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5 Claims.

This invention relates to envelopes and more
particularly to a novel opening means therefor.

One of the objects of my invention is to pro-
vide an envelope of symmetrical shape which 'is
so constructed that a portion thereof may be torn
off along a predetermined line to entirely open
an end of the envelope.

Another object of my invention is to prov1de
an envelope of the character described which may
be opened without the use of a cutting implement,
such as for example the usual dagger type letter
opener.

Still another object of my invention is to pro-
vide an envelope of the character described which
may be conveniently opened in a neat manner
without injuring the letter or other contents of
the envelope.

Still another object of my invention is to pro-
vide an envelope of the character described which
is economical to manufacture, simple to close or
open, and highly efficient for the purposes set
forth.

Other objects of my invention will in part be
obvious and in part hereinafter pointed out.

My invention accordingly consists in the fea-
tures of construction, combinations of elements,
and arrangement of parts which will be exem-
plified in the construction hereinafter described,
and of which the scope of application will be in-
dicated in the claims.

The present application is a continuation in
part of my co-pending application for Envelope,
Serial No. 228,610 filed September 6, 1938.

In the accompanying drawing, in which are
shown various possible embodiments of my in-
vention,

- Fig. 1 is an inside face view of the blank from
which an envelope embodying my invention may
be formed;

Fig. 2 is a rear view of the envelope subsequent
to a folding step during assembly thereof;

Pig. 3 iz a rear view of a completely folded
envelope;

Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken along the line
4—4 of Fig. 3 and explanatory of the light at-
tachment between the opening tab and the body
of the envelope; and

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary inside face view of an
envelope blank embodying a modified form of
my invention.

In general I accomplish the stated objects of
my invention by providing the walls of the enve-
lope with a pair of integral tabs which are ad-
hesively secured to each other during the assem-
bly of the envelope to form an opening tab, and
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by slightly securing the opening tab to the body
of the envelope prior to mailing.

Referring now to Figs. 1 through 4, I have there
shown an envelope blank 0 constructed in ac-
cordance with my invention and comprising a
front portion {{ and a back portion {3 integrally
joined thereto along & fold line 12. Integrally
joined to the front portion ([ along a fold line
i4 is a sealing flap 15 having a gummed areg (6
adjacent its marginal edges, as is usual in this
art. The front portion {1 is also provided with a
pair of flaps 17 and I8 which are integral with
said front portion and are joined thereto along
fold lines 19 and 20, respectively. Said flaps 17
and 18 are provided in a manner similar to the
sealing flap 15 with gummed areas 21 and 22, re-
spectively, disposed along their marginal edges.
The back portion 13 is provided on at least one
of its edges with an integral back flap 23 at-
tached along a fold line 24, which, when the
back portion 13 is folded along the line 12 so
as to be superimposed on the front portion I{,
will be substantially coincident with the fold line
18, joining one of the front flaps 17 to the front
portion 1, as clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 3.

To make up an envelope from the blank 10, the
back portion 13 is first folded about the fold line
12 so as to be superimposed upon the front por-
tion 1 and the flap 23, then folded over so as to
lie flat against the rear face of the envelope, as
shown in Fig. 2. The gummed areas 21 and 22
are then rendered adhesive and folded over to
lie flat upon the rear surface of the envelope.
At this time the front flap I8 will become ad-
hesively secured to the rear.face of the back por-
tion 13 so as to close off and seal that end. The
other front flap 1T will become adhesively se-
cured to the back flap 23 to form an assembled
or unitary tab, hereinafter referred to as the
“opening tab,” which facilitates the opening of
the envelope at that end in a manner soon to
be described.

In accordance with my invention the front
and rear flaps 1T and 23 are so constructed and
arranged that when the flap 17 is adhesively se- .
cured to the flap 23 in the manner hereinabove
described, a relatively small portion of the
gummed area 21, although superimposed over the
flap 23, will not be adhesively secured thereto but
will be free to become adhesively attached to the
rear surface of the back portion {3. Said adhe-
sive portion may comprise a plurality of small
spaced areas or spots which form an easily broken
attachment between the opening tab and the
body of the envelope. To this end I may provide
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the back flap 23 with a plurality of perforations
25 adapted to be so disposed as to be in registry
with the gummed area 21 after the envelope
blank is assembled by folding. Said perforations
are spaced from each other and their combined
size 13 only a small part of the total area of the
gummed portion 21.

In this manner, it will be seen that although
the back and front flaps 1T and 23 are firmly
jolned together to form a unitary opening tab,
the opening tab will be only slightly attached to
the back portion I3 and may be readily detached
therefrom without the use of any instruments by
grasping the same with the fingers and applying
a slight tug.

If desired, in lieu of the perforations 25 a plu-
rality of spaced indentations 26 may be formed in
the edge of the back flap 23, as shown in Fig. 5.

It will be readily apparent that although I have
shown the back flap 23 as integrally attached to
one lateral edge of the back portion 13 and as
adapted to cooperate with a front flap 17 to form
an opening tab disposed at a lateral end of the
envelope, an opening tab embodying my inven-
tion may be alternatively located at the other
lateral end or at the top or bottom of the enve-
lope.

To open & sealed envelope made in accordance
with my invention, the opening tab is first de-
tached from the rear face of the envelope in the

manner above described, and then torn off from.

the body of the envelope along the fold lines 19
- and 24, thus neatly and completely opening that
end of the envelope. It should be noted that
when opening-an envelope constructed in accord-
ance with my invention, the portion of the en-
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velope which is torn off extends beyond the body -

of the envelope and thus avoids any possibility of
grasping, tearing, or mutilating the contents of
the envelope. :

. It will thus be seen that there i1g provided a
device in which the several objects of my inven-
tion are achieved, and which is well adapted to
meet the conditions of practical use.

