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(57) Abstract: Provided is a technology which enables the improvement of plasma uniformity in a parallel plate plasma
processing apparatus that has a plasma excitation frequency in the VHF band or in the UHF band. A plasma processing
apparatus according to one exemplary embodiment of the present invention is provided with: a processing container; a
stage which is provided within the processing container; a dielectric plate which is provided above the upper surface
of the stage with a space within the processing container being interposed therebetween; and an upper electrode which
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is provided above the dielectric plate. This plasma processing apparatus is configured such that: an air gap is provided
between the upper electrode and the dielectric plate; and the width of the air gap is not uniform in the direction in which
the dielectric plate extends.
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