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101 When a user switches from a first access point to a
second access point, the second access point asks the
RAN management node to which the second access point
belongs about the session key of the user according to the
MAC address of the user on the wireless local area network
102 If the second access point finds the session key of the
user, bidirectional authentication of the user will not be
carried out and the session key will be used for encrypting
the session content for protection

(57) Abstract: Provided is a method for simplifying a wire-
less local area network authentication, a method, apparatus
and system for storing a session key. The method for simpli-
fying wireless local area network authentication comprises: a
first access point, after successtully completing bidirectional
authentication with a user, sending a session key of the user
and the media access control (MAC) address of the user on a
wireless local area network to a wireless radio access net-
work (RAN) management node for storage; when the user
switches from the first access point to a second access point,
the second access point asks the RAN management node to
which the second access point belongs about the session key
of the user according to the MAC address of the user on the
wireless local area network (101); and if the second access
point finds the session key of the user, bidirectional authen-
tication of the user will not be carried out and the session key
will be used for encrypting the session content for protection
(102). By means of the present invention, the number of
times bidirectional authentication is performed is reduced,
and both the delay in accessing access points on the wireless
local area network and the load on authentication servers in
the core network are reduced.
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