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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES C. SMITH, of
Exeter, in the county of Fillmore and State of
Nebraska, have invented a new and useful
Improvementin Indexes, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

The object of the invention is to provide a
new and improved index designed for tem-
porary use on the leaves of a book to indi-
cate the character of the leaves, the index
being arranged to permit of moving it from
leaf to leaf as an account progresses, the in-
dex being also very serviceable in indexing
shifting accounts of a general ledgerand other
account-bools.

The invention consists of certain parts and
details and combinations of the same, as will
be fully described hereinafter and then point-
ed out in the claims.

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
provement as applied. Fig. 2is an enlarged
perspective view of the improvement. Fig.
3 is a side elevation of a modified form of the
improvement, and Fig. £ is an enlarged sec-
tional plan view of the improvement as ap-
plied.

The improved index is provided with a clip
A and a tab B, of which the former is made
of a single piece of spring metal bent over so
as to form the sides A’ and A? arranged par-
allel one to the other and asuitable distance
apart, as plainly indicated in Fig. 4. The
free ends of the sides A’ and A? are formed
with inwardly-extending jaws A% and Af, re-
spectively, normally. contacting with each
other and adapted to engage and clamp the
leaf C, a portion of which extends between
the sides A’ and A% as indicated in Fig. 4.

The tab B is preferably made of leather or
like flexible material and is also bent over to
form two sides, of which the front ends B
and B*extend over the sides A’ and A2 of the
clip, the said portions being fastened to the
elip by a suitable adhesive substance or other
means. Thus the parts B’ and B? form a
cover for the metallic clip. The remaining

portions B® and B* of the tab extend out-
wardly from the bend of the clip A, and the

space between these portions B3 and B* con-
tains a filling D of suitable material, the fill-
ing being secured in place by stitches K or
other means.

On the portions B® and B* are printed,
stamped, or otherwise marked the character
or characters forming the title of the account
or the like, so that when the index is applied
on the leaves C, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4,
the title can be conveniently read, it being
understood that the tab forms a tag.

By the arrangement described the clip can
be readily engaged with the leaves C of the
book to securely hold the index in place at
any desired point along the margin of the
leaf, as indicated in Fig. 1, and the index can
be readily removed whenever desired and
placed on another page of the book or onto a
page of another book. Thus the index is
very serviceable for indexing shifting ac-
counts of a general ledger or other account-
book.

It will also be seen that the jaws cannot
injure or tear neighboring leaves, and as the
projecting tab is very flexible it will readily
yield if struck or pushed by the operator, and
consequently the leaf will not be injured.
As the tab is stitched around the edge, it is
not liable to curl or voll up. 'The index as
arranged is not liable to mar or injure the
leaf in any way, as there are no projecting
partsorends. Theindexes may beof various
shapes or sizes, as indicated in Figs. 2 and 3.

The bend in the clip A prevents the latter
from slipping too far on the leaf, and the con-
tact of the bend with the edge of the leaf
firmly holds the index in place.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. As a new article of manufacture, an in-
dex consisting of a metal clip having spring-
Jaws, and a flexible tab secured to the clip
forming a cover for the same and projecting
therefrom, the projecting portion of the tab
forming a tag, substantially as shown and de-
seribed.

2. An index, comprising a clip made of a
single piece of spring metal bent upon itself
and formed at its free ends with inwardly-
extending jaws normally contacting with each
other, and a tab made of flexible material and
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bent upon itself, the said tab engaging with
part of its free ends the outer surface of the
clip and secured thereto forming a cover for
the same, the remaining portion of the flexi-
ble tab projecting from the clip, substantially
as shown and described.

3. An index, comprising a clip made of a
single piece of spring metal bent upon itself
and formed at its ends with jaws adapted to
engage the article to which itis applied, a tab
made of flexible material and bent upon itself,
the end portions of the tab extending over
the clip and secured thereto forming a cover
for the same, the remaining portions of the
tab extending outwardly from the bend of
the clip and connected to each other by stiteh-
ing, substantially as shown and described.

4. An index, comprising a clip made of a
single piece of spring metal, bent over and
formed at its ends with a pair of inwardly-
extending jaws normally contacting with each
other and adapted to engage and clamp the
leaf of a book, a tab made of a flexible mate-
rial and bent over to engage with part of its
free ends the said clip forming a cover for
the same, and a filling secured in the said tab
and extending between the bend of the elip
and the bend of the tab, substantially as
shown and described.

CHARLES C. SMITIL.

- Witnesses:
W. H. WALLACE,
S. P. ROGERS.
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