954, dated December 24, 1895,
Application flled September 7, 1898, Serial No, 484,963, (No specimens.)

To all whomv it may concern:

Be it known that I, PHILETUS W ARREN
GATES, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Curtains for Sleeping-
Berths; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. ‘

My invention relates to improvements in
curtain attachments for sleeping-berths on
railway-trains; andits objectis toprovide im-
proved curtains for preventing the light from
alampin the car shining into the upper berth,
and afurther objectis to provide curtains that
can be readily adjusted at night and drawn
back out of the way during the day. Iattain
these objects by the peculiar construction and
combination of the devices, as will be herein-
after more particularly set forth and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a transverse section through a
sleeping-car to which my invention isapplied;
and Fig. 2 represents a front elevation of two
sleeping-berths, showing my arrangement of
the curtains on the upper berth.

A in the drawings represents the car-body;
B, the upper berth; C, thelower; D, the usual
front curtains, and E the light.

The fronts of the berths are covered by the
curtains D,which aresupported by rings upon
the curtain poles or rods d. The light E
usually shines directly into the upper berth
over the top of said poles d, and to obviate this
I provide my adjustable curtains F. These
curtains are constructed of any suitable flexi-

. ble curtain material of sufficient textile den-
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sity to exclude light, and are held in their ad-
Jjusted positions by weights alone. They are
supported in position underthe roof of the car
by rollers a’ a? a® suitably journaled so that
the curtains are held in position in proximity
tosaid roof. The curtainsare alsodrawn over
the top of the pole d when in their operative
position. Each curtain is provided at each

end with a weighted strip and balls £, re-
spectively, by means of which they are held
in theirseveral adjusted positions. Each cur-

tain is of such lerigth that when one end is

‘hanging over the rod d the weights of the op-

posite end will contact with the end roller a'.
The weights at the opposite end come in con-
tact with the roller ¢® when the curtdins are
pulled back,and thus preventthem from mov-
ingfarther. Therollers are placed asufficient
distance from the roof to allow the weighted
strips and balls on each end to pass them.

I provide two of my curtains to each upper
berth, so that the occupant can partly or
wholly shut out the light as he desires. Itwill
be seen that the position of the curtains are
such that they exactly intercept the light that
would shine into the berth from the lamp E.

By constructing the curtain T of proper
length and with weighted ends and arrang-
ingit withits rearend close tothe verticalside
wall of the car-body, they can be very conven-
iently manipulated by the occupant of the
berth for the admission of light; a like con-
venience of manipulation by the cccupant of
the berth is secured for placing the curtains
over the curtain-bar to exclude the light, and
while the benefits mentioned are obtained
the expense of applying curtains like F to
sleeping-carsis very slight,no material change
in the construection of the roof of the car being
required.

‘What I claim as my invention is—

1. The combination with a sleeping car
berth, curtain supporting means arranged
along the top of the same, a curtain passing
over said supports and provided with weights
at each end, whereby it isheld in any desired
adjusted position, substantially as described.

2. The combination with a sleeping car
berth, of rollers and a curtain forming a part
of the top of the berth and passing over said
roller, and suitable weights attached to the
respective ends of the curtain for holding it
in the desired adjusted position, substantially
as described.

- In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

PHILETUS WARREN GATES.

Witnesses:
RYERSON D. GATES,
HENRY W. HoOYT.
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