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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES C. BRIGHT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Shelbyville, in the county of Shelby and 
State of Kentucky, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Wire 
Hoop-Fastening Tools, of which the follow 
ing is a specification, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings. 
My invention is a device for use in twist 

ing wires, and more especially adapted for 
fastening wire hoops on tobacco hogsheads 
and the like. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

simple and practical device of this character 
which may be conveniently manipulated and 
which will effectively twist together two 
wire ends. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists of the novel construc 
tion, combination and arrangement of parts, 
hereinafter fully described and claimed, and 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings in 
which:- 

Figure 1 is a view illustrating the use of 
the invention: Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspec 
tive view of the body member or bar; Figs. 
3 and 4 are top and side views of the com 
plete tool provided with cam levers for 
clamping the wire ends. 
My invention relates to tools for engag 

ing the two ends of a wire hoop, or the ends 
of two pieces of wire, and to be rotated to 
twist the wire ends together; and said tool 
comprises a lever bar 1, provided with a 
straight central portion 1’, and off-set ends 
1, providing oppositely projecting handles 
2, and said straight central portion of the 
bar is provided with wire receiving open 
ings 3, in the line of the bar and extending 
therethrough. Said central portion is also 
provided with wire gripping levers 4, piv 
oted between said openings 3 and the off-sets 
1° of the lever bar 1, and said wire gripping 
levers 4 are provided with flattened en 
larged inner end portions which bear on said 
central portion of said bar and are provided 
with curved cam edges 7. The gripping le 
vers are provided with handles 6, which are 
arranged parallel with and closely adjacent 
to the off-sets 1 of the bar 1. The enlarged 
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end portions of the gripping levers 4 with 
the curved cam edges 7 are movable by 
means of their pivots, across the said wire 
receiving openings 3, in the straight portion 
of the lever bar to co-act with the edges of 
the openings in gripping the ends of the 
wire hoop. 
The use of the invention will be readily 

understood on reference to Fig. 1 in which 
I have illustrated a hogshead H surrounded 
by wire hoops W. When it is desired to 
apply one of the hoops the ends of the wire 

passed through the guide openings 3 in 
the bar and the latter is then turned to twist 
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the ends together as indicated at 0 in Fig. 1. 
When the wire ends are engaged by the 
clamping cams they will be effectively pre 
Vented from slipping during the operation. 

I have found in practice that my improved 
tool is exceedingly effective in accomplish 
ing the intended purpose and that it enables 
hogsheads and the like to be quickly and 
Securely wired. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed is: 
The herein described wire hoop fastening 

tool, comprising a lever bar formed with a 
Straight central portion and off-set ends pro 
Viding oppositely projecting handles, the 
straight central portion of said bar having 
wire-receiving openings in the line of the 
bar and extending therethrough, and wire 
gripping levers pivoted between said open 
ings and the off-set ends of the bar, said 
Wire gripping levers having flattened en 
larged inner end portions which bear on said 
central portion of Said bar and are pro 
vided with cam edges, the handles of said 
gripping levers being parallel with and ad 
jacent to the off-sets of the bar, said en 
larged end portions of said levers being mov 
able with their curved cam edges across the 
said wire-receiving openings in the lever bar 
to coact with the edges of the openings in 
gripping the ends of the wire hoop. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES C. BRIGHT. 
Witnesses: 

JoHN GUTHRIE CHILTON, 
ELIZABETH. M. ENRIGHT. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.” 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 


