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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 656,904, dated August 28, 1900.
Appligation filed December1,1899, Serial No. 738,765, (o model:

To all whom it may concern:

Be itknown that I, THOMAS M. PLETCHER,
a citizen of the United States, residing atIn-
dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Capo Tastos; and 1
do declare the following to bea full, clear,and
exact deseription of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to the class of devices
that are used in connection with guitars and
like stringed musieal instruments for elamp-
ing all the strings to the finger-board to tem-
porarily raise the pitch of the tones to a
higher key; and the objects of my invention
are to provide such appliance of simple and
improved form, which may be cheaply man-
ufactured, so as to be furnished at a price
within the means of the masses, and which
shall be adapted to be folded when not in use
into a small ecompass, so that it may be read-
ily carried conveniently in a pocket of one’s
clothing.

The invention consistsin a padded string-
pressure bar, a hinged clasp, and a hinged
spring-binder, all of new and novel form of

- construction and of novel combination and
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arrangement, as will be more particularly
described hereinafter and pointed out in the
claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 repre-
sents a perspective view of my complete in-
vention, showing the device as it appears
when folded to be portable; Fig. 2, a side ele-
vation showing the same as being unfolded
ready for use; Kig. 3, a plan view showing
the device opened out to its full length, ex-
posing the inner surfaces; and Fig. 4, a trans-
verse sectional view of a guitar-neck and
showing my invention in elevation as it ap-
pears when in use upon a neck of medinm
dimensions, it being adapted to fit both
larger and smaller sizes than that indicated.

Similar letters of reference designate simi-
lar parts in the several figures of the draw-
ings.

In construction the string pressure-bar A

is made of somewhat similar shape and sizes
as those heretofore produced, in that it is
adapted to extend across a finger-board and
bear upon all the strings simultaneously
without springing, and is provided at the
underside with a pad D, preferably composed
of cork, snitably cemented or otherwise at-
tached to the bar, which I preferably make
of either stiff brass or sheet-steel, and is ap-
proximately of the shape shown. One end
of the bar is bifurcated and turned over as
eyes ¢ to receive a hinge-pin d, and to thisis
attached a clasp B, made similarly to the bar,
but shorter, and having an eye b at one end
fitting into the bifurcated end of the bar, the
connection being substantially a hinge. The
free end of the clasp is preferably turned
over to form a finger-hold, as at e, and inter-
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mediately of the ends is a series of apertures, -

as B/, B2, B3, preferably oblong and extending
transversely of the member. - The opposite
end of the bar A has an arm A'; formed by
bending the bar, as at &, at an acute angle
near the end, and the end of the arm has eyes
f similar to those at the other end of the bar
A to receive a hinge-pin 7. Both the arm A’
and the clasp B may be curved slighfly if de-
sired, so as to conform to the curvature of a
guitar-neck in transverse section.

The spring-binder C is made of spring-
steel, tempered, preferably of the same width
as the bar A, and is comparatively thin and
extremely elastic, being rectangular and ob-
long in cross-section, having parallel plane
faces somewhat of the character of an ordi-
nary clock-spring, but is normally straight
and oblong in plan except at its free end,
which is of reduced width, as at T, so as to
fit into the apertures E' E* E% and the ex-
tremity ! is curved downwardly as a catch
to prevent its accidentally sliding out of the
apertures described. The opposite end of
the binder has an eye & engaging the pin 2,
thus forming a hinge with the eyes /. When
desired, a pad may be attached to the binder
to prevent abrasion of the bottom of the gui-
tar-neck, but as constructed I find this an
unnecessary expense, as I finish all the me-
tallic parts smoothly and then nickel-plate
them, and it will be noticed that by reason
of the peculiar arrangement of the parts the
binder simply bears against the bottom of
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the neck without any abrading or sliding
movement thereof whatever. The abrasion
is prevented partly because of the fact that
the bearing-surface is a plane face or flat in
distinction from those binders which are
formed of strands of wire curved or vari-

ously coiled and having but a narrow bearing .

and partly because the hinge prevents both
longitudinal and lateral horizontal movement
of the binder relatively to the neck,

In practical use the bar A is placed across
the top of the finger-board @&, the pad D rest-
ingupon the stringsI. Thespring-binder Cis
then swung under the neck I, and its free
end pressed npwardly with sufficient force to
slightly bend the binder somewhat, as indi-
cated in IMig. 4, and the clasp B is then moved
against the end / and the latter permitted to
enter that one of the apertures in the clasp
which may be most suitable to maintain the
desired tension, the shoulders j providing a
stop againsy the inner face of the clasp. By
a reverse manipulation the device may be as
quickly removed as it is applied. All parts
are thus positive in action and cannot get
out of order. Therefore a reliable appliance
may always be at hand when required for
instant use, and such a c¢apo tasto may be
used interchangeably upon all sizes from the
smallest to the largest instruments commonly
in use.

Having thus described my invention, what
Lclaim asnew, and desire to seeure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A capo tasto counsisting of a string pres-
sure-bar provided at one end with a depend-
ing integral arm and at the opposite end with
an apertured clasp hinged thereto, and a
binder hinged to the depending arm.

2. A capo tasto consisting of three mem-
bers, two of which are hinged to opposite ends

of the third member and having their free
ends adapted to interlock one with the other.

3. A capo tasto consisting of a string pres-
sure-bar, a clasp hinged thereto and adapted
to fold over against the pressure-bar, and a

binder hinged to the opposite end of the pres--

sure-barand adapted to also fold over against
the pressure-bar.

4. In a capo tasto, the combination with
the pressure-bar, of a clasp hinged at one end
thereof and provided with a series of aper-
tures therethrough, and a spring-binder hav-
ing parallel oblong plane faces and adapted
to engage the apertures in the clasp.

5. In a capo tasto, the combination with
the pressure-bar, of an oblong spring-binder
having parallel plane faces thronghout and
hinged at one end thereof, and a clasp hinged
at the opposite end of the pressure-bar adapt-
ed to engage the free end of the binder.

6. In a capo tasto, the combination of the
pressure-bar provided with the depending in-
tegral arm having the part of a hinge at the
end thereef, the binder consisting of an ob-
long spring-steel plate having substantially-
parallel plane faces and an eye at one end
thereof and hinged to said hinge portion of
the pressure-bar and provided at its opposite
end with the reduced turned-down portion
forming a catch, a clasp hinged at the oppo-
site end of the pressurc-bar and provided
with the apertures adapted io receive said
cateh, and the pad attached to said pressure-
bar, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I altix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

TIIOMAS M. PLETCIIER.

Witnesses:
W, C. THOMPSON,
E. T. SiLvivs.
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