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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DANIEL J, HARDING, a
citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Louis, State of Missouri, have mvented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Signs,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act descnptlon reference bem<T had to the ac-
companying drawings, formm@ a part hereof.

My invention has relatlon to improvements
in signs, and especially street-signs; and it
consists in the novel arrangement and com-
bination of parts more fully set forth in the
specification, and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view of
a complete sign made in accordance with my
invention. FIO’ 2 is a rear view of the same.
Fig. 3is a sectlon on x & of Fig. 1,and Fig. 4
is a seetion on y ¥ of Fig.

The object of my 1nvent10n is to construet
a sign especially adapted for the street, which
will be durable and simple, and at the same
time cheap and easily manufactured.

To this end I have constructed 2 sign, which
in detail may be described as follows:

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents a
frame, prefelablv of -cast-iron, although I do
not limit myself to any partleular metal nor
do I wish to restrict the invention to cast
metal, since the frame might be struck from
sheet or similar metal. In the rear of the
frame 1 is formed a pocket for the reeception
of a suitable plate or board 2, the front sur-
face of which is to determine the character of
the letters which are to constitute the sign.
As seen from Figs. 1 and 3, the stenecil chax-
acters or letters are cast w1th the frame, the
edges 3 of each letter being beveled or in-
clined outwardly, so as to reduce to & mini-
mum the foreshortening of the letters in cases
where it is necessary to incline the sign to
better facilitate the reading of it by the pub-
lie. Moreover, the purposes of beveling the
edges of the letters are to inerease the amount
of lwht admitted to the surface of the enam-
eled plate and to cause the light from a
source of light which may be situated any-
where between the extended planes of the
beveled surfaces to beas effective as the light
from a source of light situated directly in
front of the sign. The pocketformed for the
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reception of the plate 2 is formed by a con-
tinuous flange 4 along the sides of the frame
and by lugs 5 5 and 6 6, suitably distributed
along Sdld flange, the sald Ings all lying in the
same plane, so “that the frame can be more
readily secured to a wall or surface designed
to hold the sign. Forming part of the flange
4 and in continuation with the lugs 6 are
outwardly-projecting ears 7, having suitable
openings or holes for the passage of screws or
nails, by means of which the sign is-secured,
said ears being in alignment with the lugs 7
of the pocket.

It is apparent that in order that the letters
or characters formed in the frame 1 shall be
conspicuous the surface which is to form the
background for the same should be of a char-
acter to absorb as little light as possible.
Accordingly, I form a layer of enamel 9. or
similar glazed or reflecting surface on that
side of the plate 2 which is to be placed ad-
jacent to the stencil characters of the frame,
as best seen in Fig. 3.

It is apparent that a sign constructed as
here indicated presents many advantages.
Itis easily manufactured; can be made light;
the plate 2, with its reflecting-surface or back-
ground 9, if lost, can be readily replaced; if
soiled, can be readily cleaned, and, on the
whole, is a most desirable sign, especially for
street purposes.

As seen from the drawings, and especially
from Figs. 2 and 3, the flange 4 is disposed
only along the bottom and sides of the frame,
thusallowing the plate 2, with its glazed layer,
to be readily removed for purposes of repair,
washing, &e.

Having described my 1nvent10n, what 1
claim is—

1. Thecombination with astencilplate hav-
ing upon one side beveled surfaces about the
characters therein, of a removable, enameled
and opaque reflecting plate in contact with
the other side of said stencil plate, the bev-
eled surfaces acting to admit to the reflecting
plate the maximum quantity of light, and a
wooden backing for the reflecting plate se-
cured to the stencil plate, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. In a street sign a suitable frame or plate
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having characters or letters cut therein, said
letters having outwardly ineclined or beveled
edges, a suitable pocket in the rear of the
frame formed by rearwardly projecting
5 flanges on three sides of the same and in-
wardly projecting lugs on said flanges, said
pocket containing a backing for the sign con-
sisting of a plate havingon its front side next:
the stencil a reflecting layer of glaze or

547,252

enamel, and outwardly projecting perforated 1o

ears in line with the end lugs of the pocket,
substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.

. DANIEL J. HARDING.

Witnesses:
LEE SALR,
C. F. KELLER.



