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1

This invention relates generally to improve-
ments in sanitary receptacles and pertains par-
ticularly to an improved underground unit where-
in garbage may be stored pending collection.

A principal object of the present invention is
to provide a covered receptacle or chamber, so
designed as to prevent the escape of odors and
to be dog and cat proof, which is disposed en-
tirely below the surface of the ground with a
flush type hinged metal cover so that the re-
ceptacle may be installed in a sidewalk, neutral
ground, or roadway where the garbage is readily
accessible for collection.

Another object of the invention is to provide

an underground garbage storage unit consisting :

of a reenforced concrete housing having an open
top, fitted to receive, and to which is securely
affixed, a metal ring or flange with a hingedly
connected metal cover which, when in closed

position, may rest upon the top edge of such ring -

to form a tight closing contact flush with the
surface of a sidewalk, neutral ground, or road-
way.

Anocther object of the invention is to provide

an improved garbage storage receptacle which -

may be readily installed in the ground, sidewalk
or roadway in areas in front of residences or
stores where it is inconvenient to place cans or
other receptacles, which, at the present time,
‘are employed to store garbage awaiting collec-
tion, and stand upon the surface of the ground,
the present garbage storage receptacle being de-
signed to lie entirely below the surface of the
ground and house a conventional type can, the

receptacle being also designed with a hinged -

flat metal cover flush with the surface of the
sidewalk, roadway, or neutral ground, so designed
that it will fall closed of its own weight and
present no dangerous obstruction or unlevel sur-
face to stumble over.

Another objeet of the invention is to provide
a garbage storage receptacle consisting of a ta-
pered cylindrical container with a hinged flat
metal cover and convex bottom, designed to lie
entirely below the surface of the ground with
the flat metal cover level with the surface and
designed to recelve and store a conventional
type garbage can, which may be removed, emptied
and replaced when the garbage is collected.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a sub-surface garbage storage receptacle with
an inner container in which garbage may be
placed, and provided with a hinged flat metal
cover. of such strength as to meet the surface
load requirements and present no obstruction in
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a sidewalk, neutral ground, or roadway, which
may be installed in any. location conveniently
situated for the collection of garbage and thus
eliminate the garbage can from. sight, the odors
from same, and the possible scattering of the
garbage by dogs, cats or other animals. o

The invention will be best understood from a
consideration of the following detailed descrip-
tion taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings forming a part of the specification, with
the understanding, however, that the invention
is not confined to a strict conformity’ with the
showing of the drawings but may be changed
or modified so long as such changes or modifi-
cations mark no material departure from the
salient features of the invention as expressed
in the appended claims.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a view in top plan of a garbage
disposal unit constructed in accordance with the
present invention, showing the cover or lid in
open position. .

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view taken sub-
stantially on the line 2—2 of Figure 1 and show-
ing a portion of the surrounding ground struc-
ture.

Figure 3 is a fragmentary detail section on a
vertical plane and on an enlarged scale, the
planer section corresponding to that of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a fragmentary top plane of a por-
tion of the cover and attached metal rim showing
the hinge connection.

Figure 5 is a fragmentary detail through a por-
tion of the cover showing the countersunk lift-
ing ring.

Referring now more particularly to the draw-
ings, it will be seen upon reference, particularly
to Pigure 2, that in the construction of the pres-
ent invention there is provided in the earth 10
a hole 11 of suitable depth and diameter, in the
bottom part of which is placed a layer of gravel
12 of suitable depth.

Disposed within the hole {1, to rest upon the
layer or bed 12 of gravel, is an open top receptacle
or bucket which is generally designated 13 and
which is formed or molded of concrete, the side
and bottom walls, {4 and 15 respectively, being
of substantial thickness as shown.

The bottom {5 slopes slightly toward the cen-
ter, as shown in Figure 2, and has formed there-
through the drainage opening 16.

Secured in the top of the wall 14 is a metal
ring or flange 1T which may be formed of steel,
aluminum, or any other suitable material, and
the top side of this ring or flange is exposed
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and the ring or flange rests on the top edge of
the wall (4. However, the entire concrete re-
ceptacle I3 lies slightly below the grade line 18
so that the top side of the ring or flange 1T is
flush with the grade line (8.

Embedded centrally in the wall 14 and in the
bottom (5 is a reenforcing fabric 11’ of suitable
weight reenforcing wire.