As varlous possible embodiments might be
made of the above invention, and as varlous
changes might be made in the embodiments
above set forth, it is to be understood that all
matter herein set forth or shown in the accom-
panying drawing is to be interpreted as illustra-
tive and not in a8 Hmiting sense.

Having thus described my invention, I claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent:

1. An envelope of symmetrical shape compris-
ing a front portion, a sealing flap along the up-
per edge of said front portion, narrow front flaps
of substantially equal area extending away from
and along substantially the full length of the op-
posite lateral edges of said front portion and con-
nected therewith by fold lines, a back portion co-
extensive with and joined to said front portion
opposite sald sealing flap by & fold line and a
narrow back flap extending from and along sub-
stantially the full length of one lateral edge of
sald back portion and connected therewith by a
fold line coinciding with the fold line between
sald front portion and one of said front flaps,
said back flap and the adjacent front fiap being
permanently secured together in extending posi-
tion for substantially their full length by adhesive
to form & two-ply unitary opening tab sealing one
lateral end of said envelope and being folded so
as to lie flat on said back portion, said unitary
two-ply opening tab being so constructed and ar-
ranged in such folded condition as to be manually
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movable to a position extending away from said
envelope wherein said tab may be torn along sald
coinciding fold lines to open said envelope, the
other front flap being secured by adhesive direct-
1y to the opposite lateral edge of said back por-
tion. ‘

2. An envelope of symmetrical shape compris-
ing a front portion, a sealing flap along the upper
edge of said front portion, narrow front flaps of
substantially equal area extending away from
and along substantially the full length of the op-
posite lateral edges of sald front portion and con-
nected therewith by fold lines, a back portion co-
extensive with and joined to said front portion
opposite said sealing flap by a fold line and a
narrow hack flap extending from and along sub.
stantially the full length of one lateral edge of
sald back portion and connected therewith by a
fold line coinciding with the fold line between
said front portion and one of said front flaps,
sald back flap and the adjacent front flap being
permanently secured together in extending posi-
tion for substantially their full length by adhesive
to form a two-ply unitary opening tab sealing
one lateral end of said envelope and being folded
so as to lie flat on sald back portion, the other
front flap being secured by adhesive directly to
the opposite lateral edge of said back portion,
sald unitary opening tab being slightly secured
to said back portion by relatively small spot or
spots of adhesive, whereby said unitary two-ply
opening tab may be readily manually detached
from adhesive engagement with sald back por-
tion and moved to a position extending away
from said envelope wherein said tab may be torn
along said coinciding fold lines to open said en-
velope.

3. An envelope of symmetrical shape compris-
ing a front portion, a sealing flap along the up-
per edge of said front portion, narrow front flaps
of substantially equal area extending away from
and along substantially the full length of the op-
posite lateral edges of said front portion and con-
nected therewith by fold lines, a back portion
coextensive with and jolned to said front portion
opposite said sealing flap by a fold line and a
narrow back flap extending from and along sub-
stantially the full length of one lateral edge of
said back portion and connected therewith by a
fold line coinciding with the fold line between
said front portion and one of sald front flaps,
said back flap and the adjacent front flap being
permanently secured together in extending posi-
tion for substantially their full length by adhesive
to form a two-ply unitary opening tab sealing
one lateral end of said envelope and being folded
so as to lie flat on said back portion, the other
front flap being secured by adhesive directly to
the opposite lateral edge of said back portion,
sald back flap being provided with relatively
small perforations to allow spots of the adhesive
on the adjacent front flap to slightly secure said
unitary opening tab folded flat to said back por-
tion, whereby said unitary two-ply opening tab
may be readily manually detached from adhesive
engagement with said back portion and moved
to a position extending away from said envelope
wherein said tab may be torn along said coincid-
ing fold lines to open said envelope.

4. An envelope.of symmetrical shape compris-
ing a front portion, a sealing flap along the upper
edge of said front portion, narrow front flaps of
substantially equal area extending along sub-
stantially the full length of the opposife lateral
edges of said front portion and connected there-
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with by fold lines, a back portion coextensive
with and joined to said front portion opposite
said sealing flap by a fold line and a narrow back
flap extending from one lateral edge of said back
portion.and connected therewith by a fold line
coinciding with the fold line between said front
bortion and one of said front flaps, said back flap
and the adjacent front flap being permanently

secured together for substantially their full

length by adhesive to form a two-ply unitary
opening tab sealing one lateral end of said en-
velope and folded so as to lie flat on said back
portion, the other front flap being secured by
adhesive directly to the opposite lateral edge of
said back portion, said back flap being provided
with relatively small marginal indentations to
allow spots of the adhesive on the adjacent front
flap to slightly secure said unitary opening tab
folded flat to said back portion, whereby said
unitary two-ply opening tab may be readily
manually detached from adhesive engagement
with said back portion and moved to a position
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extending away from said envelope wherein said
tab may be torn along said coinciding fold lines
to open said envelope.

5. Opening means for an envelope comprising
a unitary tab extending away from and along
substantially the full length of a lateral end
of the envelope and joined to the front and rear
walls thereof by coinciding fold lines thereby
sealing said end, a tearing-edge of double thick-
ness formed by said fold lines, said unitary
tab being folded from its extended position
along said fold lines so as to lie flat on the
surface of the envelope, and adhesive means for
slightly securing said unitary tab in said folded
position to maintain the symmetrical appearance
of the envelope, said unitary tab being adapted
to be readily manually lifted from its folded po-
sition back to extended position preparatory to
being torn off from the walls of the envelope
along said tearing-edge.

PAUL E. GEORGIOU.




