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~ 1 Claim,
1

This invention 1e1ates to a helnm, support or
truss.

One important object of the present invention
is to provide a novel truss design whereby a
cup support for the scrotum may be readily
formed, and which wil]l comfortably and protec-
tively enclose the serotum,

Another important object is to provide a truss
design readily formed from identical front and
back pieces, between which is interposed a spe-
cially formed pad which will not only apply pres-
sure to the ruptured portion of the abdomen,
but will also protect surrounding portions of the
abdominal tract, whereby to adapt the truss par-
ticularly for use by athletes.

A still further important object is to provide
a truss construction which will meet the desir-
able aims set forth above, but will nevertheless
be capable of manufacture at relatively low cost
and will be durable and simple in construction.

With the foregoing and other objects in view
which will appear as the description proceeds,
the invention consists of certain novel details of
construction and combination of parts, herein-
after more fully described and pointed out in
the claim, it being understood that changes may
be made in the construction and arrangement of
parts without departing from the spirit of the
invention as claimed.

Referring to the drawings,

Fig. 1 is a rear view of the truss, before forma-~
tion of the scrotal cup.

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, the upper
portion of the truss being broken away, the cup
being completely formed.

Fig. 3 is a section taken substantially on line
3—3 of Fig. 2.

Referring fo the drawings in detail, the truss
comprises back and front pieces generally desig-
nated | and 2, and which can be formed of any
suitable material, such as duck, leather, or plas-
tic. In any event, the front and back pieces are
of identical formation, and are superposed with
their edges in registry, being stitched together
through their entire peripheries.

Considering the formation of the back piece |
as an example, this is provided at its upper end
with laterally and upwardly inclined wings 3, and
with g slightly concaved top edge 4. 'The lower
edges of the wings 3 merge into the inwardly
curved side edges 5, which cooperate to narrow
the truss as to width substantially intermediate
the upper and lower ends thereof.

Below the narrowed medial portion of the truss,

there is formed a cup portion 6 having a con-
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t1nuously curved edge and formed centrally W1th
a-slot T of wide formation, extendmg upwaldly
from the bottom edge.of the cup support, along
a lme extending, vertically and centrally of the
truss.

Secured between the stitched-together top
edges of the front and back pieces are spaced
loops 8 for conneotlon to a belt or the like, not
shown.

In the wings 3 I form slots 9, the slot 9 of
one wing being adapted to receive a-belt 18
adapted to pass around the thigh of the wearer,
the belt 10 being connected at its other end to
the scrotal support, in which is provided at one
side a slot 11, a similar slot { | being formed in
the other side of the scrotal support, receiving
one end of a belt 12 that also passes through the
other slot 9, passing around the other thigh of
the wearer.

Disposed medially between opposite sides of the
support, adjacent the upper end of the support,
I provide in the present instance a pad 13 gen-
erally circular in configuration, adapted to exert
pressure againsgt the ruptured portion. The pad
13 can be formed of felt, leather, or any other
suitable material. The pad 13 is a raised portion
of an intestinal protective pad {4 which com-
pletely surrounds the pad {3 and is integral there-
with, but which is lower in height, as readily
seen from Fig. 3. The intestinal protective pad
{4 is widest at its upper end, tapering to its
lower end, the lower end of said protective pad i4
being formed with an indentation 15 of inverted
V-shape located immediately above centrally dis~
posed opening 16, through which the penis pro-
jects

The provision of the slot T previously described
herein defines approximately triangular lapping
portions, the area of overlap of which is desig-
nated by chain dotted lines 11, said lapping por-
tions being designated I8. The lapping portions
I8 of the scrotal support are lapped in the man-
ner shown in Fig, 2, and thereby impart to the
scrotal support the desired cup-like formation de-
signed to give protective and comfortable support
to the scrotal sac.

After the portions I8 have. been lapped, they
are stitched in place, and this wil] complete the
formation of the truss.

In practice, it has been found that a truss
formed in the manner described above acts ef-
fectively to apply desired pressure to a ruptured
portion, while at the same time applying a, lighter
but desirable pressure to the surrounding in-
testinal area, an arrangement which has been
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found to be particularly of value to those en-
gaged in athletic endeavors, but which is also of
value to any person required to wear a truss.
Additionally, the méans whereby the scrotal cup
support is formed has been found to reduce ma-
terially the necessary manufacturing cost, and
permits the formation of the scrotal support so
that it can be cupped shallowly or deeply, accord-
ing to the needs of the particular wearer.

What is claimed is: -

A truss comprising front and back pieces of
identical configuration and formed from flexible
material, said front and back pieces being stitched
together throughout their peripheries, there being
oppositely extended side wings formed upon said
pieces at the upper end thereof, a medially lo-
cated pad disposed between said pieces adjacent
the upper end thereof, said pad having a high
center portion adapted to apply pressure to a
ruptured area and a, lower porfion surrounding
said higher portion ahd design to give protection
to portions of the intestinal tract surrounding the
ruptured area, the low portion of said pad being
widest at its upper end and tapering downwardly.
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and being formed with an indentation of inverted
V-shape at its lower end, and a cup-like scrotal
support at the lower end of said pieces, said
scrotal support comprising partially overlapped
cup portions secured together to define a cup of
selected depth.

JOHN CALABRESE.
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