The numeral 20 generally designates the lid
or covers fory the: embedded conereté:receptaclé
13 whi¢H- i§ Hingedly joined to the metal ring
or flange (1 by a hinge unit which is generally
designted 21. This hinge unit 2i includes two

spaced lug members 22, of suitable: strength;.

formed integrally with the underside of the lid
or cover 20. Also forming a part®of ‘the hinge

structure 21 is a hinge box.which is:formed by:

providing an offset recess 23 upon the inner pe-

riphery of the ring i1, which recess is bordered’

at opposite sides by the ears 24 which extend
downwardly:into a recessed area:28q..formed:in
the:conerete well: [ 41of:the: receptacie: 13: The
lugs: 22: which: lie: betweern.the: ears 24; are. cast
on..a: straight: tongue portion: 25; which: projects
from: the: periphery: of: the :lid orr cover. 28rand
which fits:inton thez cut-out: or recessed area:23
as:shown:im: Figurer 4:. These-lugs: 22/ are: piv-
otally:-jeined:to: ther adjacent ears by pivot:pins
264 whichiarezpreferablys formed:of . bronze:

As .shown. in detailtin Bigure: 37 the: straight
back:edge -portion:ofithe tongue:25: which .forms
a: parti oft the: lid: or- cover: is: beveled: as: indi-
cateth at 25’ and the straight: portion or: wall
of:'the: recess: 23;. which: extends from one: side

of! ther recesss tos the other,.is: undercut to.form 35

thezstomp:shioulder: 2T; . against>which: the: beveled
edge 25’ of the tongue 25:abuts:zwhenithe: cover
is closed. When the cover issopened the:top
edgeof: thisssheulder: 21:is contacted by the:top

surface: of: tHe: cover: axids prevents:. the: cover

frombeing: openedito:aistraight:vertical position:
Preferably the construction is such:.aszto pre=
vent the:cover from-opening:more than- 86° al-
though, it is:to- bel understood; that:the: inven-
tiomis not limited:tonthisrspecific: angle:.

The ring or flange (1 is secured to the. top
edge of! the: concrete receptacle 13: by counter-
sunk. ffat: Head® serews 28 which- are passed
through apertures:29iin-the:rim and ‘are-threaded
into:leadinserts 30; embeddeéd in the concrete ma-
terial)

The top side of the ring or flange: | 1"is‘Tecessed
ifom tHe:inner edge:to provide:a:flat’shoulder 31
upon - which> the- cover 207 rests, the: outside bor=
dering inclined or beveled wall 32 of which is
contactéd’ By the: correspondingly- beveled ' edge
3370f: tHecover:-20% By this arrangement’there
is=provided’a- tight fit"between the cover around
its periphery and'the:rim or flange-which is se-
cured’ to- the- top- of* the: concrete: receptacle: 13:

For: the: purpose: of " strengthening - thie: cover
20 without adding materiallyto the weightthere-
of; the" undérside: of the cover  is' formed' with
the integral cross webs 34

As will"He  readily apparent' upon-examination
of Figure-2; the lid:or:cover. 1T, when-in closed
position, is flush with the grade.line 18 of the
sidewalk, neutral ground,,or roadway. in which
the receptacle 13.is sunk..
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The numeral 35 designates the lift handle for
the lid or cover IT1. This handle is here shown
as a U-bolt free to swing in an arc of 180 de-
grees and lie flat in a counter-sunk position in
a recess 36 provided in the lid or cover IT.

As will be readily apparent, the sunken con-
crete receptacle 13 is designed to have placed
therein a suitable metallic receptacle 37 in which
waste material may be placed. Such a metallic
receptacle:is, of.course, provided with the usual
Handles 38 or other suifable means to facilitate
removing it from the sunken receptacle for emp-
tying.

From:the: foregoing it will be readily apparent
that there is provided in the present invention
a  novel* garbage storage receptacle means for
residential. and: commercial properties, which
eliminates the usual garbage can from above
ground, placing it underground in such a man-
ner that the contents thereof cannot be reached
and' scattered: bywstiay. animals; and: under -all
conditions: can: be kKept: tightly covered. to. pres
vent the diffusien:of 'any rodors: which  might de-
veloprin:the receptacler

I claim::

1. An-underground:garbage storage unit, com-
prising: as. bucket: like : receptacle: formed’ of: con-
crete -and having: a .circular-side: wall .and:a:bot+
tom: wall; the: receptacle: being open at its top
arid designed fto be: buried: with: thie: open . top
slightly below ground:iével; a:metal ring:secured
tothe: top-of the: receptacle with-its top surface
flush with the ground level, said ring having-its
top:surface=cubzawayr atotherinner. edge torxform
a:circular shoulder; means:formed:integral. with
said ring: and’ projecting: below ' said: shoulder
forming a box<having: spaced- parallel” ears, the
shoalder having am:outwardlyrsléping encircling
wall). a: cover: plate: adapted: to:rest upon. said
shonlder: and. Having anbeveled: edge-adapted:to
haver tight! contactt with: said: sloping: wall, de=
vending: lugs: carried: by the cover plate- and
each disposed adjacent to the inner side of.an
ear, . pivotmembers:connecting the:lugs: and-the
adjacent. ears,. the: ring having an. undercut
shoulder betweensaid:ears, and: the:cover'plate

etween . .the-lugs having:a beveled edge designed
to contact tightly, with: said- undercut. shoulder
when the:cover- is: closed..

2:. An:underground’garbage: storage unit.of the
character:stated:in claim:1, inmwhich said shoul-
der has-an.inwardly directed edge; and:the-said
pivots: for: the cover: are: posifioned’ relative to
said .edge:to-limit:the:open position of:the. cover
to less’ tHan 90" degrees-from’ the horizontal:
CHARLES L, DAVIS, Jr.
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